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THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
Naha, Okinawa

17 July 1970

OFFICIAL MINUTES

kkf(ﬂ

~ SUBJECT: First Meeting of the Preparatory Commission, 1340 hours,
“84farch 1970
Participants:
Members : High Commissioner James B. Lampert, U S Representative
. ' Ambassador Jiro Takase, GOJ Representative
: (“) Chief Executive Chobyo Yara, GRI Adviser
Others: Mr. Y. Okawara, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, GOJ

Mr. H. Kaya, Acting GOJ Alternate Representative

»

Mr. M. Murata, Counselor, GOJ
Mr. N. Mabuch1, .Counselor, :GOJ
Mr. M. Sasak1, Research. Offlcer, GOJ
Mr. Y. Nagato, Research Officer, GOJ
Mr. 0..Sh1mada. Research 0ff1cer, GOJ

] M1n1ster E W Schodt, U S Alternate Representative
< Mr. J. F. Knowles. Political Adviser to HICOM
Mr. D. Killion, American Embassy, Tokyo
CoL J. A. Meads, ‘Chairman, " Spec1a1 Task Group
' COL F, A, Gregg, Information Coordinator
- ‘Mr. L.

L. K. Walters, PrepCom, u'S:
(ny Mr. B. D. B1111ngsley, PrepCom, U S
Mr. ;'Senaga, GRI Alternate Adv1ser

e H
R Mr. T. Zakimi, PrepCom,:GRI
' Mr. S.,Tamakl, PrepCom, GRI

‘Mr.;G fK Sankey, Language Aide
Mr. S. Oshiro; Language ‘Aide
M1ss C Sata ' o

1. After opening the meeting, ‘the U S Representative inquired as to whether
the GOJ Representative and the GRI.Adviser approved the paper "Concerning the
Operations of the Preparatory Commission.” The GRI Adviser, with respect to
the item -therein on "Publicizing of Commission Meetings," requested the
Commission to publicize the PrepCom meetings as much as possible. The U S
Representat1ve mentioned that,kln general ‘each Representative and Adviser

is free to discuss all top1cs with the press people but that the Commission
should agree at’ the ‘end- ‘of ‘each meeting. whether there is any subject which
should not be" given to the press.f This: was concurred in by the GOJ Represen—
tative and the GRL. AdV1ser. who also approved the ‘entire paper.

()
()
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T 6, The us Representatlve asked 1f the date for ‘the ‘next meet1ng should be

PREPCOM
SUBJECT :

: - 17 -July’ 1970 ‘
First Meeting of the Preparatory Comm1ss1on. 1340 hours. 24 March
1970 .

2. The GRI Adv1ser asked whether or not he would be perm1tted to part1clpate“ .
fully in the Commission on an equal basis with the two: Representatlves. The
GOJ Representat1ve replied that the Chief: Executive is totally free as an-

equal ‘member in practice, to express what he feels and that the Commission

will give careful attention to whatever:statements.he: ‘makes. . The U s Repre—
sentatlve concurred in Ambassador Takase's statement.

3 The us Representat1ve suggested that the Alternate Representat1ves and
Alternate Adviser should accept for study .the following three items and to
report back to the Comm1ss:on w1th the1r recommen tlons at the next meet1ng.

Future work program to be’ cons1dered hy he Preparatory Commlss1on.k

| h}‘ Typ sy number. and names of subcomm1ttees. i

c. Estlmate of the common expenses and the method of shar1ng,them.;j;3'
The GOJ Representat1ve and the GRI Adv1ser concurred in thlS suggest1on. .
4, The GOJ Representatlve 1nformed the Comm1s51on that Mr. Kaya will act as
the Alternate Representative of the Japanese Government. This suggest1on was
welcomed by the us. Representat1ve and GRT Adv1ser. i “

5. The U S Representatlve suggested that the next meeting of the Preparatory
Commission be held on Wednesday, 6 May. unless events should ‘come up to make

it necessary for the Commission to meet ear11er. This was concurred in by .-
the GOJ Representatlve and the GRI Adv1ser. P . :

announced at ‘the press conference: to follow the first meeting, The GOJ Rep—
resentatlve and the GRI Adv1ser agreed that the date should he announced :
7. The meet1ng was adJourned at 1405 hours.'y

APPROVED-

/45%@%;74-————~—--
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Concerning the Operations of the Preparatory Commission

1. Meetings of Preparatory Commission
a. Date of Meetings

(1)  The Preparatory Commission (hereinafter referred to as "the

' Commission") shall hold regular meetings on the first Wednesday of every month.

