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Statement of November 17, 1959 by Lt. General Donald P. Booth
Relating to Nike Firings in Okinawa

High Commissioner, Lt. General Donald P. Booth, has been informed
by the USCAR staff of several petitions asking that Nike firings be suspended.
It appears that there are two separate groups of people each with different

motives that desire to have the Nike practice firings suspended.

One group is led by people who oppose firings because in so doing they
know that, if successful, they weaken the defenses of Okinawa and thereby
- make Okmawa more vulnerable to a successtul attack if an attempt at aggression
is made. These people are motivated by a desire to weaken the military posture
of the peoples of the free world or discredit actions by peoples of the free world
in any way possible. This is readily apparent by listening to or reading their
words and noting how closely their words follow the Comm umst Line. )

They are also delighted to instill fear and apprehension among the people

since this is to their advantage in getting a following to ask suspension of the
Nike firings.

The second group is composed of people who have an honest and sincere
apprehension that something may happen to them, their loved ones or their
property. Unfortunately their apprehensions are deliberately being aggravated
by the first group of Communist sympathizers mentioned above who are telling

them either falsehoods, half-truths or deliberately misrepresenting the situation.

It is to allay the apprehensions of the group which has honest and sincere
misgivings that the High Commissioner desires the actual facts to be given.
The other group knows many of the facts but deliberately misrepresents them
to gain their own ob]ectlves in weakening the free world position and the defense
of Okmawa

The Nike missile batteries on Okinawa ‘are solely for defense against
enemy aircraft. The characteristics of the Nike are such that its range is
incapable of reaching any major land mass from Okinawa, thus it cannot be
used as an offensive weapon. This missile has gone through many, many
successful tests before its acceptance as an operational defensive weapon
agamst alrcraft

The firings now being conducted are for the purpose of retaining the 3
prof1c1ency of the crews of the various batteries on Okinawa and training the
personnel of these batteries so that they are constantly ready and in the highest
state of proflclency to defend Okinawa.
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Some personnel of each battery on Okinawa have previously fired the
Hercules missile prior to coming to Okinawa almost a year ago. However,
because some of these experts return to the United States for reassignment
each year it is essential to continue training the men here to be most pro-
ficient in their work; otherwise, when called upon to actually defend Okinawa
against enemy alrcraft attack they may be unsure of themselves or not give
the performance expected of them. In anything that requires skill - such as
dancing, rifle or skeet shooting, hunting, or sports, practice is essential if
proficiency is to be maintained or improvement in skill is to be made. This

is why the Nike firing practice is being conducted. Such annual firing practice

is an essential military requirement. Top proficiency of these batteries is
of high importance to all people on Okinawa since these batteries are for the
defense of Okinawa. The Okinawa people therefore should not only be proud
of the high performance capabilities of the Hercules missile which can knock
down an enemy aircraft 75 or more miles before it reaches Okinawa, but
should be reassured by the fact that practice firings are being held to gain
and maintain the highest possible proficiency to defend all who are on
Okinawa in case of an attempted attack. :

Unfortunately there are some people in the Ryukyus who are in sympathy
with enemies of the free world peoples. These people deli‘berately falsify
the reasons for the missile firings to stir up antagonism against free world
objectives. Informed and knowing people can compare their talkings with
communist propaganda and recognize them for what they are.

Although annual firing practice of the lee -Hercules is an essential
military requirement, it is intended that it be done with the minimal

! disturbance in connection with economic factors. It also goes without say-

ing that there is continuous thought and study given to the safety of people
and property.

Although the practice firings can be conducted from any of the Nike
battery sites, many, many weeks of study were put in to select the site
which would cause least inconvenience and minimal adverse economic effect.
The site 1 in Yomitan-son was chosen for this reason. For instance,-in lay-
ing out on a map the danger zone fan from some sites, the restrlcted waters
would include better fishing areas, or the fan would have to be smaller
because of outlying islands, or boat routes would be interfered with more
often.
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-no one enters where he might get hurt.
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It will be noted that notices of the Nike firings indicated that except in
one instance the danger area at sea and in front of Nike on land would be for
three days each week beginning Saturdays. In each of the two week ends so
far used, the firings were completed early and the restrictions lifted early
so that in actuality only two Saturday mornings were used for firings.

