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The State of the Network of Filipinos in Ishigaki, Okinawa:
The Relation Built Using Catholic Belief as a Core

MATSUDA Yoshitaka

(A reporter of the editorial department of the YAEYAMA MAINICHI SHIMBUN editorial center)

Key words : Filipinos, Catholic, Rosary, church, Ishigaki

In 2015, 45 Filipinos live in Ishigaki Island in Okinawa, Japan and most of them are female.
Many of them are Catholics and attend Sunday mass at Catholic Ishigaki Church every week. The
members of the group of Filipinos, "Kaibigan", as one of the eight administration organizations
of Catholic Ishigaki Church also engage in the management of the believers' association. They get
together at a member's house for the block rosary once a month. At the block rosary, they identify
their camaraderie among themselves, people with the same country of origin, through some

Philippine foods and the conversations in their own languages after they pray the rosary.
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