The Commission shall also hold other meetings from time to time as necessary.
(2) If a day when the Commission is scheduled to meet falls upon a
holiday in Jépan, the United States, or the Ryukyu Islands, the meeting of the
CommisSidn shall be postponed until the next working day.
| b, Place of Meetings
k Unless otherwise determined, the meetings of the Commission shall be
held in the conference room of the building at 1-2 Tenpi-Cho, Nahé (Building
T-60).
c. Official Languages of Meetings
- The official languages of the Commission:shall be Japanese and English.
d. Alternate Representation
If a Representative or an Adviser cannot attend a meeting by force of
circumstances, an Alternate Representative or an Alternate Adviser, as required,
shall attend and act for him.
e. Participants at Meetings of the Commission
Unless otherwise determined, each Representative or the Adviser may be
accompanied at meetings of the Commission by not-more than six of his supporting
staff. Also, the Commission may decide to include in a meeting persons other
than members 6f the respective supporting staffs.
f. Meetings in Camera '

Unless otherwise determined, meetings shall be held in camera.

@

)

g. .Decisions on Publicizing of Commission Meetings
The Commission shall discuss and decide at each meeting whether or
not the proceedings of that meeting should be publicized and the contents
of such publicity.
h. Preparation and Record of Minutes
Unless otherwise determined, the Commission shall keep official
records of the ﬁeétings in both English and Japanese.
2. Organization of Preparatory Commission
a. Meetings‘of Alternate Representatives
The Alterﬁate Representatives and Alternate Adviser shall hold meetings
as may be required, but not less frequently than twice each week and on déys”
to be mutually agreed upon. |
b. Establishment of Subcommittees
To assist the activities of the Commission, it shall form such sub=
committees as may be required, both on a permanent and on an ad hoc basis,
cbmpoéed of members appointed by each Representative and Adviser, respectively,
from his suppo;ting staff or from among other officials of his Government.
c. Establishment of the Joint Secretariat
1 The Commission shall establish a Joint Secretariat to conduct
such businesszas ay?angements for the holding of Commission meetings, the
recqrding and preparation of minutes of Commission meetings and their
safekeeping, and the handliﬁg of a commbn budget.
(2) The Joint Secretariat shall be composed of one Director and the
number of personnel that the Commission recognizes as necessary.
(3) The Joint Secretariat shall conduct other business as directed

by the Commission. -
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THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
Naha, Okinawa.

SUBJECT: Items for Study by Alternates

The followiﬁg items which are related to the operation of the
Preparatory Commission shall be promptly studied at Alternate

Representativeé/Adviser meetings and the results shall be reported

- ,
( at the next meeting of the Commission:
1. Work program to be considered by the Commission hereafter

2. Types, number, and names of subcommittees.

3. Estimate of common expenses and method of sharing them.
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. THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
= 1-2 Tenpi Cho
Neha, . Okinava
March 2k, 1970
' Tel; (8) 6505
(9) 79162

TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER JAMES B, LAMPERT
ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE PREPARATORY COMHISSTON
oo I\IAHA, OKINAWA

(“i The inauguration of the Preparatory Commission represents an .
i historic milestone in the reiations‘of the United States with Jepan and
The Commission constitutes a vital move toward

the people of Okinana.

the implementation of the decision reached in November of last year by

0

President Nizon and Prime Minister Sato that the two governments should

expedite consultations between them with a view to accomplishing the

g - reversion to Japan of the administrative rights over the Ryukyu Islands"
in 1972, ; |

