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[CONFIDENTIAL]

Remarks by Dlrector General Yasul
' at the Bighth Meeting
of the Consultatlve Committee

It glves me great pleasure that an agreement has been reached
etWeen the Unlted States and Japan today on the antlcloatedwasslstance
program of the Government of Japan to Oklnawa for JFY 1966, ‘

| Subsequent to Prlme Mlnlster Sato's v151t to Okinawa, the

scale of the assistance program of the. Government of Japan for the
next flscal year will more than double the anount for the current
fiscal year and new assmstance projects, such as the sharlng of
one;half of school teacher g salary, the med;oal ingurance program,
the gowernnent'employee'e'retirement annuity program and the
establlshment of TV statlons on Sakishima isles will be initiated.
Thus, " the ass1stance program of the Govermment of Japan to Okinawa
will mark an unprecedented improvement in both quallty and quantity.
I flrmly belleve that the fact that an agroement has been reached
~on this epoch-making nrogram in such a short period of time, only about
40 daye since the original: nrOposal was made by the US side on September
" 20th, exempllfleg the deep matual. underatanding and the spirit of cooperan
tlon between the Unlted States, Japan and Oklnaua, and will insplre‘f 0
brighter hope for. future in the mind of 1nhab1tants of Oklnawa.;:'
All of these thlnas brought 1nto rellef through the agreement on
the ald program are essentlal factors not only for the effectlve‘

handllng of the assistance program, but also for the solutlon of

“ varicus probleus concernlng OklnaWa.'
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I consider that this as51stance program of the Government of

Japan, together w1th the a551stance from the Unlted StateS, which

. we expect to 1ncrease alSO, will mark a great step forward in the

promotlon of welfare and well-belng of ‘the 1nhab1tants of Okinawa,
and the further advancement 1n reduclng the dlfferences between
Okinawa and the comparable prefectures of Jaean proper. I hope
that in concert with this 1mprovement “the contlnucus “improvement
will be made on the varlous aspects of admlnlstratlon in Okinawa
other than the 551stance program, such as the strengthening of
the: Government of the Ryukyu Islands, solidification of autonomy

and easing of travel restrlctlons, as 1 requested at the last

: meetlng of thls Gommlttee. I wish to request that the U S. side
‘w1ll conbinue to review the admlnlstratlon of Okinawa and to take

~ appropriate steps to make further improvements in it.

As regards the mattor of the loans for the Okdnawan industries
from the Japanese Government'financial inetitutions, vhich was
proposed by the U.S. 51de at the flfth meetlng of this Committee, .
the Japanese Government will continue to study it and submlt the

conclusion to thls Comnittee as soon as p0551ble. -

Thank you very much.
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© STATEMENT -

BY
AMBASSADOR RETSCHAUER

JAPAN-U S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON OKINAWA

NOVEMBER 2 1965

(DETAILED AGENDA ITEM NO. 8)

3 _Mr. Fore1%? Minister,
o Mr. Direc

or General:
Thank you, Mr. Foreign Minister, for your expression of

‘mESatisfaction with the Technical Committee's work in considering the

A

‘proppgals for Japanese Government economic and technical assistance to the

Ryukyuylslands during‘the nextHfiscal year and in compiling the 1list of

... projects which Colbnel'Napier‘presented to the Consultative Committee f'

" earlier at this meetimg. I also am pleased by these achievements of the LSBT

ﬁf:Technlcal Comm1ttee whlch reflect favorably the friendly cooperation and

o

pe

competence of the members of that Comm1ttee I am especially pleased

‘that the members of that Committee were able to meet a much earlier
deadline for completing their work this year and L wish to thank them for
“their hard work and personal sacrifice. The success of both Committees
'symbol1zes the cooperatlve sp1r1t with which the parties concerned are

'”approach1ng the realities of the continued United States administration of

”}f the Ryukyu Islands.
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