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The President has signed an Executive Order to

provide for an extension of the terms in office of

-the Government of the Ryukyu Islands Chief Executive

and Legislature until reversion of those islands to
Japan.

The Executive Order signed today amends Executive
Order 1071%, which established the basic charter fbr
the Government of the Ryukyu Islands.

This action was taken in response to a formal
request of the Chief Executive of the Ryukyu Islands
and a resolution of the Ryukyuan Legislature which
pointed out that, if elections were to be held in

November, as had been provided in the Executive Order;

the Chief Executive and Legislators would serve only

. & brief time prior to the elections to be held pursuant

to Japanese law upon reversion, which is expected for
some time during 1972, Deferral of the elections will
contribute to the smooth and orderly transfer to Japan

of administrative authority over the Ryukyus.

The Government of Japan has confirmed that elections

in the new prefecture of Okinawa will be held soon after

reversion.

Executive

’

-2 -

IExecutive Order 10713, ‘providing for the administra—
tion of the Ryukyu Islands, was initially issued on .
June 5, 1957. It was 'subsequently amended-on March 19;
1962, and on December 20, 1965, and January 31, 1968,
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(EX ) |
| Section 6. (a) The legislative power of the
Government of the Ryukyu Islands, except as otherwise
ﬁrovided in this order, shall be vested in a legis~
lative body consisting of é single house. !Members of
,the‘legislative body shall be directly elected by the
;f;peOPle of the islands in 1962, and triennially there-

‘; ~éfter, for terms of three years, PTOVided that the

fermé of office for incumbent members of the legislative

body, as of the effective date of this Amendmept, shall

eéxtend until the date of entry into force of fthe Agree-

ﬁehf‘%étween Japan and. the United States of America

coﬁéerninq the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito’ Islands.

Section 8. (b) (1) The Chief Executive shall be

,‘élected by the Ryukyu Islands. The person having the :

. greatest number of votes shall be the Chief Executive,
.?‘ﬁrovided that he shall have received at least one-fourth
‘ofxthe total number of votes cast. The Chief Executive

shall be elected on the same day as are the membérs of

the leéislative body and shall serve a term concurrent

:with the term of the members of the legislative body
: énd thereaftér until his succéssor takes office;

Erbvided
_ 9 —

provided that the term of office of the incumbent Chief

Executive9 as of the effective date of this amendment,

'\shail extend until the entry into force of thé Agreement

“between Japan and the United States of America concerning -

 the. Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands. The first such

election of the Chief Executive.shall be on the same day

as the legislative elections in November 1968. The

‘(filegislative body shall by law.establish procedures for
‘the election of the Chief Executive;mdetermine the

>:qualificationé for the office of Chief Executive, and

provide for special elections when necessary to fill a

vacancy. (As amended by EO 11263, 1965; EO 11395, 1968)

7

(2) In the event that a Chief

Executive is not, within & reasonable period of time, -

"as determined by the High Commissioner, elected b0

+~, succeed an incumbent or to fill a ‘vacancy, the High

Commissioner may appoint a Chief Executive who shall
serve until a successor-is duly elected.

(As amended by EO 11263, 1965; EO 11395, 1968)

'
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The President has signed an Executive Order to ) f
' o

provide for an extension of the terms in office of Executive Order 10713, providing for the .administra-

the Government of the Ryukyu Islands Chief Executive L tion of the Ryukyu Islands, was initially issued on
- and Legislature until reversion of those islands to S June 5, 1957. It was subsequently amended on March 19,

Japan. , ‘ 1962, and on December 20, 1965, and January 31, 1968.
The Executive Order signed today amends Executive |

Order 10713, which established the basic charter for

the Government of the Ryukyu Islands.
This action was taken in response to a formal

request of the Chief Executive of the Ryukyu Islands

and a resolution of the Ryukyuan Legisiature which

pointed out that, if elections were to be held in
}

November, as had been provided in the Executive Order,
the Chief Executive and Legislators would serve only
a brief time prior to the elections to be held pursuant
to Japanese léw upon reversion, which is expected for :
some time during 1972. Deferral of the elections will . ;
contribute to the smooth and orderly transfer to Japan
of administrative authority over the Ryukyus.

The Government of Japan has confirmed that elections é '
in fhe new prefecture of Okinawa will be held soon after

reversion.

Executive
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Section 6. (a) The legislative power of the

Government of the Ryukyu Islands, except as otherwise
provided in this order, shall be vested in a legis-

lative body consisting of a single house. Members of
the legislative body shall be directly elected by the
people of the islands in 1962, and triennially there-

after, for terms of three years, provided that the

terms of office for incumbent members of the legislative

body, as of the effective date of this Amendment, shall

extend until the date of entry into force of the Agree-

ment between Japan and the United States of America

concerning the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands.

Secetion 8. (b) (1) The Chief Executive shall be
elected by the Ryukyu Islands. The person having the :
greatest number of votes shall be the Chief Executive,
provided that he shall have received at least one-fourth
of the total number of votes cast. The Chief Executive
shall be elected on the same day as are the members of
the legislative body and shall serve a terﬁ concurrent
with the term of the members of the legislative body
and thereafter until his successor takes office;

Erovided

provided that the term of office of the incumbent Chief

Executive, as of the effective date of this amendment,

shall extend until the entry into force of the Agreement

between Japan and the United States of America concerning

the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands. "The first such

election of the Chief Executive shall be on the same day
as the legislative elections in November 1968. The
legislative body shall by law establish procedures for
the election of the Chief Executive, determine the
gualifications for the office of Chief Executive, and
provide for special elections when necessary ta fiil a

vacancy. (As amended by EO 11263, 1965; EO 11395, 1968)

(2) In the event that a Chief
Executive is not, within a reasonéble period of time,
as determined by the High Commissioner, elected to
succeed an incumbent or to fill a vacancy, the High
Commissioner may appoint a Chief Executive who shall
serve until a successor is duly elected.

(As amended by EO 11263%, 1965; EO 11395, 1968)
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