The three days were set aside for safety reasons. In each firing, there
are many safety precautions taken. An airplane is sent out early to see that
no ocean craft is in the danger area. The land area seaward of the Nike site
is inspected to see that no one is there and then the area is guarded to see
The second firing on October 31, was
actually delayed due to thke fact that a boat was discovered in the danger area.
Also on November 7 some of the news photographers were seen on the berm
too near the missile where they had gone in their enthusiasm to obtain good
close-up pictures of the firings. They had to be asked to move (in order to
assure their complete safety).

Everyone concerned is doing all possible to see that safety precautions
take first priority even though the firings are essential and must continue.
Each missile itself is checked and re-checked by very complicated instruments
designed for that purpose.

Recently reports have come in from villagers that materials have fallen
into or near the village. An investigation is being made by the army to determine
whether these have actually fallen there or whether they were carried there by
hand. The solid propellant of the booster is made up of stringy rubber - like
materials which are normally consumed in flame when the boosters are ignited
gpon launching. This material is highly inflammable and is also poisonous if
taken internally. Any such materials found should be turned over to Govern-
ment.of the Ryukyu Islands police. Investigation is also being made to determine
the source of any other materials allegedly found in or near the village.

If the materials allegedly found are determined, in fact, to have come from
the booster upon being fired and to have landed where alleged, then the most
probable conclusion is that the direction and velocity of the wind on the morning
of November 7 caused the items to fall outside of the established danger area.
The High Commissioner in his desire to ensure that all possible safety
precautions are taken, has given instructions that if this be the case, future
firings will be made only when wind conditions are such that booster materials
will fall within the established danger area.

RV SRV
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Although this may delay firings frequently well beyond the Saturday
mornings and even into late Monday in some instances, the High Commissioner
feels that safety of persons and the safety of property outside the danger area
is the primary consideration.

Those beople who have honest and sincere apprehensions regarding the
Nike firings may take assurance that all steps humanly possible will be taken
to prevent accidents and to protect the safety of the people and their property.

_This is basic.



CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ON OKINAWA

1. In the spring of 1953, then Deputy Governor, Major General B. A. D.
Ogden, discussed with Chief Ezecutive Higa the desirability of establishing
an Okinawa Advisory Group to give local interests an opportunity to present
their views officially and provide the Deputy Governor with expert advice on
the question. ’

2. The Chief Ezecutive agreed whole-heartedly with the proposition and
on 7 May 1953 formally reaiested the Deputy Governor to establish a Land
Advisory Board. On 9 May, General Ogden responded in a letter to the Chief
Executive stating that he was authorizing the establishment of such a Board
and requested the names of 7 to 10 qualified candidates after the consulta-
tion. General Ogden said in his letter: "The persons to be appointed to
this Board must be persons who will represent the interests of the ‘land owners
on Okinawa."

3‘; The following members of the Okingwa Land Advisory Board were
appointed and first met on.8 June 1953:

Mr, Hiroji Chibana, member
Mr. Kosei Nakamoto, member

Mr. Hajime Irei, Chairman
Mr. Shusei Higa, member
Mr. Akio Nagamine, Member

L+ The Land Advisory Board, after a number of meetings and consideration
of the problem, on 26 September 1953 submitted a letter to the Deputy Governor
proposing a 6-point land policy, the most important of which were:

a. Only land temporarily required should be rented. Land
permanently required should be paid for in full with title to rest in the
GRT who would guarantee use to the United States for as long as needed.
(Alternatively, it was suggested that title be transferred to the United
States to be returned to the GRI upon termination of U,S. need).

b, Individuals to be resettled in Yaeyama should be offered an
option of three times as much land as they had lost in Okinawa, should be
given $200 moving e xpenses, provided transportation to Yaeyama, and should
be assured of adequate facilities such as roads, schools, hospitals, etc.

c. Land taken by the United States should be paid in full at the
time of taking. :

5. On 29 September 1953, a similar letter signed by Hajime Irei, Chair-
man of the Land Advisory Board, was handed to members of the House. Armed
Services Committee who were visiting Okinawa at that time.

6. On the basis of the Land Advisory Board's recommendations, General

*+ Ogden submitted his recommendations to higher headquarters on 19 October 1953

for a lump sum payment program. Such recommendation was adopted by, then
Governor, General J. E. Hull and forwarded to Department of the Army in
Decenber 1953. .

