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Reexamination of the Arrival of Cécille:

The Demand for Improvement of the Living Context
in Okinawa by Cécille and Its Influence

SHIMOOKA Erina

In 1846, the admiral Cécille arrived in Okinawa, and he asked the government of the Ryukyu
Kingdom to sign a treaty of friendship and commerce. This request was refused, but Cécille suc-
ceeded in getting an oral agreement about the improvement of the treatment of French missionar-
ies in Okinawa. Based on this oral agreement, Le Turdu and Adnet, two French missionaries stay-
ing in Okinawa from 1846 to 1848, were given more freedom than Forcade, who had lived in
Okinawa from 1844 to 1846. However, the government of the Ryukyu Kingdom also benefited
from this agreement and managed to divert the situation to create a favorable context. Although
Cécille could not obtain a signature on a treaty of friendship and commerce, he prompted the gov-
ernment of the kingdom to grant certain concessions to improve the residence of French missionar-
ies in Okinawa. This study attempts to define the content of the oral agreement and its influence.
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