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(CONFIDENTIAL

1, I explained to the Ambassador that a number of petitions

had been received by the Japanese Government from various
quarters in Okinawa concerning the matter of the public
election of the Chief Executive of GRI. Also, I expressed
the Japanese Government!'s desire that the U.S. side would
carefully examine the method of Belecting the Chief

Bxecutive.

2., Although the ultimate decision on this matter is %o
be made by the United States who holds the administrative
authority, the Japanese Govermnment will continue to discuss

it with the United States thpough appropriate channels.

(If asked by the press)
This matter is not expected to be an agenda item

at the next meeting of the Congultative Committee.
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CONTRO%: 1292
510 HVH

ACTION:PP RUALOT

POL~5 DE RUAOBQA 4130 3231162
ZNY COCCC

INFOs P R 290838Z OCT 68

AMB  FM HICOMRY OKINAWA RYIS

DCM  TO RUEADWD/DA

A/EX  INFO RUALOT /AMENB TOKYO

PA/K  RUHHHQA/CINCPAC

CONFIDENTIAL

A/3M  RUHHRGA/CINCUSARP AC S
P RUSHC/ SECSTATE .
POL/A BT :

ECON=Y 2 0 W F I D E 8 I I AL HC-LN 838395 DA 10 DCSOPS
®/MIN “FOR DICA 743 STATE FOR SNEIDER.

"DAO SUBJ: POLICE ELECTION ESTIMATE

CONS  REF: Ao HC-LN 5308463 b

ADMF™ 1. €¢5) MEW POLICE ZSTIMATE DATED 25 OCTOBER SHOWS YARA
TARAD LEADING NISHINE QUERALL BY 7769 VOTES, (#1.6 OF TOTALY.
PAO  BREAKDOWN SHOWS NISHIME SLIGHTLY AHEAD IN NORTHERN
CHREV-2OKINAVA, OUTER ISLANDS3 BEHIND YARA IN NAHA; CENTRAL

" "AREA AND SOUTHERN OPNAWA o ESTINMATE SHIWS THAT
 KOBE  NISHIME®S MARGINS IN NORTH, UUTER ISLANDS HAVE FALLEW
USEF  aND POLICE NOW GIVE YARA 892 VOTE EDGE LN SOUTHERN
OKINAWA, YARA®S MARGIN IN CENTRAL, AREA HAS INCREASED

PAGE 2 RUAOBRA4138 C O N F I DENTILAL
SLIGHTLY, BUT POLICE SHOW NISHIME TRAILING YARA IN NaHa
BY ONLY 4230 VOTES. s

('ZQ (C) ON LEGISLATIVE SIBey POLICE GIVE CONSERVATIVES

- 14 SEATS, GPPOSITPON 14, WITH 4 CONTESTS E _VEN.

( 3. o sBOTE ESTIMALTE 15 ScCOmD LN SERIeS OF DETQILED
SURVEYS WHICH POLICE PLAN TU COMPILE WERHELY UNTIL
ELECTION.

{4, (C3 COMMERT ¢ ALTHOUHH POLICE 'SHOW THAT YARA HAS

" gAINED SLIGHTLY OVER PAST WEEK, MARCING INVOLVED YERY
SMALL AND WITHI® PROBABILITY OF ERROR. POLICE
LEGISLATIVE £STIMATE SHOWS KUWAE WINNING HANDILY I
DISTRICT 17 AND TAKEHARA TAKING DISTRICT 18. COG
RATES BOTH THESE CONTZSTS AS EVEWN. OTHERWISE, RO
SURFPISES IN CURRENT POLICE ESTIMATE. (P=do
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ELECTION REPORT

Chobyo YARA defeated Junji NISHIME by 31,564 votes
carrying 237,565 (53.5 percent) to Nishime's 206,001 (46.5

percent). The OLDP maintained legislative control with
18 seats although the opposition legislative candidates
polled 52 percent of the legislative vote.

Yara's massive wins in Central Okinawa (a 21 , 348

lead) and in Naha (20,718) far outweighed the marglns
Nishime had in Northern Okinawa (6,300) and Sakishima
(5,213). Additionally, OTA activities lost Southern
Okinawa for the OLDP by 1,011 votes and kept Nishime's
margins in the traditionally conservative areas to a
minimum. The OLDP Legislators ran ahead of Nishime in
twenty-two districts and Nishime lost in five districts

(8, 11, 24, 25, and 32, which in turn elected conservative

candidates).

Nishime carried thirteen districts overall: in
all but two (3 and 32) of the Northern Okinawa and
Sakishima districts, in only two (23 and 26) of the five
Southern Okinawa dlStrlCtS, in one Naha district (20)
and in one Central Okinawa district (9).

Not surprisingly, the OLDP continued its control
of rural Northern and Southern Okinawa and had a clean
sweep in the five Sakishima Districts. The Opposition,
however, controls the more populous Central Oklnawa and
Naha Districts. Only four of the conservatives' 18 seats
can be considered urban while twelve of the Opposition's
14 seats are in the city. Additionally, the OPP came
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within 1,800 votes of taking urban Districts 8, 24, and 25.

Traditional voting patterns and incumbency strength
were key. factors in the OLDP's maintaining. control..of the
Leglslature Fourteen of the sixteen incumbent conserva-

tives rumning were re-elected as were all the Opposition
incumbents with the exception of Kudaka and Tomori.
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CONFIDENTIAL 2

Although the Opposition captured only fourteen
seats, they received 52 percent of the popular vote.
With Yara as Chief Executive and the Opposition Legislators
claiming the majority of the popular vote, the present
Electoral District System will probably come under attack
by the OLDP legislative majority.

Despite the Opposition and press campaign efforts
to tie Yara's star to dissatisfaction with twenty-three
years of "alien' administration and to an emotional appeal
for reversion against bases, the election results are

is moxe Tikely. tﬁaf the victory re
of fa factors, most 1mpor —ant of . Whlch,lS Yara's . age and hlS
prestigé.
candidate could have done as well or perhaps even have won.

An aging and widely respected educator, Yara appealed to

the many otherwise conservative voters and developed an

image of a non-political leader who would bring. fresh,

clean air to a political scene sullied by long OLDP control
Yara's personal strength was. assisted by .an .opposition

coalition which was. unprecedented in unity and by an

unflagglng effort of QTA which emerged from the campaign

as the best organized, most effective political action

group in the Ryukyus. The OLDP entered the campaign on the
defensive as a result of scandal which the Opp031tlon

used to build up as a corruption issue particularly in the

last days of the campaign (and which was probably the major
factor in Matsuoka's devisive efforts to recoup his own
prestige). As the governing party, the OLDP was also on.the
defensive in ‘a wide range of base-related issues tunnlng

the gamut from B-52's and nuclear submarines to land acquisitions.

Finally, the OLDP organization has not met the urban challenge
and the rurally-oriented old-guard never completely united
behlnd Nishime whose 0SMP background made him unpalatable

£o hidebound conservatives. Against this background, the
relatively close outcome is a tribute to Nishime's skillful
development and exploitation of "Ittaika" and economic

issues and parallel growth of the public's awareness of the
economic implications of reversion.
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The Coalition's Naha showing makes the Taira Mayoral
victory a virtual certainty. We understand that sentiment
is growing in the OLDP not to contest the Mayoralty.
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