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SXT OF REMARKS: OF UNITE) STATES AMBASSADOR AR MIN 1T,

ON THIS: OCCASION Q¥ HE EXCHANGI O Nbl[\b\/[]' \"J..S‘ (:I! AT LI 1

o THE OKINA\«VA RIZVIST

' 1xon saxd~

geographm positioning should have been the bbest of ne1ghbors.

Because of the 1mportance of thls o

Smce» ,' 'e

Japan and the Umted States ha.ve ach1eved th;s W1th the return

ou b'mng' the peoples, the raw materla ls

the» Lechnolo«xes, '




TEXT OF REMARKS OFF UNITED STATIS AV[T’ASSADOR AMIN FLOM YIS
ON THIE OCCASION OF T BEXCHANGIS OIF I INSTRUMENTS OF RATLIMC /‘ lI().\ .
OF THE OKINAWA REVIEERSION AGRIEIZMISNT .
MARCH 15, 1972 .

: 1dual soverel.gnty
To few nations falls the honor of peacefully returning territories

; o apan To quote Presxdent Ntxon.‘ 4 beheve the return of Okmawa

to Japanes admxmstratmn w1[1 be one of the most 1mportant accomplhh- acquired as a result of hostilities, It has been my happy privilege I;ot’.aj

to have exchanged with me mbere of the Japanese Government 1nstrumcnt<; . !

our ‘postwar poltcy 1n the Far East. X

'

eres”ts' we can

r: ‘Omm°n bases of. prospemty and mutual : of ratification of a treaty to return the Ryukyu Islands to Japan and to have:

ve- forward: 1n“, ur Jomt thrust toward a world of peace. - signed a protocol affirming this exchange.

It'is. w1th ;pleasure, therefore. that I have exchanged ‘the mstrum( nts

. . Nme months ago we assembled in this place, and others gathered

of rat1f_ atmn on behalf of the Umted States Government thh the Govu-n-
' m Washington, to sign the Okinawa Reversion Agreement On that

ment of Japan and on behalf of the people of the Um.ted States, to convey .
' ' occasion, President Nixon said: "Becauge of the importance of this

to all assembled here and to the people of Okmawa. and Japan our best: .
‘ RTINS Agreement, it will be submitted to the Senate for its advice and consent.

‘ hes for a happy, reumted future.

***-' I will urge the Senate to give its advice and consent. ' ’ |

The instrument of ratification which the Umted States deposus
here this day reflects the hearty approval of the American people, as
' S . \ ' 7 O voiced by the unanimous vote, of the Senate Fo reign ‘Relations Committee;
) {*\ as approved by a large maJorlty of the elected representatives of all
Americans in the Senate of the Umted States, of reversmn of Okinawa
to Japan on May 15, 1972, (
Okinawa came under American administrative control at the end of
a long, and tragm war between two nations which by nature h1story and

RS O geographic positioning should have been the best of neighbors. Smce
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the war, we have proved this by our 1*ecord4shatterihg trade in material

, 'good.s; by the multiplicity of our inte llectual exchanges; and by our '

‘. ever-burgeoning growth in two-way tourisns.

It is needless to recite the detailed arangements for reversion:
the lands or facilities which the United States will'be permitted lo
retain for use; or the lands and facilities which Japan will obtzin, These

are all matters of public record.

What should be noted here today is the reality of the heights

to which two nations acting in concert and harmony can achieve .

Concert and harmony mean not merely an ending of war, but more
importantly, a de.sire to build between nations a stepstone toward a world
of peace. ‘ ‘

Japan and the United States have achieved this, With the r‘e’turn
of Okinawa ‘to.Japanese administration we may act in concert and
harmony as_ full and equal partpers in the éruesf sense of these terms.
Separaéely, we can achieve much in helping to build the developing
nations of the world; together, ’ \;{e can achieve more.

We can, and I believe, we shall work together toward that goal

of world peace. Combining the peoples; the raw materials, the technologies,

the talents of our two nations, we shall come closer together and move

toward a common destiny.