/7. In the final

7. In the final report to the Deputy Governor on 1l July 195), the Land
Advisory Board, while recognizing that considerable dissatisfaction and doubts
had arisen over prospective solutions of the land problem, stated the land
owners still preferred to be paid in full for land permanently required rather
than in small amounts annually. The principal argument against lump sum ‘
payment advanced by opponents of the plan, as described in the Board's letter,
was: " ' SR -

"The lump sum payment of rental means the sale of the land to the United
States and if such an e xample is once made, the entire land of Okinawa will.:
be bought out by the United States in the future and all inhabitants will be
driven into it gradually." S ‘ :

8. This program of opposition to a fair and equitable settlement of
the land problem continued and culminated in the development of the. h-points
which was the position of the Ryukyuans presented to the House Armed Services
Committee in Washington by the delegation headed by Chief Ex ecutive Higa
an;isby those who testified before the Price Sub-Committee in Okinawa in October
1955, - . ; . o s .

9. Following the statement by Lt. General James E. Moore on 16 June 1956
that the Price Conmittee recommendations reflected initial recommendations by.
representative Ryukyuans, the original members of the Land Advisory Board
were interviewed by the local press. They all denied having recommended lump
sum payment initially. Privately, some of them indicated they were not’ speaking
for the people in whatever recommendations they might have made. -

10. CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY

0

Land Advisory Board recommended lump sum payment

26 Sep 1953

" 19 Oct 1953 Deputy Governor submitted estimates for land

acquisition by lump "sum payment method
12 Dec 1953 Recommendation of Deputy Governor forwarded
- by CINCFE to Washington -
Jan 195} and Land owners in submitﬁing appeals to USLAC
later dates designated 5 members:of Land Advisory Board
. as their representatives :

1l Jul 1954 Land Advisory Board again affitmed to Deputy

Governor that land owners desired lump sum
payment but that agitation for annual rentals
was increasing. o ‘ ‘
(Land Advisory Board dissolved)
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[ LAND ADVISORY BOARD
i RYUKYUS COMMAND
SUBJECT: land Adquisition 26 September 1953
TOs . Dgputy Governor
: USCAR™ -
APO: 331

‘IJith respect to the acquisition of land in Okinawa,
requested ‘that the Deputy Governor give u]bmost consideration
8 ollowing matters: L . o

e Only land needed by the Uhitcd States for short term
ofary-use. should ‘be rented.. To rent all land does nobt: .
adequately compansate the land’ owner and does not provide him
money. *oiacquire new land, .-
1 h ORI who! will: guarantee ugé
to the Uhited States for as 1ong a3 desired or thtle rest with
the United ‘States and upon | departurs rest with GRI.
hat ‘individual must’ be fairly compensated.so that he can’
ate himself.’ ;~ o

to pay for'? sxpenSﬂs involve 2 .Government of the Ryukyi.

ble public land and the United

States: should furnish transportation and support the island -
(Yaeyama) development ‘with two million dollars in public v'orks
such a8 construction for roads,

facllities, :

schools

kinawa should be given a
neidental to the move,

Yy until the end of the y

taking, not at''s éme 1a ter date..

HAJIME IREI
- Chairman ,
Land Advisory Boardz_

hospitals and water

100 '

lt iSt

Other land should be paid for in; full.

It is p‘ointed

noney

full
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY THE AMERTICAN AMBASSADbR FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

. I have noted that as a result of recent press statements, parti-
cularly about the Price Sub-committee Report,there have arisen mis-
apprehensions concerning American intentions in Okinawa and Japan. I
want to say emphatically that there has been no change in our basic
policy either toward Okinawa or Japan. With regard to the Ryukyu
Islands we have recognized Japan's residual sovereignty and have no in-
£ n of gee to_acquire permanent possess £ the isl When
we returned the Amami Oshima Islands to Japan in 1953 the Secretary of
State said that“the United States would contimue to exercise its present
powers and rights in the remaining Ryukyu IslandS.,...s0 long as condi-
tions of threat and tension exist in the Far East," No one can predict
exactly how- long those conditions will obtain, but it remains our con-
sidered estimate that they necessarily may last for some timees In the
meantime, I am sure our friends everywhere realize that our presence on
Okinawa is part of our contribution to that joint strength essential to
the defense of freedom.