It was just two years ago this'month, in 1968, before a target
date forkreversion had been agreed upon, that the Advisory Committee’was
inaugurated., Since that tlme the Adv1sory Committee has laid the founda~
tion on which we can now build the Preparatory Commlssion.‘
Committee will not, of course, g0 out of existence tod&y, as th1s step :
must awalt formal agreement between the Governmente of,Japan and of the
Unlted States. ‘ k

Fortunately, the Preparatory Conmission will have the beneflt
of the experienced and capable steff vhich served the Advisory Committee

so well, The Commission will be concerned vith the great number and

The Advisory 

s s A £ S

variety of probleme involved in local preparation for reversion, the
full complexity of which is not easy to comprehend at this time.
There is one,aspect of the new Commission that warrants

particular attention. The Advisory Committee was an edv1sory body to
the. High CommiSeioner. _In contrast the Preparatory Commission w1ll
make its recommendationeyand reports to the United States-Japan Consul-
tetive Committee in Tokyo, which has overall responsibility for‘tne
preparations ror reversion.

4 In this connection,.it gives me great pleasure to read‘at,this
‘time a message to the Preparatory Commission from the United States
Ambassador in Japan., I quote:
\ ' (Ambassador Meyer's statement is read)

It is in this spirit of cooperation that I look forward to

working on the Preparatory Comm1s51on with the representatlve of the

"Government of Japan, Ambassador Takase, and with Chief Executlve Yara

of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands who as adviser to the Commission

will be able to insure that the desires and needs of all the people of

‘the Ryukyus are given full consideration in reversion preparations. I

am sure that we are all enterlng into this most importent work with
every determlnatlon to achieve the Commission s objective and fulfill
the spirit of‘the Nixon-Seto comnunique.

Dono_erigato gozeimashita.

e SR R e T
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THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
1-2 Tenpi Cho ‘
Naha, Okinawa

March 24, 1970
: L Tel: (8) 6505
(9) 79182

€
e

TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM THE HONORABLE ARMIN H. MEYER,
: UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN,
ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
IN NAHA, OKINAWA

Co

'As the U.S. representative on the United States-Japan Consulta-~
(:ktive Committee,bI extend my best wishes on the occasion of the
formalkinanguration of the Preparatory Commission.k B

The COmmiSsioniis involved in'a task of the greatest importance..
The complexiry of the problems 1nvoived in the reversion of Okinawa
(mas recognized by President Nixon and Prime Minister Sato at their
meeting last November, and they agreed that the two governments

(“should consult and cooperate on the measures necessary to assure
" a smooth transfer of administrative rights to. the Japanese
C: Government.‘: )

The Preparatory Commission has:been established as the sole
official channel on Okinawa for local consultation and coordination
between the two governments on specific measures necessary for the
carrying out of the preparations for reversion. The Commission,
with the GRI representative_serving»1n~an advisory capacity,VWill
formulate recommendations and report on 1ts activities to;the
Consultative Committee in Tokyo, whose functions now have been
broadened to include overall responsibility for this preparatory

work.,

()

+9

s
T

()

The task which the Commission is about to undertake is vitally
important to the people of the Ryukyus, and to the United States
and Japan ‘alike. The reversion of the Ryukyus to Japanese adminis-
éﬁration will be an act ‘of historic significance; and this Commission
will play a paramount role in bringing about. that achieVemenr.
| Please aocept my sincere wishes for your success. |

(END)

()
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THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
1-2 Tenpi Cho
Naha, Okinawa
March 24, 1970

Tel: (8) 6505
€ (9) 79182

REMARKS BY JAPANESE GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE JIRO TAKASE
AT THE PIRST MEETING OF THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
IN NAHA, OKINAWA

ijGeneral Lampert, Chlief Executive Yara and gentlemen:
’ On behalf of the Japanese Government I wish to express
<r}my heartfelt congratulations for the first meeting of the Prepara-
tory Commission today.

' In my capacity as the Japanese Government Representative
tp the Advisory Committee to the High Commissloner of the Ryukyu
;I$1ands, I have been working for the last two years together wlth
many of you present here bn both the Amerlcan and Okinawa sides.

