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Address by Prlme Mlnlster Sato
at the Slgnlng Ceremony

June 17, 1971

WI am 1ndeed happy beyond words to express my congratu-'
ns on the‘31gn1ng of thls hlstorlc Agreement on the
ever51on of Oklnawa.
'd Pre31dent leon showed the hlghest degree of statesman—
hlp when he made the decls1ons embodled 1n our 301nt
Communlque of: November,,1969.‘ Slnce then the negotlators
f:onfboth s1des have hammered out an agreement whlch 1s
: !'ally satlsfactory to both Governments. It 1s my s1ncere
,h that the leglslatlve branches of both Governments will
1ve the necessary support to the Agreement and make
:p sslble 1ts ratlflcatlon, thus openlng the way for
r v r31on whlch I hope w1ll take place at the earllest
.opportunlty 1nml972.v:' T

Thls document w1ll notionly place the relatlonshlp

the Uhlted States w1ll cooperate 1n order to contrmbute

to the peace and prosperlty of the A51aanac1f1c reglon

and hence to .the entlre world.' Thls, I belleve, 1s the

hlstorlc s1gn1f1cance of the Agreement 31gned today.

In recent years, economlc 1nterflow between our two‘*

 countr1es has developed at a” pace unprecede ted ‘in the’
Jfannals of hlstory, glVlng r1se at tlmes to problems needlng
l'adaustment. However, thls 1s a process symbollzlng the
\‘4:dynamlsm of such a relatlonshlp. I am entlr 1y conrldent
(";that w1th the splrlt of mutual accommodatlon,‘the problems

"currently fa01ng us w111 be solved as w1ll all problems

succeedlng them.' ‘,f'f)g
I w1sh to ray 51ncere trlbute to the gener051ty and

:humanlsm shown by Pre51dent leon and the Amerlcan people
“1n the rever31on of Oklnawa and pray for the prosperlty of

lthe Uhlted States of Amerlca.‘k\

To the’ ieople of Oklna a, b W1Sh to say | you ha?§~

lndeedgeaﬂused for a“long time;and:thefd‘

e LE

welcome you to the motherland 1e fast approachlng.‘

Let us now strlve to bulld tomorrow s Oklnawa Prefecture‘f‘~f‘

: hand 1n hand w:.th the people of MaJ.nland Japan.

Thank you.
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‘Statement by the Prlme Mlnlster
""" ‘on:the Signing of the. Asreement ; foes
' +the Ryukyu Islands and the :Daito: ‘Islands
~‘between Japan and the Unlted States“

fﬁOn the rever51on of:0k1nawa whlch had remalned for many
’,byea_s'as an 1mportant 1ssue pendlng between Japan and the-
‘fUnlthd States, fundamental agreement was reached in- the J01nt
Communlqueylssued in the“fnll of 1969 whlch called for the
eVers on'ofVOklnawa durlng 1972 free of nuclear weapons on

:the same(level as malnland Japan.‘ Slnee then every,effort







TRANSLATION. -

‘"ePfime Ministef Saﬁofe‘Teeet

June 17, 1971

: At the conclusion of this hlstorlc ceremony,
> LI would like to propose a toast to everlastlng
”,frlendshlp between the peoples of Japan and the
; Un1ted States: and to the brlght future of the people
of Oklnawa who are- belng welcomed back to thelr

B motherland.
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Address of Fdreién Minister Aichi
at the :Signing Ceremony

June 17, 1971

I would 1ike to say a few words on" the occ331on of the

‘:’31gn1ng of the Agreement between Japan and the United States

of’America on the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands.,

Since the issuance of the historic J01nt Communique

¥between Prime Minister Sato and PreSident Nixon in November f

'1969, steady efforts made over. a year and 'a half by the:;

egotiators of the two Governments to draft the rever81on s

greement have culminated 1n final agreement being reached

;etween Secretary Rogers and myself in Paris on June 9th

On‘that occasxon, I promised Secretary Rogers that I would be ( ‘iﬁff

“\Hing With h1m again over telev131on. It gives me great

'i;pleasure to fulfil this promise by taking part~1n the un- -

.precedented simultaneous 51gn1ng of this agreement through

he relay satellite.A I -am confident that this event will
»respond to the fervent wish of the one million inhabitants

;jof Okinawa and of the entire Japanese people and that it will

:\place the relations of friendship and amity between Japan and
} United States of America on a firm and ‘lasting founda-

tion. It 1s my earnest hope . that the present agreement will

"come into effect at the earliest possible date and thus pave

the way for the return of Okinawa "to the motherland
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Address by Fore;gn Minister Azch;
Atter Slgnlng of Related Documents

q“‘,,_;;i?',, 1971

The 31gn1ng of ell the documents relatlng to the

rever51on of Oklnawa has Just been completed.,ff

I would 11ke to take‘thls occa31on to express my

heartfelt appreclatlon to Ambassador Heyer for hls

untlrlng endeavors 1n th negotlatlons on rever31on

51nce hls assumptlon of offlce two years ago and to

Mlnlster Snelder as wellbas to Under Secretary Johnson

and other 0ff10131$ concerned in Washlngton for all

thelr efforts 1n brlnglng these negotlatlons to a

successful conc1u51on.‘iﬁ=n~;g; it e e ‘ o




