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e - W@mﬁzmmmss STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR Armin H. Meyer ON THE
CCASION 'OF THE OKINAWA QN REVERSION AGRDEMENT SIGNING JUNE 17 19

1. ‘ Today 18 a maJor landmark in US-Japan relations. :
President Nixon and Prime Minister Sato in their Joint
éommunique of November 1969 asreed that consultations
would begin, designed to effect the smooth transt‘er_ to

J apan of. 'yadministrative rights over Okinawa.

a quarter or a century. This is an hisboric act.

welfare ofpt e’people ot‘ Okinawa., Much progress was.

'made.' Throughout the negotiaticns ‘Just conoluded, the

,2

regard to nuclear weapons.‘_ The return or Okina a will

: be on a completely homeland level., 'I‘he MSecurity

will retzurn to Japan those no longer heeded for the

urposes or "’"‘M Security Treaty. ‘ '
6.




“taining an effective U S. militax‘y ,mission 1rn Q}cinawa
‘is to assist in assuring the security of the Far Eaelti.
| including Japan.- Thus, the U. S. baae seructpure_ 1n

Okinawa will be kept at a level: appropria é e fulfil}.

i
,v. .

commitments envisaged in- the Mutual Secux‘ity; Trea.t'.y.

8.4" Toda.y ei&nmnn-r-&a-pm 'and Americans qan al} be
/ 1,

: proud. : Our common hope is

EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CAUTION: NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST UNTIL ACTUAL
SIGNING OF OKINAWA REVERSION AGREEMENT,
EXPECTED AT 2117 HOURS, JST, JUNE 17, 1971

DRAFT: CHECK TEXT ON DELIVERY

STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON
ON THE OCCATION OF THE OKINAWA REVERSION
AGREEMENT SIGNING, JUNE 17, 1971

When Prime Minister Sato visited Was;hington in November 1969,
he a‘nd I agreed that our governments would ‘consult together on arrange-
ments leading to the reversion of Okinawa to Japan in 1972, The Agrée—
ment signed today marks the conclusion of those negotiations. Because
of the importance of this Agreement, it will be submitted to the Senate
for its advice and consent. I will urge the Senate. to give its advice and
consent. |

The friendship and mutual respect which enabled our negotiatiors
to resolve the many difficult issues will, I am sure, enable us to work
together in peace for the continued progress kof our own two countries,
and for that of the entire world.

My best wishes to the people of Japan, and to their leaders.

We both have much to be proud of this day.

seslesl
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CAUTION: NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST UNTIL ACTUAL
SIGNING OF OKINAWA REVERSION AGREEMENT,
EXPECTED AT 2117 HOURS, JST, JUNE 17, 1971

DRAFT: CHECK TEXT ON DELIVERY

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY WILLIAM P. ROGERS
ON THE OCCASION OF THE OKINAWA REVERSION
AGREEMENT SIGNING, JUNE 17, 1971

Mr. Prime Minister, -Mr. Foreign Minister,

It is my privilege today to speak both to you and to the Japanese
people. We have been brought together across half the world by the
Intelsat trans~Pacific satellite to share a proud moment in diplomatic
life. Shortly we will affix our signatures to a document which attests
to the wiSdom and high statesmanship of each of our nations. Through
the miracle of modern space technology we will do this in full view of
the 300 million people whom we represent. This is an historic oc-
casion -- indeed, it is without precedent, not so much for how it is
being done but for what is being done. The United States, by the act
which we are about to perform, agrees to return to Japan full admin-

istrative control over Okinawa.

(more)
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Of course‘ the signing today is not the end of the road. The ‘

‘arrangements which our negotlators have ‘worked out - as Pres1dent

leon and Pr1me M1n1ster Sato noted in November 1969 -‘are subJect

to the approval of our respectlve leglslatlve bodles However I am

,confldent that the Amer1can people through the1r elected representa—

tlves w111 agree on the wisdom' of thlS de01s1on

P

I would 11ke to add two personal c‘omm'ents Flrst although
Prlme I\/Llnlsters and Pres1dents make the large dec1s1ons, the success
or fa11ure of those dec1s1ons often depends on the ab111ty of thelr -

representatlves to glve form and substance to them I thlnk both the

Japanese people and the Amerlcan people owe a profound debt of grat1~

tude to the negot1ators who worked so long and hard to shape this ...