(;EThe Advisory Committee has thus far made great contributions

toward the promotion of "ITTAIKA" between Okinawa and Japan
‘proper as well as the improvement of the welfare and well-being

of the Okinawa residents. All the recommendations made by the
Advisory Committee are thus regarded as having been a major
contribution o the preparatory work as a whole for the reversion
of Okinawa. .

Therefore, I believe that the experience of cooperation

between the Governments of Japan and the United States and the

Government of the Ryukyu Islands will turn out to be truly

instructive to the future operation of the Preparatory Commission.

0

e

()

The mission of this Preparatory Commission is to decide
on ilmplementation schedules of measures to be taken in Okinawa in

preparation for the return of Okinawa to Japan which will take

ggace during 1972 as agreed upon‘between Prime Minister Sato and
President Nixon at their talks last fall. ‘

For the Govérﬁmentsvof béth the Unitedrstates and Japan,
achieving a smooth éfahsfer'to Japan;of administrative rights
over Okinawa is ankundertaking of'historic significancé, because
the magnificent sﬁétesmansﬁip of the Japan-~U.S. summit talks last
fall, wiil thereby be put“into effect. Furthermore, for,the
Japanese people including Okinawa‘res;dents, welcoming back part

of our natilon from a quartér—century of separatidn, -and this

~estoring the intrinsie unity of our state and soclety, is an under-

taking calling for efforts of nation-wide magnitude.

Needless té say, in order that thé‘Cdmmission could
fulfil its mission of such signifioance; 1t ié iﬁﬁortaht more éhan
anything else for the Representatives of the Go&ernments of Jépan
and the Unlted States, the Chierl Executivéﬁof thé Gévernment of
the Ryukyu Islands, participating in this Commiésion as adﬁiser,
and all those from the three respective governmehfé‘who take.part
in the Commission's activities, to work clbsely iﬁ:unison'witﬁ'one
mind. ‘ i

I repeat my conviction that the experiences of cooper;
atioen in the Advisory Committee betweeﬁ our three governments will
bear fruit in the forthcoming activities of(the'Preparatory

Commission..




I should like to téke this opportunity to promise;‘oq
behalf of my Government, its complete;cogpération with régardgtb
the activities of the PrepafaﬁofyﬁCommissibn. At the séméiﬁiﬁe,
?i am sihcerely hoping foﬁ unchangéd cooperétion from General
Lampert and:hiékpebple,basvwell as from the‘Chiéf Executive

| Mr. Yara, and the officials from the GRI.
O ~ (mmD)
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THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
1-2 Tenpi. Cho
Naha, Okinawa .
March 1970 e
oh 24y 197 Tel: (8) 6505
- (9) 79182

C :
TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELIENCY KIICHI AICHI, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN, ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURATION
OF THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION IN NAHA, OKINAWA

_ T0: The First Meeting of the Preparatory Commlssion on Tuesday,’

March 24, 1970, in Naha, Okinawa.

On behalf of the Government of Japan I wish to express my
heartfelt éongratulations on the memorable first meeting today
of the Preparatory Commission. This occésion marks the initiation
of full—scalé preparatory work for the reversion of Okinawa.

: At the talké between Prime Minister Sato and President Nixon
in November last ‘year, itkwas agreed in principle that the adminis-
trative rights‘dver Okiﬁawa‘be féturned to Japan during 1972. For
a quarter of a céntury since the end of World War II, the 1éga1,
political, economic ahd social systems 1n_bkinawa have”béen
different from those in Japan prbper.i In order to bring about a
smooth transfer of administrative*righté,‘1f is imperétive that

thorough preparatory work for reversion should be carried out in

every such field.

