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ADVISORY COMHITTEE TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER OF LHE RYU&YU ISLAVDS
Naha, 0k1nawa

4 Octuber 1968
IRESS RELEASE -

The Advisory Committee to the High Commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands
made three recommendations tody to the HICOM,on the following items:

1. Expansion of Medical Insurance to Cover Ent1re'kopu1aoe and Fro-
vision of Benefits Similar to Those Furnlshed by 60J Programs(Recommendatlon
No 19) ; . :

2. Improvement of Daily Life Secur1ty Frogram (Recommendatlon No 20)

3, Establishment of Eens1on Frograms to Cover the Ent1re Populace
(Recommeﬂdatlon Ho 21) - r T

Ixpansioa ‘of Medical Insurance to Cover Entire Populace and Prov131on of
Beneflts Slmllar to Those Furnlshed by GOJ Proorams : : - ;

The AdCom recognlzed that the current med1cal 1nsurance program should
be»expanded to cover the ent1re populace of Oklnawa and that the types and
levels of benefits should be made 51m1lar to those in Japan proper, wh11e
giviag due con51derat10n to the current cond1t1ons 1n Oklnawa.

The AdCom has therefore reached’agreement é& the:foilow1ng points:

‘a. The GRI should endeavor to pass legislatioo io 1969 io order tﬁat
the ex1st1ng cash beneflt program could be sw1tched no later thwn the seoond
half of FY 1970 to preferably a beneflts 1n k1nd program.

Also,~;n prepar=

ing for this change in benef1ts, mach11ery for examlnlng medical expenses

shouldbe prov1ded to ensure that approprlate med1ca1 treutment has, in fact, °

beea- prov1ded and that benefits are properly pald.
b. The GRI should also make efforts to pass leglslatlon in 1969 to

establish, no later than the beglnnlug of FY 1971, an "area rnsurance‘

ey

F



HCRI-AdCom 4 Qctober 1968 )

ptogram, corresponding to the Shi~Cho~Son—administered Hational Health
Insurance Frdgram of Japén Prope;. The GRI, giving due consideration to the
@f& low financial ability of the Sﬁi—Cho-SoA goveraments and 6f the ability of
the people tqkpay insurance premiums} should extend a considerable amount
of financial assistance,
c. The GRI should develop training programs for those officials who
will actually operate the programs as well as for administrative officials,
(ii’ and‘carry out these programs together with fhe Shi~Cho-Son.
IS d;* The GRI should méke efforts t6 strengthen the medical service
- systém byvincreasing the nuﬁber Qf doctdrs, eliminating doctorless regious,
and construgting hospitals and clinics.
e. In order to‘acéomplish the,aforeméntiqned matters, it is necessary

for- the GRI, with the ccoperation of the 60J and the USG, to strive to es-

tablish and efféctjvg medical insurance program to cover the entire populace.

gf Improvement of Daily Life Security Frogram

- The GRI Daily Life Security Erogram_fwhich?provideghfood, clothing,
medicél f;eatment? etc., to the needy); established in accordance with its
GOJ ¢6unterpart,‘is §imilar to the laffer with respect to the types of
assisténce and ;heir methods of gélculation, However, the standards of
assistaﬁcé]ére fé%ibelow those of Japan proper. In order to improve the
present brogram,‘the AdCQm agrees that the GRI, with the cooperation of the
GOJ,'should take the following measures:

a, To make generél sténdards of assistance, addtional assistance for
special cases, éﬁq méthodé ofxdeducting‘certain amounts in calculéting

2
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HCRI-AdCor 4 Oetober 1968
fami1y incomes. similar to those in Japan proper as soon as possible,.

b. To allocate doctors to the program at the GRI and district welfare

 office levels, on a part-time basis, and take other appropriate measures,

in order to raise the levels of medical aid services under this program to
thOSevprgyailing in Japan proper.
c. To strengthen the recruitment and training of caseworkers and
their supervisors, in ordef to‘improve services for clients of this program,
‘d, To study the possibility . of t:ansferring the adminiétration of the
Daily Life'Security Program in city areas frbm‘the GRI to cities, as in
Japan prépcr; This should be done in‘line with. the overall plan, whichiis

presently under coasideration, to separate national, prefedtural, and muni-

.., eipal government functions,

Establishment of Pension Frograms to Cover the Entire Fopulace

As a result of the passage of the Act Concerning Welfare Fension

Insurance and the Act Concerning National Fension during this year's legis~

‘lative session, the AdCom agreed that there is an urgeat. need to prepare

for the improvement and consolidationyof-phe implementing system, with
respect to the following maiters, befpx¢ both ﬁension programs come into
effect: |

a. The improvemeni of the structure of the GRI Social Insurance Ageancy
and the Shi-Cho-Son and their recrnitment and training of persoanel to
administer the problems,

b. The explaining to the people and business enterprises about the
pension programs and the obtaining of their cooperatioa,