The reversion of Okinawa fulfills a longterm promise {6 the peoplec

of Okinawa and Japan: that rQSiydual}fs,overei‘gnty of Okinawa belongs™ .

to Japan. To quote President Nixon, "I believe the return of Okinawa = i

to Japanese administration will be one of the most important accomplish=. -

ments of our postwar policy in the Far East. "
In our common bases of prosperity and mutual interests we c‘an
move forward in our joint thrust toﬁérd a world of peacé. b
It is with pleasure, t'herefc')re, th‘fat I have exchangéd theins,truménts
(‘\k of ratification on behalf of the Unil;ed States Government with the Govern-
) ment of Japan and, on behalf of the pAeo;A)le of the United States, to convey
) to all assembled here and to the people of Okinawa- and Japan our best
wishes for a happy, reunited future, .

R
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PRESS RELEASE

——:L'—'X ‘ﬁ%’t

u.s. INFORMATION SERVICE

CAUTION: ADVANCE TEXT FOR RELEASE 3 PM MARCH 15, 1972

.- TEXT OF REMARKS .OF UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR ARMIN H. MEYER
ON THE. -OCCASION OF: THE EXCHANGE OF INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION
OF THE OKINAWA REVERSION AGREEMENT .
MARCH 15, 1972

To few nations falls the honor of peacefully returning ter-
ritories acquired as a result of hostilities. It has been my
hapny privilege today to have exchanged with members of the
Japanese Government 1nstruments of ratificatlon of a treaty to
return the Ryukyu Islands to Japan and to have signed a protocol

affirmlng this exchange.

Nine months ago we assembled in this place, and others

gathered in Washington, to sign the Okinawa Reversion Agreement.

On that occa51on, Pre51dent Nixon said- "Because of the impor-
tance of this Agreement, it will be submitted to the Senate for
its advice and‘consent. I will urge the Senate to give its

advice and consent.”
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The instrument of ratification which the Unitedfstates. oy

deposits here this day reflects the hearty approval of the

' American people, as voiced by the unanimous vote:of the Senate~

Foreign Relations Committee; as approved by a large majority of DR

the elected representativeskofball Americans in the séﬁéteQbf
the United States, of‘reversion of Okinawa to Japan on May 15,
1972. ‘ o

Okinawa came under‘American administrative control at the’
end of a long, and tragic war between two nations which by nature,
history and geographic positioning shduld have been the best of
neighbors. Since the war, we have proved this by our record-
shattering trade in material goods; by the multiplicity of our
intellectual exchanges; and by our ever~burgeoning growth in two-
way tourism.

It is needless to recite the detailed‘arrangements for re—
version: the lands of facilities which the United States will be
permitted to retain for use; or the 1ands and facilities which
Japan will obtain. These are all matters of public record. ‘

What should be noted here today is thecreality of thefv
heights to which two nations acting in concert and harmony;can
achieve. Concert and harmony mean not merely'an ending of war,

but more importantly, a desire to build between nations a

stepstone toward a world of peace.




Japan and the Unitedbstates have achieved this. Witﬁ thei'
return of Okinawa to Japanese administration we‘may act in con-
cert anayharmbny as full and equal partnefs in the truest sense
of thésé terms. Separately, we cah aéhie&e much in‘ﬁelpihg to
build thé’deVeioping-nations éf the wérld; together( we”éan
achiéve mQré; | Ly o
We»dan) énd I believe, we shall work together toward that

goal of world peace. 'Combining the peoples; the raw materials,

the technologiés, the talents of our two nations, we shall come

~closer together and move toward a common destiny.

The re?eréion of Okinawa fulfills a longterm promise to the
people of Okinawa and Japan: that residual sovereignty of
Okinawa belongs to Japan. To quote President Nixon, "I believe
the retarn'of;Okinawa to Japanese administration will be one of
the most impbrtaht accomplishments of our postwar policy in the
Far East.";

k In our common bases of prosperity and mutual interests we
can move forwérd in our joint thrust toward a world of peace.

It is with pleasure, therefore, that I have exchanged~thé
instruments of ratification on behalf of the United Statesiéov~
ernment with‘the Go?ernment of Japan and, on behalf of the people
of the United étatesl to convey to all assembled here and to the
people of Okinawa and Japan our best wishes for a happy, reunited

future.
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