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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
L January 20, 1955

Mr. Vinson 1ntroduced the following bill; which was referred to
i the Committee on Armed Serv1ces
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.To provide for the administration of the Ryukyu Islands, and

for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repregsenta- '

oo tives of the United States of America in Congress assembledl.
That until such time as Congress shall further provide for
the government of the territory, territorial waters and in-

f ) habitants of Nansei Shoto south of 29 degrees ngth latitude

| (except the Amami Oshima group of islands which have been

(. returned to Japan), hereinafter referred to collectively as the

Ryukyu Islands, all executive, legislative and Jud1c1a1

authority granted the United States pursuant to article 3 of

the Treaty of Peace with Japan shall be exercised by the

Secretary of Defense ggyhis designated representative, in

such manner as the Pre51dent of the United States may

f direct or authorize. In the exer01se of this authority the

Secretary of Deﬁense shall encourage the development of

an effective and respon31ble Ryukyuan government, based

on
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on democratic principles end supported by a sound financial
structure, and shall make every effort to improve the welfare
and well-being of the inhabitants of these islands and will
continue to safeguard their economic and cultural intercourse.
The Sécretary“of Defense shall keep the Secretary of State
currently informed of activities in these islands affecting the
fordgn relations of the United States; relations with foreignk
countries and international organizations with respect to
these islands shall be conducted by the Secretary of State.

Sec, 2;‘ The representative of the Secretary of Defense
shall be known as the High Commissioner of the Ryukyu
Islands gnd shall have such powers and perform such duties
as may be assigned to him by the Secretary of Defense under
the provisions of this Acte.

 Sec. 3. No laws of the United States previously or here-

after enacted, except those which have force and effect out-
side the territorial limits of the United States, shall have
any force or effect within the Ryukyu Islands nnless specifi-
cally made applicable thereto by Act of Congress which ‘
refers to these islands by name. The Secretary of Defense
shall appoint a commission of three persens(te survey the

field of Federal statutes and to make recommendations to

the



the Congress of the United States within twelve months

after the date of enactment of this law as to which statutes
of the United States shyould be made applicable to the
Ryukyu Islands. The report of the Commission shall include
recommendations for amendments to such statutes which

may be necessary or appropriate. ‘

Sec. 4. The laws of the Ryukyu Islands, and the laws,
proclamations, ordinances, directives, and regulations of the
Unitéd States Civil Administration in the Ryukyu Islands
notiinconsistent with the provisions of this law and which
are in force as of the effective date of this law are confinued
in force subject to modification or repeal by the Cbngress of
the United States or by the President of the United States
acting through the Secretary of Defense of his designated
representative.

4 Sec., 5. .The proceeds of all taxes and assessments which
may be levied and all fees collected by the Ryukyuan Gov-

ernment and the United States Civil Administration in the

'RyuKYu Islands shall be expended for governmental pur-

poses and for the general welfare of the inhabitants of the

islands.
Sec. 6. .

-4 -

Sec. 6. There are_hereby authorized to be appropriated
annually by the Congress of the United States such sums as
may be necessary and appropriate to carry out the provisions

and purposes of this law.
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