With regard to the Security Treaty with Japan, it is important to
remember the spirit in which it was drafted, which it expresses, and
which continues to animate the collaboration of our two countries, That
treaty demonstrates the interest of both nations in the maintenance of
international peace and security in the area, It also unites them in
maintaining the security of Japan itself toward which specific end Japan
and America are partners and neither acts alone without consulting and
considering the best interests of tThe other,

}\w@s TN M e N =)
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v STATEMJ..NT OF GE,NERAL LB:CINITZER
x GOVERNOR OF THE RYUKYU. ISLANDS; on.
THE UNITED STATES LAND POLICY IN O INAWA

5 the: B ukyuan people.. At my request “th Un ed'States ‘has Aelready

°‘, emergency a1d to Okinawa_. These d‘saster rellef

part of the Government'of e_‘Ryukyu ,Islands. : Today‘ I want to ;

S

T"{dlscuss th:Ls sub,]ect further and to lay befere you cert.a:m mport.an

’ :;»features oi‘ the Unlted States Govermnent 's program..

"L, The fate of war brought the Un:Lted btates to the Ryulgyus,

. where :|.n Okmawa one of the bloodlest battles in hlstory of: the

£

”'world was fought S:mce tha.t t:une peace has settled in the 1slands

but the peace in- these J.slands, unfortunately, was not exbended
v

t.o the rest o:t‘ the world. ‘ In order to malnta.in peacev in thls part

;prevaJ.'Ls in the Far }!est The Unit.ed St.ates has no 'berrltorlal

iambltions nor does 1‘0 seek econonu.c advantages.v The threat to peace '

iy




‘been forced to-'do 86 only because of hard necess:.ty.

i ance’ 46 the Ryukyuan people, - ' o o

or the security of the Ryukyu Islands and the free world nations

[

Cof the western Pacific. - . .

n5, The Unn.ted States Government has no deslre ‘o deprlve a

s:.ngle clt:.zen of the Ryukyus of ‘the use of’ hlS land, - and we have

We recogn:l.ze
our obl:LgatJ.on to pay i‘a:Lr rents, and only thls year we :anreased
Fur-

\

‘ '.ou.r rental rates on farm 1and by approxmte]y three t:mes

.thermore,. we have prov1ded both employment ‘and, econom:.c an.d for
Ymany thousands of Ryukyuans. Un:u.ted States expendltures here will,-.
‘dur:mg the perlod l July 1956 through 30 June 1957, rov1de

A approxn.mately dollars 55 m]_lllon or 37% of the expected natlonal

. llncome of the Ryukyu Islands. Also since 1947 the United States

has,provided more than § 200 OOO 000 i‘or rel:.ef and economic ass:Lst-

-
i

"6 Now we are prepared to go i‘urther to solve some off our
mutual problems. As a flrst step, I have d1rected a comprehenswe
rev:Lew of all m:.lltary requ.lrements for: land :Ln the Ryukyus, with '
a v1ew to reducmg our ex:.st:mg requlrements wherever poss:.ble and

. of lmu.tmg new vaulSltJ.on to the absolute num.mmn. ' In determ:m-—

1ng mlna.mmn requlremen’os s we have used the most austere standards )

- b_elo}v- those vhich we.would use anyvhere élse in the world, _even.

oy
Py Y

As a resul% o

to the e:d:ent of restrlctlng our mn.l:d:a;t’:,r opera’olons .',

of thls rev:l.ew, we have found on the one hand that it may be

\ .
ant:Lal amounts of land

~poss:|_ble :Ln,the near i‘uture to release subst

v

but on the other ha.nd we have also determ:.ned tha some addltlonal ."“_4

"""land w1ll have t.o be acqu:_red for mllitary purposes. I would llke

E;"to tell you, as'one example, hat plans to acqulre add:.tlonal land, B

to bu1ld an a:.rstr:u.p on M:Lyako Island have been cancelled :m nE

v‘splte of the f jct that such an alrstrn.p would be oi‘ great m:.lltary 7

curlt,y of the Free World, S \ -

. ", I can tell you that t,he Unlted Sta.t.es has decn.ded not. to‘ ]
aoqulre ownershlp or fee tltle to a smgle tsubo of Ryukyuan land

J
B even though we canno’c, now foresee exactly when we shall be able )

' to release the land to the owners. The tlme when we can release J.t
i :

depends 1argely upon the ‘occurrence of a s:.gn:Lf:Lcant eas:mg of

those :mternatlonal tens:.ons Jand pressures v\hlch g:.ve rn.se to our

land requlrement. - o e T

"g, I have furt,her d:rected a thorough rev::.ew of our appralsals

i

of the value of land w1th partlcular reference to the relat:.onshlp

of the annual ‘income from farm land to the total value of the’ land ?"f

4

I bel1eve tha’o our new appralsals m.ll be ‘fa:Lr and generous and I

5

-am conv:.nced that all Jmpartlal observers »Wlll f:.nd them 80.