In my capacity as one
Government to the Japan-U.SffConsultative Committee in Tokyo, which
undertakes overall responéibility for the preparatory work, I.am~

determined to make utmost effofts‘to assure careful preparations

f the Representatives of the Japanese“

O
)

O

for the reversion of Okinawa. In order to carry out such pfepa-
:ratory work in a truly effective manner it 1s‘most 1mportant for
égus that the measures we take will trﬁly fit the realiiiesﬁofk‘
Okinawa. Thus it goes without saying that we should work uﬁ@er
conditions of c¢losest harmony andkcooperation with the Uniféd
States, who retains the administrative rights till the mQﬁeht
of reverslion, and the Governmentvof‘the"Ryukyu Isiagdé;ﬁwhiéﬁ is
‘in a posiiion to convey to us accurately the will and;ihtéfééts
" of the inhabitants of Okinawa, without consideratiohifbf wpi¢h;
our efforts would not be truly effective, ‘ E
That 1s why I expect so much from thé Preparétory Commiséion
where the High Commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands, General Jameé
B. Lampert, responsible for the administration ofVOkinawa, :
represents the United States Government and where the Chief Execu-
tive of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands, Mr. Chobyo Yara,
representing the will of the Okinawan residents, participates.
The work of the Preparétory Commission willl be léboriqus,
covering as it does extremely complex and’wide-rahging‘subjects.
It is my firm belief, however, that,‘with thekdeeg'friendship
and trust existing between Japan and the United Sﬁatés,'which made
‘possible the historic agreement last November between Prime
Mihister'Sato and President Nixon concerning fhe reversion of
Okinawa, together with the fervent desires for reunifigation with
the mainland of the Okinawan inhabitants, the eﬁdéav&urs of the
Cdﬁmission will surely be é;pwned with success.

kEND)
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THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION -
1-2 Tenpi Cho
Naha, Okinawa
March 24, 1970
Tel: (8) 6505
(9) 79182

C
o’

TEXT OF MESSAGE FROM THE HONORABLE CHOBYO YARA,
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS,
ON THE OCCASION OF THE INAUGURATION OF THE'PREPARATORY COMMISSION
IN NAHA, OKINAWA

(} High Commissioner Lampert, Ambassador Takase and distinguished

- guests:

7

It is‘a'great pleasure for me that the reversion of

Okinawa to Japanése administration for which we, a million prefec-

tural people of Oklnawa, have strongly wished for many years will
()inally be realized within the year 1972 as promised in the joint
statement by President Nixon and Prime Minister Sato of last

November.

In order to carry out thelr promise, the Preparatory

(W.Commission'for the reversion of Okinawa makes its official start

today. I am full of deep emotion since this means that the steps
toward reversion of Okinawa will actually be carried out to mark
the7start of new history of Okinawa.

As you know; because of the situation  under which
Okinawa is now placed, there are many problems which require
earlier solution for the purpose of accomplishing the reversion
of Okinawa smoothly. | k

: Fortunately, the Exchange of Notes regarding the es~

tablishment/of the Commission states specifically that the two

-

BT E

~,

iJell enough the importance of its missilon.

governments will take into full consideration the interest of the
inhabitants of Okinawa and the views of the Government of the

Ryukyu Islands.

@T-E?
And I am resolved, as the representative of the Okinawa Prefectural

people, who are actually involved in the reversion, to fully reflect

their will and concentrate all my energies on the realization of
reversion without leaving any source of regret through close co~
operation with the representatives of the Japanese Government and
the United States Government. i

Since the work to be tackled by the Preparatory
Commission is related to the restoration of Okinawa Prefecture and
eventually to the perfect independence of Japan, I do recognize

We are fortunate that

the two governments have appointed theilr respective representatives

who are quite able and competent. It is my earnest desire that

the -Commission will give primary importance to the welfare and

) wellbeing of the Okinawa Prefectural people and will fulfill its

mission to prepare for the smooth reversion and the realization of
ound Okinawa Prefecture on the strong foundation as expected and

desired by the Okinawa Prefectural people.,

(END)

I am to participate'in the CommiéSion as AdViser, "




23 March 1970

SCENARIO FOR PREPARATORY COMMISSION OPENING CEREMONY,

I. Openin

FIRST MEETING, PRESS CONFERENCE, AND RECEPTION

g Ceremony

Time a
Place:

