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Japan S southwestern sslands whrch form a cham stret‘chmg 570 m:les Wy
ong betwqen Kyushti and Formosa and along the eastern frmge of the East - .| -'
_Chma Sea, are’ called_collectwelv the Nansei Islands {Note 1) S
" The archrpelago ‘comprises’ two principal island groups: the: Satsunan N
' roup 'which is a part of Kagoshima Prefecture and _}f,";-gﬁkmul? which
constrtutes the main part of Okinawa Prefecture. ' “Thesé groups are further .
-drvnded mto fi ive, suh-groups as showfn in the table beLow there bemg 60 odd

szega ‘shima (1 73° sq m.) *,
Yaku (208 sq. .). :
Kuchm.o Yerabu :

Nakano shima’
Suwanosé ., -

Tokuno.s.h'rma (98; sq m.)
Okino-Yeraby -
--Yoron e

o g - I . . .‘
_ “Nznsel" is adopted m Jn:pav:e.rc Bnrf.rh and Amcﬂ’can Hydragrap!ne.r. .
Tl’re number will be more. than 18’0 lf nzmed Tocks: mcmdeq,_ X




R Fi A

LTV ISy TR e M Sl ten, T

N Sak:siyma Sub gfoup, R
 (total areh 292 sq.m.) T
i Mxyako lsland’s-' Miyako_‘_ ;

Therc are two ot‘ner isolafed groups Dalto and Sento whsch are adrmm-
Of these, the Daitd group: N

-Wﬂl be dealt w:th in- another chapter whlle the'Sento Islands (total area 2
“5q. m.) l.ymg nor\'h of Saklshlma sub-group are ynmhal‘hted and of htttle zm-

"“ . . -_.' ,_-:

=The ,“N*anSei" sa geographlc te,rm of rocent date K On"thq other h'.md

.'_the southern' portion of the archlpelago with’ kanawa as the center whxch -

“-i(also spelled Riu- Klu), or more ‘widely améng Occ:dentals as Luchu ('spel’led

; vagiously, _Lew Ch\E:W' Loochoo Liu Chiy, etc ). Some.hmes, __“Ryukyu 3
applied as d generic name to the entire arch:pelago (Dn‘ectwe of the Supfe.rne i

IComm,ander for the Alliéd Pov.qers 29 January 1946)., _ Herel howeirer thc"

"ter;m is used in.the ongmfthestrtc’fed sense’ to demgnate what: Was formerly,
the L0y called “Klngdom" of Ryukyu (Note 3y -

; Most of the Islands ar.e ragged and b'trren ‘X fcw m- the §outh hawng_
comparatlvely large areas of-level ground, are moshy composed of elevated
“coral reefs. Water»supply is generally “inadequate. F'crc:e ty'phoons are

requent m summer and aui‘umn- whxle m wmter *here blows a strong mOn-
. ; N B : \

.- f i
(i) Tke Encyclopedaa Bnlamzu‘a (i4th edmon) plnces Ryukyu to the south"
of . 36°.N. including the Tokaras and the Amamis, .
.(2) - According to Llppmcott's Gazetter of the Werld and Commodore Perry s .
Narrative of “the E:bcdmon of an American Squadron ‘lo the Ching Seas’and.’
'_-.Iapcm, Ryukyu lies.to “the south 'of 287407, N. including the Amamis.
7:.(3). Idpdnc.re and Brifish hyd‘rographw.r designate as Ryskyu group the’ main
-island “of Okmawa and the ishmds to lhe*south, ~excmdmg both ‘the Tokarﬁs