-5 -

<

-

"9. In order to arrive at fair appraisals we have consulted .

. at length with off:.clals of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands

and of the local governments. Our f:mdmgs are based on Offlcla.l

Ryuk Juan statlstlcs concemlng land classni‘:l.cata.on, 1and product:L-

: '}4'v1tY, crop Pr:.ces, farm expenses fam labor, and_other relevant

"'factors. We have carefully :anestlgated :mterest rates, we have

'analyzcd answers to thousands of questlonnaares recea.ved from

.1Ryukyuan 1andowners , -and have takentsst:\mony from hundreds of land-

owners. Our - representatlves have gone :.nto the flelds and har-

B vested and’ measured crops such as rice and sweet potatoes in order

" to assure themselves of the facts.

B are emlnently falr. In adda.t:_on, there w:\ll be, the rlght of appeal

: t.'o a new ju'dicial commission to Jbe appomt.ed by the Unlted States -
becretary of Defense, This con'nnlss:_on 1s bemg establ:\_shed in

: accordance w:u_th Ryukyuan recommendatlons and :Lt w1ll provide an.

mdependent rev:Lew of actlons taken by local mll:.tary agencies

‘ relat:Lve to land acquls:\.tlon.

'"10.‘ As the result of our reappralsals we are prepared to

give landowners 1n lleu of annual rentals a ‘cash payment a greab

. many t:u_aes more than the annual rent for the full use of their

; Jpropert:y.‘v_ ThlS cash payment will not be’ for the purchase of land—-
| ‘?Sﬁl sald not one tsubo Wlll be permanently acqulred — but will

I am conv1nced that the appralsals'vl

be payment for full use’ of the land by the Un:Lted States so long

. as’ :|.t \may "be needed. Whenever ‘the need for the use o;f.’ the land

to offer the s:mgle large payment vhlch 1 have descr:\.bed

'only partle.l use for an :mdef:_nlte per:Lod and whlch the owner :|.s

. money in such a way as “to prov:Lde mterest or an. annua.l mcome

ceases o exist, the 1and w:Lll be promptly released to the owner, ;,_ .

Moreover, we shall cont:.nue

w:.*hout any repayment by the owner.

3 v
tto pay annual rentals o the owners up to the moment we are prepared

o “ll In case of Lland of wh:n.ch the Un::.ted States requlres

§

permltted to farm, the Unlted btates proposes to vaun.re appro- ;

prlate easements for whlch sultable payments mll ‘be made. For '

‘_'other land the use of whlch is requ:_red for relat:.vely short

perlods annual rentals w:Lll cont:Lnue to be peld.

- M2, ﬁ:very landowner may use h1s payment as he wlshes. A
‘ plan is be:mg developed for the beneflt of those owWners . who w:.sh
vto depos1t the:Lr payments or part of them, lfor such time as they
-desire » in a. governmental fund for the cooperatlve use of the

from the use ‘of this capltal. These 1andowners W1ll thus have

an aSSured annual 1ncome from their property, whlle at the same

Further detalls of this ,’ -

time preservmg their capltal :.ntact

lan wh:n.ch I emphaszz.e will be on a purely voluntary bas:Ls w:Lll

be announced later. v s

i3



e Ryukyu Islands are assist:mg :m

Islands and the Government of th

"here are cons:n.derable areas of

the ﬁdevelopment oi‘ new 1ands.

. perlod Of greater Pr osper:.ty andwinc’rgasj_';}g wéli—being :

not under cult.:L-
The Unlt.ed Stat.es Civ:Ll Admmlstra’c-lon n.s prepared to

‘

:Ln\bulldlng roads and publn.c fa.c:.lltles wh:.ch Wlll make 1t

re: consmera.ble amounts of arable land wh:Lch are

vatlon.
' ass:.st

"'profltable to use these 1ands. W:Lth the cooperat:_on of the

: ,pr:m :n.ples of a comprehenS:Lve, Just and practlcal program for t.he
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hat no Dec tion-of Taklng
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ffect tha.t‘ all ¥




s ffectlve 1mmed1ately, to valldate r_eal}rlghts or leases" in’
n lands)and/or prépertles thereon, ¢