Agreement -.an agreement which w1ll serve the nat1onal interests of -

each of our countrles well° Their achievement demonstrates that
through intelligence, good w111 and courage Japan and the Unlted States
can develop sound solutlons to the common problems we face that

together we will-‘continue to contrlbute to the malntenance of peace and "

pro sperlty. in the Pac1f1c.

For the Unlted States the s1gn1ng today has a s1gn1f1cance over

and beyond the actual revers1on

‘our stewardsh1p over these 1slands and thelr people for the past quarter

(more)

We Amerlcans have tr1ed to exerc1se




(o

stewardshlp However we take even greater prlde in carrylng out our

pledged 'word to the people of Okmawa and to the people of Japan

Let me say here a word to our fr1ends in Okmawa Today's '

Agreement s1gnals ‘the next to the 1ast step leadmg to yourf eun1f1—

i catlon with Japan We share yOur antlclpatlon of that day We are
‘grateful for the frlendshlp and cooperatlon Wthh have marked our

: relatlons throughout these 26 years and Wthh we smcerely hope w111

' contmue 1n the years ahead ST e .

Flnally, let me say a word to the people of Japan on behalf of

the people of the United States We salute our frlends in Japan We ,'

wish you well on thls hlStOI‘lC day --a day of great happlness for you
and.one of great satlsfactlon for us.
Thank you.
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CAUTION: ‘NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST UNTIL ACTUAL
SIGNING OF OKINAWA REVERSION AGREEMENT,
EXPECTED AT 2117 HOURS, JST, JUNE 17, 1971

DRAFT:: CHECK TEXT ON DELIVERY

STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR ARMIN H. MEYERSH
ON THE OCCASION OF THE OKINAWA REVERSION
AGREEMENT SIGNING, JUNE 17, 1971

1. Today is a major landmark in U. S. —Japart relations.
President Nixon and Prime Minister Sato in their Joint Communique
of November 1969 agreed that consultations would begin, designed to
effect the smooth transfer to Japan of administrative rights over
Okinawa. The Joint Communique provided that negotiations would be
carried out with a view to accomplishing reversion during 1972
subject to the conclusion of specific arrangements and with the neces-
sarfy legislatiue vs‘upport. With the signing of the Reversion Agreement
today, ‘understandings on specific arrangements have now been concluded,
and we enter the period of legislative consideration with every expecta-

tion that the reversion will occur in 1972,

(more)

e e BT

)

‘The return of Ok1nawa w1ll be ona completely homeland level

{

2, Our two governments have agreed through peaceful negotiati‘ons“

to return Oklnawa which was acqu1red as a result of host111t1es and

admlnlstered by the U. S. for a quarter of a century. Thls 1s an h1stor1c

i

act.:

3 Durlng‘ the perlod of U. S admlnlstratlon the ‘Unlted States
has devoted 51gn1f1cant efforts to promote the welfare of the people |
of Okmawa. ‘ Much progress was made. Throughout the negot1at1ons
Just concluded the w1shes of the people of Oklnawa have been taken

into account :

1_45. The Jomt Commumque and thls Agreement make clear that

1the U S, fully recognlzes the Japanese Government's pollcy and the

sent1ments of the Japanese people w1th regard to nuclear weapons

’_Ta,(:an

Mutual Securlty Treaty, and the Status of Forces Agreement w1th

related arrangements w1ll apply to Oklnawa exactly as ’1n Japan after

reversion.
5. The United States has decid,ed that some U.S. military =
fac111t1es in Ok1nawa can be released very soon, and others as of the

date of reversmn or‘shortly thereafter As has been true in: Japan

the United States w1ll keep under contlnual rev1ew 1ts needs for fac111t1es

and areas used by the U S Armed Forces in Ok1nawa after revers1on,

(méré)‘ |




N

i e

: : School from Oklnawa.

