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Analysis of the Paper Material and Form of Curriculum Vitae on the
Surname Someji-uji VI, a Local Official of Miyako Island,
in the 18th Century

Yoshiyuki MAEMURA

We investigated an original “Tsutomegaki” document and compared it with similar transcriptions and historical
materials from Miyako and Yaeyama islands, which had a different administration system from that of Okinawa island
in the early modern era. Although Tsutomegaki (translated as “curriculum vitae” in English) were maintained in each
family, it is fundamentally not classified as a private document, because in preparing and appending the document, the
administrative agency of the island was involved. The Tsutomegaki we analyzed consists of three parts: (1) a statement
on the person’s position in his own distinguished lineage (e.g. Someji-uji) on the island, (2) a list of his official
business and his career in chronological order, and (3) Okugaki, a part that includes his administrative executives’
signatures and seals. In addition, there is a part for appending his career after the preparation of the document. This part
is certified by the Zaiban, a first-grade official dispatched from the Shuri government. Furthermore, this study showed
that the paper material used in making the document is Kazinoki (Broussonetia papyrifera), or Kozo, which does not
have loading material like rice glue. This was revealed by analysis using C dyeing solution based on JIS-P8120/8-2-2
technique. The micrographs of the paper fiber and the photographs of a magazine for which the scrap papers of the

original document were used as book covers are inserted in this article.
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