Partic

Guests:

Procedures:

nd Date: 1300 hours, Tuesday} 24 March 1970

AdCom Conference Room

ipants and
GOJ - Representative
Chief of JGOO
One offlcyﬂ from Ministry of Foreign Affairs
One official from Prime Minister's Office
Three Counselors
,Three Research Officers

USG - Representatlve

Alternate Representat1ve

Acting Civil Administrator
Chairman, Special’ Task Group

Political Adviser to HICOM

Special Assistant to HICOM

Information Coordlnator

One official from Ameérican Embassy, Tokyo
Two PrepCom Staff Members

GRI - Adviser
Deputy Chief Execut1ve
Alternate Adviser. ) :
Two PrepCom -Staff Members -
Others -
' Stenographer (PrepCom Secretariat)
Two Language Aides (USG-Mr. Sankey, GRI-Mr. Oshiro)

'(Press, TV, and radlo coverage permitted)

1200: Statements by Representatlves and Adv1se and congratulatory
~ i messages from Forelgn Minister Aichi and Ambassador Meyer

will 'be available,-in English and Japanese, at press room

on first floor of AdCom bulldlng. (Embargo on press release

until 1300 hours.) . : : :

1245: Guests and staff members will be seated in conference room.

1250: 'USG Representatlve w111 arrive and be escorted to GOJ Repre-

’ sentatlve 5 room by USG Alternate Representative. Adviser

- willarrive and be’ escorted t0:GOJ Representative's room by
GRT Alternate Adv1ser B

)

)

AIT.

‘1253:

1254:
1258:
1300:

1300, 30'seconds

1301:
1316:

1331:
1338:

1340:

that order, will introduce their staff members.

Representatives and Adviser will enter conference room
together.

Picture taking will be permitted.
Newspaper cameramen will cease activities.
OHK program will begin.

Mr. Sankey will announce the opening of the
ceremony. using Japanese and then English,

USG Representative will make statement, Mr. Sankey will
interpret, USG Representative will read message from

,Ambassador Meyer, Mr. Sankey w111 interpret.

GOJ Representative will make statement, Mr. Sankey will

_interpret, GOJ Representative will read message from Forelgn
‘M1n1ster Aichi, Mr.

Sankey will 1nterpret
AdviSer will make statement, Mr. Sankey will interpret.

Mr. Sankey will announce, in Japanese and English, that
USG Representative, GOJ Representative, and Adviser, :in
Latter
will stand when their names are announced.

Mr. Sankey, using Japanese and then English, will announce
that opening ceremony is concluded and that first meeting
will be held. TV cameras will stop and guests will leave.

First Meeting

Time and Date:

Place:

Participants:

1350 hours, Tuesday, 24 March 1970

" AdCom Conference Room

GOJ - Representative
Three Counselors
Three Research Officers

USG - Representative
Alternate Representative
Two PrepCom Staff Members
Polltlcal Adviser to HICOM
hai

L,
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III.

Procedures:

1350:

1410:

Others - Stenographer (PrepCom Secretariat)
Two Language Aides (USG- Mr. Sankey, GRI-
Mr. Oshiro)

(No press, TV, or radio coverage. Everything will be

interpreted by Mr. Sankey.)

1. USG Representative will call meeting to order. (Suggested
language: "Gentlemen, shall we open our meeting?")

2. USG Representative will ask for approval of the paper
"Concerning the Operations of the Preparatory Commission."”

3. USG Representative will ask for approval of following
items for study by alternates:

a. Work program to be considered by PrepCom hereafter.

b. Types, nﬁmber, and names of subcommittees.

c. Estimafevof common expenses and method of sharing them.
4, USG Representative

PrepCom meeting be
should be required

will ask for agreement that the next
held on Wednesday, 6.May, unless one
at an earlier date.