and w111 return to Japan those no longer needed for the purposes of

Ui s

it owtl 1 Securlty Treaty, | B
k 6. Consonant w1th the appllcatlon of the Status of Forces Agree— -

" ment to Oklnawa upon reversmn and the absence thereln of ‘any prov151o‘n |

" that Wouid authorlze the' tra1n1ng of thlrd country‘natlonals in Jap‘an‘,

, the U. S. Government w111 remove the U S. Army Pac1f1c Intelhgence S

‘ U S Forces 1n Oklnawa W111 operate in; fu11

accordance w1th the terms of the SOFA as applled to Japan._‘ ¥

‘7 The purpose of ma1nta1n1ng an effective U. S m111tary mission

1n Okmawa is to a551st ‘1n assurmg the securlty of: the

ot Thus, the U S. base structure in Oklnawa Wl].]. be kept at a 1eve1

approprlate to fu1f111 commltments env1saged 1n t-h—eﬁa’l Securlty e

'."Japan, of course, ‘ w111 assume respons1b111ty for the defenses

e ,.‘of Okmawa 1tse1f » ‘

8. Today the people of Oklnawa, Japanese and Amerlcans can 2 all

: :be proud Our common hope is for peace’in th.ls reg1on and in- the world,

To th1s end, the step we have taken today - is a 51gn1flcant contrlbutlon

and we shall be able to progress toward that goal of peace m closer

: harmony.

‘ r East 1nc1ud1ng 3




o EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMER!CA 8

. CAUTION: NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST UNTIL ACTUAL
. SINGING OF OKINAWA REVERSION AGREEMENT,
EXPECTED AT 2117 HOURS, JST, JUNE 17, 1971

DRAFT: CHECK_TEXToN DELIVERY v

e ™~

_TEXT OF STATEMENT BY HIGH COMMISSIONER JAMES B. LAMPERT |

-ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING OF THE OKINAWA REVERSION
" -AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN -
‘ - IN WASHINGTON‘AND/"_I‘OKYO, JUNE 17, 1971 -

The s1gn1ng of the Reversxon Agreement between the Umted States

IR -

'and Japan is an event of hlstorlc 1mportance. In settmg forth the ba51c

’ arrangements requlred to accomphsh the return of U. S admmlstrauve

authorlty to Japan thls agreement w1ll make 1t p0551b1e followmg neces‘

bsary approval by the leglslatures of Japan and the Umted States, and
:other approprlate arrangements, for the Oklnawan people to achteve the

. long sought goal of reverslon. o

- This agreement represents the culmmatlon of’ many rnonths of

' N negotlatlons durmg which every p0551b1e conslderatlon has been glven
“to the‘ needs and desn’es of the Okmawan peo;)le, The Preparatory Com-
E mlssmn has played a valuable role through its de_lberatlons and by

brmgmg to the attentlon of the two Governments the vlews expressed

: by:-Ch‘ie_f ;Execg’tive Yara and ‘other repxﬁesentativ.es ‘of Okinawa.

Reverston will usher 1n a new era in Umted States relatlons Wlth

i

the people of Okmawa.. p In addltlon to the return of admlmstratlve

authorlty to Japan, the Treaty of Mutual Cooperatlon and Securlty between »
Japan and the Umted States and tts related arrangements W)ll apply to
Okmawa thhout modlflcatmn. U. S forces in Okmawa w111 have the
same status as the U S forces statloned m mamland Japan.

