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Address by Prime Minister Eisaku Sato
before the America-~Japan Society

April 14, 1969

' Mr, President, Excellencies, Distinguished Guests,
Lodies -and Gentlemen: '

= T am extremely happy and deeply honored to have been given
" this opportunity today to address this distinguished group of
leaders from the political, business and academic worlds in the
.Ugg'éd States, I am particularly grateful to the Anerica~Japan
olgty for this occasion where I can present my views in a
rank’ and forthright manner, . ' B

. 'ooo You are visiting Japan at the height of the spring season
“-yhen my-country is at its finest, L ‘sincerely hope that you will
. enjoy your stay here and, at the same time, will further deepen

~ your understanding'of my country,

As all-of you are aware, in the 100 years following the

i Restoration, Japan has succeeded in the task of moderni-,

on. ., Needless to say, the process which led .to this achieve~ ..

mert was founded upon a unique cultural pattern which had been

- Hurtured over thousands of years, It was on this foundation that

. W6 wero able to build the image of a modern Japan by absorbing,
_diggsting and harmonizing the philosophical and material values

- of Western civilization, In particular, the effect and influence

_7ofthe contacts which Japan had with the United Statgs over these
100 years have been.most far-reaching, Since Japan was awakened

“from its 300 years of isolation by the arrival of Commodore Perry
“to our' shores; our two countries have continued to maintain a olose
' relationship’as two great nations on the opposite sides of the
-Pacific, During this time, there was an unfortunate period when

. e found ourselves as adversaries in a bithter war, However,

. the fundamentsl relations between our two countries as Pacific

ok powerS”reflected the international situation in the post-war Asia

- and. the interests of our two countries coincided in many fields of

¢ our national activities to an even greater degree than before

" the 'war, It was upon such a common foundation that the Japan<U,S,

_Security was concluded, To-day, under this Treaty, our two

mtries have established a partnership.and are cooperating in -

tenance of world peace in the face of a rapidly changing

ionaligdtuation

J
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fact that one million inhabitants of Okinawa, who are part of ©
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T am. convinced that Japan and the United States, adhoring
to the principles of freedom and democracy, share a common
philosophy and a common ideal toward state and society, This
stems from the spirit of true freedom and equality which is
predicated upon the preservation of individual dignity and
the recognition that all men are equal,  The United States has
consistently lived up to this spirit ever sincé its birth as

have finally come to acquire throtgh an arduous process of

"~ a mation, In the case of Japan, it is something which the people’

" historical experience.

~ Today, both Japsn and the United States possess a’ common out-
look in political, economic and cultural affairs, With technologi-
cal innovation'and the spectacular advance ‘'of science and technology;

“the distance between our two countries has been conspicuously

narrowed, ' 4s Pacific nations and, again, as advanced nations, our
-duties and our responsibilities- are self-evident, ' I firmly .~

~believe that the wisdom and the industry of the Japanese people
' will bring ‘about peace in Asia and that these very qualities
can becone a maijor force to ensure 'stability in‘ﬁhg liveliboqd

of''the' people in this part of the vorld,

However, I wish to take this opportunity, espeoiallj, to
point out' that, if Japan and the United States are to contribute

_to world peace as true partners, there is a certain obstacle ‘that .

must be surmounted. That, as you are -undoubtedly aware, is”the

~question of Okinawa,

With your deep knowledge of international politics, I am -

"»sureithat you' aré familiar with the historical backgrqundijn,
" which more than 60 countries have acquiréed independence since the

end of the Second World War, Before these countries achieved .
their independence, there were many cases -in which arguments were

- brought forth to either limit the scope of autonomy to be:offered,

or postpone the day when independence would be granted. Indeed,
in certain of the situations; such ‘arguments appeared to have

“some validity, Judging from the results, however, they were of

no avail, ~They proved to be futile when faced with the over-
whelming desire of a people’to change the'state of ‘affairs wherein

., 1t"was considercd unjust for one people, by virtue of a higher
_ political sbatus, to exercise control over another, :

: "lwhét‘I want you to urderstand more théﬁ”ahyﬁhiné'élse,éon; =
cerning Okinawa is the basic nature of the problem, namely the -




" understood in Japan,

- desire is exceedingly strong,
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our natlon with a proud history and a high cultural standard,
find themselves today, more than twenty years after the war,
stlll under the administration of a foreign power and unable thus
to enjoy the furdamental rights of being Japaneze citizens, It
has ceased to be just a political problem; it has become a

"humanltarlan issue.,

To be sure, the fact that the role of the United States in

' Oklnawa is not a selfish one, particularly the fact that the bases

in Okinawa are playing an important rolec in the meintenance of
the peace and security of Japan and the Far East including Japan
and the fact also that the United States has been teking various
measures for the welfare of the inhabitants of Okinawa are well

i Indeed, it will be said that it is for this
reason that" the foundation of U,S,-Japanese friendship has not
been shaken 1nsp1to of being burdened by the difficult problem of
Oklnawa for these many years.

chertheloso, even in the-midst of such a favorable atmos-
phore of amity and mutual undersbandlng, this problem should no
longer be allowed to go unheeded.- There is a natiohal consensus
in Japan which calls for the earlJ return of Okinawa and this 4

' In these 01rcum3uanees, the longer the delay in arriving
at a solution to the Okinawan question, the greater will be the
dlfflcultles that face our two countries in the political field,

I am corvinced that it is in the national interest of both
our. countries to overcome all obstacles and to seek a peaceful

“ and mutually SatlsfactorJ settlement of the Okinawa issue, Once

this ' is achleved U.S,~Japanese relations will assume a wider

“dlmens1on and we could hope for a further development of such a
'relatlonshlp over the long term.

