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TRANSLATTON

Address by Prime Minister Sato
- at the Signing Ceremony

June 17, 1971

Secretary Rogers, Ambassador Meyer

I am 1ndeed happy beyond words to express my congratu—

frlatlons on the s1gn1ng of thls historic Agreement on the

"freverslon of Okinawa.

’Presldent Nixon showed the highest degree of statesman-
ship when he made the decisions embodied in our Joint

Communlque of November, 1969. Since then the negotiators‘

on both sides have hammered out an agreement which is

‘mutually satlsfactory to both Governments. It is my sincere

w1sh that the leglslatlve branches of both Governments will
glve the necessary support to the Agreement and make
poss1ble its ratlflcatlon, thus openlng the way for
revers1on which I hope will take place at the earllest
opportunlty in 1972.

‘This documentvw;ll not only place the relationship
of mutual,trust,andlemity between the two countries on a

much’firmer and more solid basis than at any time in' the

,past;fit'will‘mark the;birth'of:a new era where Japan and
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the United States will cooperate in order to contribute
to the peace and prosperlty of the Asian-Pacific reglondw
and hence to the entlre world ThlS, I believe, 1s the"
hlstorlc 51gn1flcance of the Agreement slgned today.

In recent years, economlc 1nterflow between our two
countrles has developed at a pace unprecedented 1n the
annals of hlstory, glVlng rlse at tlmes to problems needlng
adaustment However, thls 1s a process symbollzlng the

dynamlsm of such a relatlonshlp. I ‘am entlrely confldent

that w1th the sp1r1t of mutual accommodatlon, the problems

currently fac;ng us w1ll be solved, as w111 all problems
succeedlng them. - » N o
‘ I w1sh to pay 51ncere trlbute to the gener051ty and

hnmanlsm shown by Pre51dent Nixon and the Amerlcan people
in the rever31on of Oklnawa and pray for the prosperlty of
the United States of Amerlca.i it - |

To the people of Oklnawa, I w1sh to say. you have
1ndeed endured for a long tlme and the day when we w1ll
welcome you to the motherland is fast approachlng.

Let us now strlve to bulld tomorrow s, Oklnawa Prefecture
hand in hand with the people:of;nalnlandyqspan.

Thank you. ‘ sl o




TRANSLATION

Statement by the Prime Minister
on the Signing of the Agreement
.on the Ryukyu Islands and the Daito Islands,
between Japan and the Unlted States

~ June 17, 1971t

I am 1ndeed gratlfled that the Agreement on the revers1on

of Oklnawa, so long awalted for by our people has been signed

'”between the Governments of Japan and the United States.

I am deeply moved when I cons1der how the people of

‘Q;lenawa must feel about thls great event and I w1sh to commend
'jthe w1sdom of the' peoples of our two countrles whlch ‘has

‘brought about thls great accompllshment.

On the - revers1on of Oklnawa whlch had remalned for many"
years as an: 1mportant 1ssue pendlng between Japan and the
Unlted States, fundamental agreement was reached in: the J01nt

Communlque 1ssued 1n the fall: of 1969 whlch called for ‘the

’grevers1on of Oklnawa durlng 1972 free of nuclear weapons on .
lthe same level as malnland Japan. Slnce then every effort

”‘was made by both Governments to 1mp1ement thls Agreement as

a result of whlch, pendlng the comlng 1nto force of the

,present Agreement the path has been set for the return of

thls terrltory to the motherland.

The rever51on Agreement I belleve is the startlng p01nt

.of the new Oklnawa Prefecture.bf , 4

The -
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‘the new Paclflc Age.ikf"h

cooperatlon.H

-

The Government has already embarked upon preparatlons

to 1nst1tute numerous domestlc measures to promote the economy,"

of Oklnawa and to secure the welfare of 1ts people.x It is
our 1ntent10n to do our utmost, pendlng ratlflcatlon pro-
cedures for the Agreement and dellberatlons in ‘the Dlet to

'1mplement these measures w1thout delay 1n the maklng of a

‘~‘prosperous Oklnawa Prefecture.j W1thfrespect to the problem»f'

‘of clalms of the people of Oklnawa‘v1s a v1s the Unlted
States, we 1ntend to take, after rever51on approprlate':"‘

‘kdomestlc measures. ?“

"L had once stated that the post—war perlod w1ll not

have .ended for Japan so long as, Oklnawa had not been returned

‘to the motherland""

I am. confldent that the tlme has’ now arrlved when, with

‘the 51gn1ng of the Rever51on Agreement Japan can truly be

sald to have emerged from the post—war perlod and is ready

‘to move forward to face the new era of the 19?03, partlcularly

When I cons1der the future of - our‘kountry 1n the face

kpof these new challenges, I feel bound to renew my resolve
wfto do my utmost 1n seeklng solutlons to the problems of our

lpeople both at home and abroad and 1t 1s 1n thls connectlon

that I call upon my people for thelr understandlng and




TRANSTATION

Prime Minister Sato's Toast
June 17, 1971

At the conclusion of this historic ceremony,

I would like to propose a toast to everlastlng

friendship between the peoples of Japan and the
United States and to the bright future of the people

of Okinawa who are being welcomed back to their

3motherland.‘
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'TRANSLATION

Address by Foreign Mlnlster Aichi
After Slgnlng of Related Documents

June 17, 1971,
The 31gn1ng of all the documents relatlng to the~“

reversion. of Oklnawa has just been completed

I would like to take thls occa51on to express ny

'heartfelt appreciation to Ambassador Meyer for his

untiring endeavors in the negotlatlons on revers1on
since his assumptlon of offlce two years ago and to
Minister Snelder as well as to Under Secretary Johnson
and other OfflClalS concerned 1n Washlngton for all

thelr efforts 1n bringing these negotxatlons to.a

‘successful conclu51on.
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