‘With the stgmng of the Reversmn Agreement the foundatlon has
now been lald for reversxon to take place ina manner whlch w111 both
preserve the bonds of frtendshtp and cooperatton emstmg between the
Umted States and Japan and promote the hvelzhood and well bemg of the
Okmawan people; ‘

l\ﬂoch remalns to be done between now and reversmn. ; As Htgh
Comm1ss1oner and U S. Representanve on ‘the Preparatory Comnusswn :
I pledge the fu]l support and cooperatlon of U S authorlues on Oklnawa :

as we a]l move forward w1th the remalmng tasks of preparatlon for; ) :

reverslon.
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NEWS RELEASE T71-111
June 17, 1971

EMBARGO - EMBARGO
CAUTION
N NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR BROADCAST UNTIL ACTUAL SIGNING OF THE
3: OKINAWA REVERSION AGREEMENT EXPECTED AROUND 9:17 P.M. JST, IN
> WASHINGTON AND TOKYO, THURSDAY, JUNE 17, 1971

Hidiy,

TEXT OF STATEMENT BY HIGH COMMISSIONER JAMES B. LAMPERT
ON 'THE QCCASION .OF: THE SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT
BETWTEN TEE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND JAPAN
 FOR: THE~ REVERSION 'OF:OKINAWA.TO JAPAN '
JUNE 17, 1971

The signing of the Reversion Agreement between the United

YN

A'States‘and”Japan‘is‘an'event”Gf‘historiC”importance;'“In‘set-

ting forth the basic‘arrangemenQS required to accomplish the

N

,returnﬂqf.U.S.aadministrative,authqrity to Japan, this agree-
\,_,th,,e,gle,g‘lslaturesw_of. Japan;:ar}d;,.t‘he_Uni'?ed S‘ta‘cegg, .vandq Qﬂt_he..r..
.appropriate arrangements, for the;Okinawan, people.to .achieve

the long sought goa1<ofﬂreVersion;‘:

This agreement represents the culmination of, many months
of negotiations during which everyypossible consideration has
_been given to the»needs and desires of the Okinawan people.k

The Preparatory Comm1531on has. played a. valuable role through

its deliberations and by bringing to the attention of the two
MGovernments<theﬁviewshexpressedwbyxghiefngegutive Yara and

,other representatives of. Okinawa.,;\

Reversion{will usher.in a new era in United States rela—

. Elons, with the people of Okinawa. In additiondtoﬁtpewretgrn
-“of;aninistratiye;authority'tg Japan?;tnerTreaty ethQtual
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Page 2, News Release 7l~-lll PAD, ..USCAR (June 17 1971)
Cooperat:.on and Securlty between. Japan and the Unite_d “States
and its,‘related;,.;‘arrangements w111 applyto OkinaWa |
modification. e U ‘S.‘forces in Olcinawa vrill have the same status
1 —r s
as. the .s. forces stationed in malnland Japan.,__,‘. R Ty ,~ kel
! With the signing o; the Reversn.on Agreement the f‘oundaw, . "
HE - ; RN , 8 ik | |
tion has now been 1ai _‘for reversion to take place in a . manner =
wwhich will both preserve the ‘bonds,. of friendship :and; coopera- 1 . ﬁ~ ‘
Lo ' PN 2 AT E SRR ZE O RS YL Y
t1 n existing, between the Unite, States.and. Japan angd. promote i 1ovifpe f1v H, Vv ¥+ YRRRR ( BERMFRo K BE) i
) : ,;‘ I - © i s 248 o 258 I
the livelihoo“\;and wellv-being of the Okinawan people s Crnin ok i ‘{: i % MEHRESEOWNRIEI N 2% T, 5, m%%g);ﬁﬁ‘_
Much remains to. be done between now and reversion. As mLBABL L,
-
High Comm:x.ssioner and 0.8 Representative on the Preparatory. s: e ;
Commission, I pledge the full ’support and cooperation of U.S. ) 197 156 H17H ‘?ﬁpﬁ;@" '/C&H' HREELEF L OHE
-authorities. on Okinawa. as, we all move forward, with,the remain- SIED m_:glt LCOVZ—~aR, B, ¥ ~ M EER ﬁﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁ
1 ) ‘ing tasks, of ‘preparation f’or reversion R RN T et e - ‘ ‘ : ‘ “ ‘ L , ‘
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