The attaimment of this objective is, I consider, my supreme
duty as a statesman and it is my sincere hope that the accomplish-

“Q.jment of this duty to my people will contribute to the sound develop—
£ men'(: of "the' amlcable relatlons between our two. countrles.

I would like those of you who are present here today to under-

‘-stand this point . of view and to help set the right direction 1n
",the trend of Amerlcan publlc oplnlon.

~In the same way that -you have - dlsplayed your interest in Japan,

I am sire ‘that -you are. also deeply 1nterested in the general situa-

One

';fundamentﬂl polloy

‘1ts diversities in history, ethnic background, religious traditions

-~ :aomong thesé countries.
{ y'with each other in.the common task to overcome . poverty through
" cconomic cooperation hos begun to emerge.
~“trend will have the most far-reaching effect on the future of Asia. E g

“through bilateral negotiations. '

3"become 1ncr0051ngly close, supportcd as. they. are by the econoriic

“volumo betwoen the two countrles exceeded seven bllllon dollars both

A

One of the greestest problems in Asia is the war in Viet Nem;
another is the. attitude and posturce of Communist China. It is
gratifying to note thoet with the commencement of the talks in Paris,
the conflict in the Indo-Chinese peninsula is expected ultimately .
to be brought to an end, The United States and Japan share together

“the wish that the fighting will stop at the earliest possible dete.
. S It is my earnest hope that the partics concernod w1ll contlnue the
?u:_negotlatlons w1th calm and porseverunco. :

JQpan keeps the door open to Communlst Chlna by malntﬂlnlng

:a[,e spe01al policy of separating pOllthal and economic matters. On
" the Chlnoso mainland, the Cultural Revolutlon which has lasted for )
‘over three years is boglnnlng to run 1ts course and the Ninth Party

Congress is under way. We arc unable “to percelve, howevor, any sign

fthet the Commmist Chinese regime intends to follow: a flexible line

in.its external: relations,’  ‘As far as my. country is concezned, we
will continue to follow developmentSfobJectlvely whatever the ;”_; e
initiatives and actions taken by ChlnL ‘and seek to pursue our

As1e hes long been markod by a. heterogeneous chnracter with

and customs. ‘Coupled with the fact that a great many of the: countries

‘of {Asia have a colonial past, intra-regional relations have beeh’

limited and, in certain cases, there has ever been mutual distrust !
Of late, a spirit of solidarity to cooporate

Tham convinced that thls

I: expross the | ‘hope” that ‘the United. States and the other advanced
nations of the world will furthcr incréase thelr efforts in a531st-

'1ng the fullsscale cconomic development of As1an countries through

such, international orgenlzatlons ‘as the Asian. Dcvolopnont Bank “and
'T would like to emphdsize in this
connection that peace. in A31a is dlrcctly relcvant toithe peace of
bhe world. .

. I would like to say, a few words about one flnal toplc, namoly

tho economlc relationship between our two countries, e e

I welcomc tho fect that Jepancse-American economic tlos have

‘growth of our respectlvc countrlcs. For.lest year, the total:trade




o

Ways. Our exports to and imports from the United States each
faccounted for nearly 30 per cent of Japan's total world trade.

- For the United States too, Japen is one of its best custoners.

The smooth and sustained development of this mutual trade is also
of deep politicel significances

I evaluate highly the rolc that the United States hos assumed

”‘%s,the champion of free trade in the post-war world. In my country

also, there is an increasing awareness that the free growth and

- “expansion of trade and cconomic sctivitios in the world is indis-
f”pensable to our own growth. However, some-of you may point out

" “'that the liberalizetion meesures teken by Jepen arc inadequate.

[On this point I would like to reply that cconomic progress cannot
toke placesimulteneously in all sectors of tho econonly. Inevitably
‘there:are’ certein soctors which fall behind and onc of the major

‘problems of the Government is to institute special measures to

.correct the strain for a certain fixed period.

;“ 1}W§'ar9 making every cffort to correct such a strain end I
believe that as a result thereof liberalization of trade and capital

transaction will be aciiieved soon in all sectors of the economy.

In-any event there will be no turning back from this direction, for

the policy of liberalization has clready been built in into the

Jaopanese economy and we are already making steady progress on the

-wey to liberalization. I strongly hope that the United States

will fully understand and grasp Japan's resolve as well as the

.current situation of By country and continue to perform the role
- of champion of the free economic system in the interest of ex-
.- pansion and prosperity of the world economy.

e

I expect thot numerous problems requiring solutions will continue

~to occur between our two countries. In this connection we must not

. overlook the existence of forcas which attempt to harm the friendly

" relations between the United States and Japan by utilizing such
"lssues. Nevertheless, inspite of the existence of such forces, I

‘ :gm~firm1y convinced that it would not be possible to create a rift

. in the relationship between two societics such as ours which share ' -
+  fundamentally the seme aspirations and where cooperation is in-
“ evitably in the common interest.
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