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PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES
FOR THE PREPARATIONS FOR REVERSION AND
THE FUNCTIONING OF THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION

ADOPTED APRIL 21, 1970
April 15, 1970

At the 19th meeting of the Japan-United States
Consultative Committee on Okinawa, the Governments of
Japan and fhe United States agreed, according to the
Exchange of Notes of March 3, 1970, between Foreign
Minister Kiichi Aichi and United States Ambassador Armin
H. Meyef, on the‘following.principlgs and guidelines for
the preparatioﬁs.for the return of the administrative
"rights 6fer Okinawa to Japan and for governing the future
functioning of the Preparatory Commission. It was also
agreed.fhat the Gonsultati;é Committee would estaﬁlish
.additibnal principles and guidelines as necessary from time

to time.

I, GENERAL
1, . The preparations for reversion of Okinawa are to
be underﬁaken after close coqrdinatién and consultation by
the authorities of Japan, the United States and the Ryukyu -

Islands,



Islands, reflecting the progress of diplomatiec negotiations

in Tokyo for the conclusion of an Agreement to acc@mﬁlish

reversion as sebt forth in the Joint Communique between

Prime Minister Bisaku Sato and Presideﬁt Richard M, Nixon

of November 21, 1969, .

work

2. The prime considerations for this preparatory
are as follows:

a) The welfare and interésts of the inhabitants

_of Okinawa are to be promoted with full censideration

to their views and aspirations; and orderly and stable

trangition in the social, economic and commercial

fields is to be assured.

b) The administratiﬁe rights of the United States
in Okinawa will remain intact and unimpaired until the
time .of reversion.

. ¢) The complex efforts required of the Government
of Japan in order to prepare for the assumption of
administrative rights after reversion will be made

wifh‘speed and eiffectiveness through the cooperation

~of the #uthbrities concerned.

. d). While carrying out preparabtions to apply the

Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security and related

- arrangenents without modification to Okinawa upon

reversion, the effectiveness of the United States

Forces
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\ﬁg;ces in Okinawa in terms of the security of tﬁe

Far East ineluding Japan is to be mainbtained.

3., With respect te preparabtory works which require
iwplementation by the Government of the Ryukyu Islands,
that Government may accept necessary assistance, including
advice and guidance, from the Governwent of Japan in co-
operation with the United States authorities in Okinawa.
The assistance of the Government of Japam %o the Government
of the Ryukyu Islands will be extended through the Okinawa
Bureau of -the Okinawa-Northern Territories Agency of the

Japanese Government to be established in Naha.

TI. PREPARATORY COMMISSION

1. The Prepératory Commission initiélly shall give

' priority 'to the following tasks:

é) Identification of proeblems to be solved before

the return of the administrative rights anqx_ﬁhé
)’Coﬁ M(/P\-i?_ )

dev151ng of measures ﬁee~eeévrag such problems as

are to be dealt with in Oklnawa, the measures in-

cluding, inter alia, local preparations as necessary

to establish the‘Okinawa Prefecture and to facilitate
the appllcatlon to Okinawa of the Status of Forces
Agreement as well as-a@y@eﬁyiate dfg%é%%%?ﬁi?%%Jthe
functions of the United States Civil Administration

of



"

of the Ryukyu Islands.

b) TFaking into comsideration the long-term=
industrial and economic developument of Okinawa,
devising of measures necessary to minimize as much
as possible economic and secial differences bebween
Okinawa and Japan before the return of the administra-
tive rights,

2., The measures referred to in paragraph l. above shall
be implemented, according to schedules to be decided on by
the Préparatory Commission, pursuant to approval of the
Consultabtive Commitbee;

-3., The Preparabory Commission, as the sole official
channei for local éonsultation and coordination between-the
Governments of Japan and the United States, shall establish
procedures in the following fields:

a) Supplying to each Govermment through.their
réspective representatives information.agreed as
necessary for the promotion of the preparations for
reversion.

b)Y ‘Goordiﬁation_of information-gathering activities
by official Japanese Govermment missions from authori-
ties of the United States in Okinawa fér purposes
relating to reversion, | |

19)
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¢) Providing for effeetive means by which non-
Ryukyuan residents, including businessumen and pro-
fessionals, of Gkinawé can consult with the appropriate
authorities of the Government of Jdapan prier te reversion,
4, The Preparatory Commission in the e¢ourse of its
work shall bake fully into consideration the views of the
Chief Executive of the Gowermment of the Ryukyu Islands-
in his role as adviser to the Commission.
5. The Preparatory Gommission shall report on its
activities te the Consultative Coummittee at appropriate

intervals.

uf
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