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This paper reports the study results from the “6th Worldwide Uchinanchu Festival.” The main
purpose of this paper is to (1) conduct a basic analysis of the event and describe its participants
and evaluations, (2) compare the Okinawan identity of Okinawan emigrants and their descendants
with that of Okinawan citizens while examining the differences between generations in a relative
comparison of identities with regard to the land of emigration, and (3) measure to what extent
networks were constructed by event participants through the festival with overseas participants,
participants from beyond the prefecture, and prefecture participants, and to study the development

and expansion of Uchina networks.
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The results of the survey on 1,093 event participants revealed there were 381 responses from
overseas participants, 35 from participants beyond the prefecture, and 677 from Okinawa prefecture
participants. With regard to purpose (1) , participants were from various generations and
countries and, particularly among overseas participants, a tendency to transform through immigrant
generations was observed. With regard to the festival participants’ purpose of participating, overseas
participants were mainly focused on experiencing “Okinawa,” while prefecture participants were
mainly focused on experiencing the “world.” Generally, participants’ satisfaction with the event was
high.

The results of analysis on purpose (2) revealed that not only Okinawan citizens, but also
Okinawans maintained a strong sense of Okinawan identity. Additionally, investigation into
identity among Okinawans revealed that for Issei, Okinawan identity was relatively high, while for
Nisei and beyond, Okinawan identity was just as high as the identity they had with their land of
emigration. Thus, it can be assumed that while Okinawan identity sustains through generations, for
Nisei and beyond, there is a coexistence of identities with both Okinawa, as the land of their roots,
and the land of emigration, or where they were born.

Regarding purpose (3), there were contrasting differences between overseas participants and
prefecture participants in constructing Uchina networks. Close to 70% of the overseas participants
created new networks through the festival and developed various Uchina networks, “motherland
networks,” “Trans-border networks,” and “local networks.” On the other hand, close to 80% of
prefecture participants were not able to build networks and for them, the event did not sufficiently

function as an opportunity to create Uchina networks.
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