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Social Relationships of a Child with Filipino Roots in a Remote Island:
The Case Study of a Handicapped Elementary Student in Okinawa
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This article aims to discuss the characteristics of the social relationships of a handicapped child
with Filipino roots in his community in a remote island. Only few studies have focused on the
social relationships of handicapped children with foreign roots in Japan and most of them deal with
children who live in urban areas.

This article focuses on a male child who lives in Ishigaki Island in Okinawa Prefecture and
attends a special class for handicapped children in an elementary school. Based on the interview
with his mother, interviews and observations at the special class and two after-school day-care
facilities, and observations at Catholic churches, the present study determines what kind of
relationships the child builds with the people around him and in what kind of places he builds these
relationships.

As for the child’s social relationships, the following three points were elucidated. First, he has
relationships in some places, not only at school but also at day-care facilities and churches. He and

his mother have relationships with other people in their community, and they receive some support.
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Second, he has relationships with diverse people of different ages, nationalities and affiliations.
At day-care facilities, he mingles with children of different ages and schools. At churches and the
Block Rosary, he studies normative values through faith with adults and children of his generation.

Third, these places are also diverse in the sense that his Filipino roots are emphasized in some
and de-emphasized in other places. The people around him recognize that he has Filipino roots but
his roots are de-emphasized in his daily life. However he is also exposed to Filipino language and
Filipino values on a daily basis through his mother and her friends.

It is considered that the environment in which people with Filipino roots can easily have
relationships with each other, which is one of the characteristics of islandness, has an effect on
the condition where he and his mother could have relationships with peple with Filipino roots.
His mother used consultation services and this was how the child started to use day-care facilities.
This fact reveals that the networks based on the actor’s initiative, which is another characteristic of
islandness, are built.

However, as the current study is limited, it cannot be definitively said that the above mentioned
characteristics of islandness affect the social relationships of all children with Filipino roots living
in islands. It is also necessary to examine more closely whether the effect of these characteristics
of islandness can only be observed in Sakishima Islands, including Ishigaki, or in all islands in
general.

As his mother wishes for the independence of her children and desires to go back to the
Philippines in the future, the child needs to live independent of his mother. The situation in which
the child and his mother have plural and diverse places in which they build relationships and which

they can rely on are considered helpful for his independence.
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