3

e




—

i
4
i
£

'S

s

@

RCRI-AdCon-

4 Octc er 1968
The AdCom also agreed on the folloWing matters:

A Study by the GRI aand GOJ should be 1n1tlated concerning a totalized-

v

. period pensxon system that w111 prOV1de reclptoeal credit for.service under

the varlous public pen5101 programs in Okinawa and in Japan proper, in order
to cope w1th the problem of labor force moblllty.
'h. The GOJ- and the GRI should study the handllng of the data related

to peﬂ5101s uader definite rules 1n conform1ty with that of Japan proper,

1nclud11g the p0831h111ty of uslng the GGJ Electronlc Data Frocess1ng Systen

to. process GRI pen51on data.

Further study should be made of the contents of .the two GRI Acts,
aad, at the same t1ne, careful attent1on should be glven so asnot to create
any 1mua1ance anoag “the peasion prograns. -

,j dsllln order to accomp11sh the aforementloned matters, it is necessary
for the GRI to complete its studles in-an effort to establlsh ai effectlve
peasion System to cover the entire populace, with the cooperation of the
603 and the USG. 5 |

€e The Us6 should study the poss1b111ty of covering its Ryukyuan

'm111tary employees under the Welfare Pen51on In8urance Frogram.

The FICOW concurred in these recommendat1ons.‘
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Identification of Basie:Statistics
( 45 a step of identification of statlstlcal system )
( Proposed by GRI reprcsentatlve Yo e
“1. The statistical system of prefectures ianapan proper is arranged .

“. systematically, in-its greater pary, as ann lntegraued part of those of the

4f]p{;)'central government and dependent almost upon the central gOVernment technl—:ilAf

"4cally and f1nanc1ally. Especially,. in order to meet the need of the natlonal
"government as well as to malntaln comparlson among prefectures, ba51c surveys‘lb
fsuch as censuses and the llke are carrled out under the plan and funds prov1ded

by the Central Government. S

g o
ﬂaé"t 2. Oklnawa has hltherto malntalned 1ts own statistical system, however,/at
3 .fnthis time when the rever51on of Oklnawa is forseen in the near future, 1t has
_ become a very 1mportant subject to prov1de statlstlcal flguras which are able
o’ _compare w1th those of Japan proper.- For thms reason, 1t is necessary to
gj} promote the 1dentiﬂ1catlon with Japan proper con51der1ng the malntenance of
“time series. ’ k
vggs ‘3. The population Census in Oklnawa has been taken at the same tlme, by the“;.t
7:17 ~ same way regardlng the same 1tems as those of Japan proper,. And also, as both

c the 1mmed1ate 1ddnt1flcat10n w111 ‘not create dlsordering time series. ]f“

Further-more, as these surveys are_to be taken in 1970,-.early solut;on touthesepi';

- matters is necessary.
be Therefore, the GRI representatlve proposes that the Japanese Govarnment

take follow1ng steps regardlng the above mentioned three types of statlstlcal

' survey wbicb tbe Gpvernment of the Ryukyus is to take in 1970 as the first step i"'

toward the identlflcatlon of the statlstlcal systems.

agrlcultural census and basic survey. of enterprises are under the same s1tuation,

o e——




»j'w1th the surveys in Okinawa.,

To develop plan and de51gn of the surveys whlch 1nclude those for Oklnawa..f

'vTo extend technlcal a331stances such as dlspatch of sp601allsts 1nkconnect10n

- To prov1de funds for the surveys~1n.0k;nawa.
;To conduct proce551ng of the SuTveys'flndlngs..

'To prov1de necessary technlcal and financial a531stances regardlng matters
"orlglnated from the spe01al status of Oklnawa,;




