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Reply by Minister Emmerson Statement by Dir ctor o ‘\

General Mort on the @uestion of the Efl%s ;o be

Flown on R  Veg s ls

Mr. Mori has recognized that there are diffiéuiiiéé ariféiﬂq 6\11: df |

legal considerations or related o mtemationa.l practices concerning

the vessel flag problem, He has requested the U, S side to u'y to
overcome these leqal considerations and other difficulties.
Foreign Mimster Shiina., however, 1ndicated that therea were a.lso
leqal difficulties involved on the J apanese side, a.nd we understand
that .Tapanese law would not permit the flying of the Japanese national

‘flag on Ryukyuan vessels. ’I’he 1ega.1 difﬁculties surrounding the flag

questi on, therefore, are not sol,ely;on the American side, but include

difficulties of Japanese law over which the U.S, has no control,
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