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In the years immediately following the second World War (1950-1970), Japanese government
publications show that immigrant laborers entering Japan were quite few in number. Okinawa, however,
experienced a large influx of immigrant laborers in the 1960s and early 1970s. This makes Okinawa a
notable exception to the trends at the time. This research aims to illuminate the historical factors behind
this phenomenon and thereby contribute to the understanding of the shared history of Taiwan and
Okinawa.

As the primary method of research for this paper, interviews were conducted with former seasonal
and technical workers from Taiwan. In addition, data sources such as newspaper articles and company
archives for the period of 1966 to 1973, as well as Okinawan government documents and research, are
used to supply further understanding.

The following conclusions are drawn from this research. In the 1960s, economic improvement in
mainland Japan led to the migration of workers there from Okinawa. As a result, Okinawa began to
accept greater numbers of low-wage workers from Taiwan. Since Okinawa was considered by the
Taiwanese government at that time to be an important strategic location to put pressure on China, the
Taiwanese government permitted the emigration of workers there as a part of its foreign policy.
According to some interviews, there were workers who found out about emigration to Okinawa through

placement agencies or newspaper advertisements. The majority of Taiwanese immigrants in this wave
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came from Nantou County in central Taiwan. Major motivations for decision to emigrate to Okinawa
included economic opportunity and curiosity about living in another country. Additionally, the
Taiwanese laborers often considered the Okinawan locals to be kindhearted people, and Taiwanese

workers had a good reputation among Okinawan employers.
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