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Press Release (Draft)

1. The 14th meeting of the Consultative Commititee on
Okinawa was held in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs at 10
o'clock of July 1, 1968, Foreign Minister Takeo Miki,
Director General Tatsuo Tanaka represented the Japanese
Government and Ambassador U. Alexis Johnson énd High Com-
missioner of the Ryukyu Islands General F.T. Unger did the
Uhitéd States Government at the meeting.

24 In the course of discussions of the meeting, the follow-
.ing exchange of views took place with respect to questions
relaﬁed ?o the promotion of "ITTATEA" (integration and
-identification) between Okinawa and Japan proper,

General Unger made a report to the Consultative Committee
dﬂ ﬁhe~act§vities of the Advisory Committee to the High
Commissiqner of the Ryukyu Islands in the period since ifé ,
establishment on March 1, 1968. Both the Japanese and i !
American participaiths of the meeting recognized with satisfac-
tion that the Advisory Committee has been making great con-

tributioné to the promotion of "IPTATKA" between Okinawa and

Japan proper.
_Direétbr General Tanaka presented the views of. the
Government of Japan on the question of "ITTATKA" and emphasized

\ 7}
that in the future course of the implementation of ITTATKA

programs



programé measures should be taken ;n a comprehensive and
systematic ménner with a close cooperation between the
Governments of Japan, the United States and the Ryukyu
Iélands.,

Ambassador Johnson welcomed the statement of the,
| . Director General and stated that the United States side is
prepared to extend cooperation in a flexible manner toward
the solution of problems which might arise in the future
course of the.promotian of "ITTAIKA",
3, 'The Ambassador further emphasized the importance of
the Japanese Government aid program in the 1molementat10n
‘of “ITTAIKA" programs ané stated that it would be de51rable
if the Japanese Government could give some indicationAof
the magni?ude of its ald program fo?-the next assistance
fiscal yeai4at the esrliest possible date this autumn. In
this connectlon, the Ambassador suggested that priority be
given. to "ITTAIKA" in the field of health and social welfare,
'The Japanese side stated that it would give active considera-
tion to the requests of the United States Governmenf, with
particulaﬁlatfention to the U,S. request concerning "iTTAIKAJ
in thé field.éf health and social weliarea
4, With respect to the question of "Diet participatiOﬁ",

Foreign Minister Miki, while stating that active study is

being



-3 -

being given by the Japanese side to the solution of domestic
legal and other problems involved, requested favourable
consideration on the part of fhe United States Government
toward its early realization. - Ambassador Johnson stated
that he is not in a position to make any.comment on the.
request .at this stage, since the question of "Diet participa- -
tion" involves numerocus difficulties for his Government.

The Ambassador added that the United States Government wishes
to be kept "informed of the progress ef the study‘on the

part of the Japanese sides
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