: Reg tr
with, Upon pregentation of ‘th ;decree ‘of ‘th Court
to: reglster the real right'o se-in hi
: of"mnety (90) ‘days:shall commence wit

A foes for preparatioﬁ
- of documents ‘and for

Son, yo! ‘Fee. B
(where applicable)
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0, the United States: at the - L
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* .. 'HODERICK M, GIILIES .
Acting Civil Administrator
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OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR FOR INMEDIATE RELEASE

June 27,~195§
I have noted that as a result of recent press statements,
particularly about the Price Sub-committee Report, there have arisen

misapprehensions concerning Ameriean intentions in Okinawa»'nd

I want to say emphatically that there has been no change,

in our basic policy either toward Okinawa or Jap“

>( _ Cto he Ryukyu\Islands we have recognized Japan s residu overeignty i N

i;wan ‘have no i‘tention of seeking to acquire permanent p ss ssiom

~ of ands.' When we returned t;

ion exist in the Far East.:

No'one can pr’dict e

pr Aon 0kinawa is part of our eontribution to that joint oo

st

gth essential to thevdefense of freedom. A
, e With regard to thl?Security Treaty with Japan ‘it is . ' . . ' ) ‘
impor"ant to remember the spitit in which it was drafted, ‘which

,7it expresses, and which continues to animate the collaboration‘

of our wo countries. That treaty demonstrates the 1nterest

i ' gof both nations

n the naintenance of international peace “and

;fsecurity in the rea.




THE OKINAWA IAND FROBLEM
A Proposal for Amicable Settlement

In the interest of the United States in Okinawa, in the interest

of the people of Okinawa and in the interest of Jaranese=American ree=

- lations, the problem of land acquisition by the United States forces

in Okinawa should be settled on a reasonable basis without delay,

- l. It is a well-known fact that land acquisition by the United States
(" forces on the basis of lump-sum payment has met with the vigorous
opposition of the peoplé of Okinawa and has been the cause of various
(A, . political and social apprehensions and confusion. It is fortunate
that wfth due cognizance of this situation the United States Govermment
has decided to re~examine the lump-sum payment formula, giving hogpe
and ?xpectation to the people of Okinawa that a satisfactory settlement
is ;'brthcoming. ) '
In re-examining this problem, we hope that the United States
(' Govermment will not fail to appreciate that this is not alone the con-
cern of the individual landowners whose iuterests are directly ine
volved, but also a fundamental issue in which people of Okinawa as a
vhole have a serious interest, It is no exaggeration to say that
whét hangs in the balance, depending upon how this problem is setfled,
is the cooperation of the people of Okinawa with the United States,
We therefore earnestly hope that the United States..Covermment will try
to find out a solution of this problem which will creat an atmosphere
in which not only the landowners but also the people of Okinawa as a
whole may codperate whble'-heartedly with the United States forces in

Okinawa in the performance of their duties,

%
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2o Uhile there are various reasons why the individual landowmers
oppose lump=-sum payment, it is necessary to explain the fundamental
reason why the people of Okinawa in general so strongiy oppose this
method of payment, "

Normally the right to use land is acquired either by ac'quisit-;lon_
of ownership through outright purchase or by rental or lease contracf;.
The people of Okinawa consider the latter method, that is lease con=
tracty; to be 'Ehe most natural and proper method by which to furnish

the use of their land to a foreign government agency, even though

~ that agency possésses administrative control, While it is clearly

stipulated that even though the United States Govermment acquires a
determinable estate by lump-sum payment, ownership continues to rew=
main with the owmer of the land and hence there is no transfer of
ownership, the concept of determinable estate which is not the séme
as a rental agreement is something which the people of Okinawa find
it extremely difficult to understand from their knowledge of laws It
is undeniable that such a concept of right has cuased suspicion and
apprehension of the people of Okinawa, The basic reason for their
opposition to lump-sum payment lies in the fact that a foreign govern=
ment would acquire a right which they cannot understand,

It may be argued whether or not the lump-sum payment is more
advantageous to the owner than the rental payment from the economie
point of view, Howeve;', putting aside the economic aspects of the
matter, we cannot ignore the fact that not only the majority of landes

ouners but also the people of Okinawa as a whole vigorously oppose
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thet such compensation be paid as soon as possibles
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the very right which would be established as a result of payment of a

