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Filipino Women in Sakishima Islands, Okinawa:
Their Lives as Marriage Migrants
TAKAHATA Sachi
School of International Relations, University of Shizuoka

(sociology)

Key words : Filipinos, marriage migrants, chain migration, entertainers

This article aims to reconsider the settlement of marriage migrants in the local community in
a remote island, with focus on the social conditions to ease their settlement as well as their roles
in the local community. Based on the qualitative data on the Filipino marriage migrants in “Island

A”, a remote island which belongs to Miyako Islands of Okinawa Prefecture, we have been able
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to elucidate the following 4 points. First, in Sakishima Islands (including Ishigaki and Miyako
Islands), Filipino women worked as contract workers in the entertainment industry and then
became marriage migrants. Therefore, their settlement was not because of their employment at US
bases, contrary to former Filipino migration to Okinawa. Second, in Island A, the chain migration
of women occurred through the 4 networks; local community, kin, corporation and “moai”. Third,
Filipino women have been integrated into the local community by assisting their mothers-in-law
who act as shamans, as well as organizing an ethnic dancing group to join the city’s entertainment
fair and make their existence apparent to the public. Fourth, in recent years Vietnamese are coming
to Island A as marriage migrants. Filipinos and Vietnamese are working in the same caregiving
industry, where Filipinos give guidance in how to communicate with Japanese and cope with life in

Japan. The inter-ethnic relationship between Filipinos and Vietnamese needs further observation.
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