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Remarks by Director-General Tanaka :
at the Thirteenth Meeting of the Japan-U.S.
Consultative Committee on. Okinawa

’

.

January 11, 1968

I took office as Director-General of the Prime Minister's

Office last November. . Although I have not had the opportunity

to-visit Okinawa because of the opening of the Diet immediately

‘after my appointment, I should like to visit Okinawa at an earliest

poséible 6§portunity and to handle properly, with your cooperation,
problems pertaihing to Okinawa in future. :

| As you know, and as mentioned in the Joint Communique between
President Johnson and Prime Minister Sato followiné talks last

the .

November, Prime Minister Sato expresséafgz;ohg desire of the Govern-
ment énd people ‘of Japan for the return of:tﬁe aaministrative rights
dvér the Ryukyu Islands-to Japan and’emphaéi;ed-that an agreement
should be reached between the two governments_within a few years
on a date satisfactory ﬁoyﬁhem for ghe reversion Qf these islands.
The Prime Minister and the President furfﬁer agreed that, with a
view toward“minimizing the stressés’which willzarise at such time as
administrativg riéhténare;restéred\tovJapaﬁ; Measures should be taken
to identify further the Ryﬁkyuan peopie and their institutions with
Japan‘proper and:to promoﬁe the ecohomic and social welfare of the

Ryukyuan residents. To this énd, they agreed to establish in Naha

" an advisory committee to the High Commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands.

Thﬁs, I think that the cooperation bef}een‘the United States and Japan

to handle Okinawén problems has reached the new importaﬁt stage.

I should like to do my beét to fulfil my task at the beginhing
of this new phase - of the édoperation between the United States‘énd
Japan. I ask for y§ur understénding and coopération.

Thank,you‘very much.
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at the Thirteenth Meeting of the Japan-U,S,
Consultative Committee on Okinawa

dJanuary ll,1968

It is really'delightful and of great significance that the
Governments of Japan‘and the United States have reachedAan agree~
mentbtoday here at this~meeting on the proposed Japanese Govern-
ment's econom1c a351stance to the Ryukyu Islands Whlch has been
worked out through several ‘informal meetings between the United
States and Japan.

» The main prOJects of this a551stance include various items
which are urgently needed and very effectlve for prométing-trélfare ‘of
1nhab1tants and 1ndustria1 development such as further improvement of
contlnued undertakings in the fields of culture, educat1on, social
welfare, land development industry and economy, establlshment of the
‘Department of Health Sciences in the Unlver31ty of the Ryukyus, con-
struction of the new Naha Hospital, and Naha Port expan31on of civil
fac111t1es of Naha Airport, 1n1t1atlon of 1ong-term 1oan for housing
constructlon and industrial development, 1mprovement of f1nanc1a1
ability of Shi-Cho-Son. I believe that‘the enforcement of these projects
will contrlbute a great deal to eliminate’economic and social gaps which
still exist between Okinawa and Japan proper, and to promote the sense of
identity. ‘ I

" I should like;to,express my sincere appreciation to the Government
of the United States and Higthommiesioner'for their efforts and deep

consideration for broadening autonoméusi rights of the Govermment,: *

PN,

improvement of welfare and well-being of Okinawan inhabitants and
promotlon of policies for furtherance of the sense of identity between
Oklnawa and Japan proper. However, I think there still remain many

problems such as~the participation of Okinawan representatives in the

Japanese Diet with the floor which was debated at the Diet last year,

public election of the Chief Executive of the'Ryukyu Government, and

‘securlng ‘of the fundamental rights of Oklnawan 1nhab1tants as well as

e11m1natlon of gaps between Oklnawa and Japan proper in the fields of

-welfare and well-being of inhabitants and the 1eve1 of admlnlstratlon.

Fortunately, on the occasion of the establlshment of the Japan-US-
Okinawa Advisory Commlttee, I expect with confidence that the Advisory
Gommittee, as well as negotiations between Japan and the United States
through the Japan-US Consultative Commlttee ‘and other diplomatic channels,

will be actively operatéd:iand varlous problems concerning the 1dent1flcatlon

of Oklnawa W1th Japan proper will be rev1ewed comprehen51ve1y and systematis

cally, and the related pOllCleS will be steadlly carried out.

" Thank you very much,


















































