~Jump sums In conclusion, the basic element involved in this matter i 4o It is our understanding that what the United States seeks pri )

is ot the mroblem of whether or not the lump-sum payment is advane ? marily in Okinawa is the use of necessary lands for a necessary period

tageous to the owners but the problem of whether or not the right | of time without hindrances and ’ohgt so0 iong as these objectives are

acquired by the United States through such method of payment is ace met, the method by which they are attained, whatever it may be, is a

secondary matter for the United States Govei'mnerrb. The people of

ceptable to the people of Okinewa,
' -~ Okinawa are not opposed to the use of theip lands by the United States

3e  In view of the above circumstances, we strongly request the { forces at all, What they are requesting the United States Govermment

United States Govermment to adopt the following propossl as & means is accommodation as to method of acquisition of lands, They merely .

to settle the land aoquisition problem: 1 (e want the United States to abandon the lumpesum payment formula and

(1) 2. Totel abandonment of the lumpw~sum payment and adoption of

agree to acquire land under lease c¢ontracts, It is particularly to

Jease contract without stipulating a specific time 1imite be emphasized that although it is customary for lease contracts to

Pe land rental to be paid anmually, such rental %o be re- ’ stipﬁla'be a time limit, we propose that no time limit be imposed so

examined every three to five years, In the event land is returned, that the United States may be enabled to use land without fear of

- - 0] 'y t- ; :
the United States will bear the responsibility for restoration or 4. contracts expiring while such land is required thus being interferred

. b N
payment of compensation therefors O with in its primary objective as stated above,

¢s 1In determining the rent, a Land Rent Assessment Comm:a.tteg ~ Howevér, becanse we anticipate the United States forces to be’

(tentative name), composed of United States and Ryukyuan members, using the land for a considerable length of time, we propose that rental

+ - s v
shall be created so that the popular will may be fully reflected, : be subject to re~examination every three to five years so that changes

(2) Periocd of use of land by the United States forces shall be as in 1land values may be duly taken into accounts It is to be pointed

long as need thereof contimwes, If within such period civil juris- out that complaints of landowners about rental for their lands have

diction is restored to Japan, the use of land thereafter shall be mainly stemmed from the fact that the United States forces authorities

determ;ned by the United States and Japanese Govermmentse . have made unilateral decision thereon. Although it may be unavoidable

(3) No compensation has been paid for damages or losses to land that there will be a certain difference of opinions between landowners

, . . R
and other property used by the United Btates forces prior o the and the United States authorities concerned as to the amount of rental,

coming into force of the Japanese Peace Treaty, It is requested
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we consider it not too difficult to find out an equitable amount of
rental inline with the overall economic folicy in Ckinawa, poliéy of
commodity prices in particular, For this pufpose, we ﬁropose the
es;bablishmen'h of a committee which will be able to0 prevent umecessary
disputes over rental probiemso A -

Withlreg'ard to abolition of ‘the lumpesum payment system, it may

. be argued that since there are som¢ landowners who prefer to be paid

in lumpesum, the question of method of payment should be left to the
landovners .o'ption, Or this point we should like again to emphasize, as we
have pointed out beflore, that the question of Lump=-sum payment

does not stop with the individual landowners bu*S is the genersl concerﬁ
of the people of Okinawa, The fact must not be ignored that our people
vigorousiy object to the very establishment in Okinawa of a right of
determinable estate as a result of land acquisition under a lmnp-smn'
payment, Hence, if lump-sum payment ‘is established as a s-ystem, it will
mean the dashing of t}}e hopé and desire of the large majority of the
ian&owners and the people .of Okinawa who are ready to cooperate with

the United States forces. To repeat, our understanding is that the
objecf;:i.ve of-the United States forces is to be assured of the use of
requifed land for a required period of time, If this'objective can be
fully attained, we firmly believe that the United States would not
insist upon the lump-sum payment to which the people of Okinawa ape

so strongly opposed, -

B, The vast majority of the people of Okinawa, while earnestly dee

siring to be restored to Japanese sovereignty, want to give their

b

whole~hearted cooperation 'bo.the ‘United States under the circum=

stances, If; -i‘ortuna’pely, the land.pvoblem is settled with sympathj
and understanding of the United States Goverrmen;b,' in a manner that
gives satisfactlon to our peopie s We as their leaders will ke in a ‘ ; :

less embarrasesd- position to further the above spirit of cooperations

OKINAWAN DELEGATION ON
THE LAND FROBLEM,
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