5. USG Representative
release,

will ask for approval of press

6. USG Representative
to-take up at this
adjourned."

will ask if there are any other matters
time and say, "If not, the meeting is

7. GOJ Representative will invite USG Representative and
Adviser, plus alternates, to his room for 20 minutes while
conference room is being prepared for press conference.
USG. Information Coordinator will notify them when to
return to conference room. '

Press Conference

Time and Date:

Place:

Participants:

1430 hours, Tuesday, 24 March 1970

AdCom Conference Room

_Two Representatives and Adviser.
Pl /"

M. Sankey. (Mr. Oshiro will be present but will not

interpret.)

Procedures:

IV. Reception

Time and Date:
Place:

( ! Participants:

Procedures:

Mr. Sankey will announce that PrepCom members will -
now entertain questions and that ‘each reportér should
specify the person to whom his question is being
addressed. o '

Forty minutes after beginning of press conference,

Mr. Sankey will announce that there i time for one
more question. L e

1830-2000 hours, Tuesday, 24 March 1970
Golden Hall, Ryukyu Tokyu Hotel

Two Representatives and Adviser
Approximately 250 guests

Will be receiving line with USG Representative, GOJ
Representative, and Adviser, in that order. They
may have ‘interpreters to introduce guests if they
wish. . '

Will be no speeches, toasts, or entertainment.
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THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
Naha, Okinawa

" OFFICIAL MINUTES 24 March 1970

_Subject: Openlng Ceremony of The Preparatory Comm1ss1on
)"Participants: High Commissioner/Lieutenant General James B. Lampert,
United States Representative on The Preparatory Commission
Ambassador Jiro Takase Japan Representatlve on The Preparatory
Commission
Ch1ef Executive Chobyo Yara, Government of the Ryukyu Islands
Adv1ser on The Preparatory Commission
Interpreter: Mr. G. K. Sankey, Language Aide
Recorder: Miss Chiyono Sata
Languages: English and Japanese"

1. Mr. G. K. Sankey announced the opening of the inaugural ceremony,
using Japanese and then English, at 1300 hours, 24 March 1970.

2. The United States Representative made a statement and Mr. Sankey
interpreted from. English into Japanese., A copy of the text of the statement
is attached as Inclosure 1. : ‘ :

3. The United States Representatlve read a congratulatory message from
Ambassador Meyer and Mr. Sankey interpreted from English into Japanese. A
copy of the text of the message is attached as Inclosure 2. 2 :

4. The Japan Representative made a statement and Mr. Sankey 1nterpreted
from Japanese' into. Eng11sh A copy of the text of ‘the statement is attached
as Inclosure 3. ' ‘ : ‘

5. The Japan Representatlve read a congratulatory message from Forelgn
Minister Aichi and Mr. Sankey interpreted from Japanese into Engllsh A
copy of the text of the message is attached as Inclosure 4,

6. The Chlef Execut1ve made a statement and Mr. Sankey interpreted from
Japanese into English,” A copy of the text of the statement is attached as
Inclosure 5 x

7. ngh Commissioner James B, Lampert announced that it was his pleasure
¢ to introduce the USG Alternate Representative, Minister E. W. Schodt, and two
key staff members, Messrs, Walters and Bllllngsley. a11 of ‘whom have been

24 March 1970
. Opening Ceremony of The Preparatory Commission

PrepCom
Subject:

serv1ng with the Advisory Commlttee to the High Commissioner of the Ryukyu
Islands. : ;

8. Ambassador Jiro Takase stated that he would like to introduce the GOJ
sacting Alternate Representative, Mr. H. Kaya, and the following other members
of the GOJ Element: Messrs, Murata Mabuchi, Sasaki, Nagato, and Shimada.

’—I

o
Rt

9. Chief Executive Chobyo Yara stated that he would like to introduce
the GRI Alternate Adviser, Mr. H. Senaga, and the f0110w1ng other members of
the GRI Element; Messrs. Zak1m1 and Tamaki.

10, At 1335 hours, Mr. Sankey. using Japanese and then English, announced
(M) that the opening ceremony . of The Preparatory Commission had been concluded
and that the first meeting would be held follow1ng the opening ceremony.

5 Inclosures Chiyono Sata

as , ' Recorder
The Preparatory Commission

)

()
DISTRIBUTION:
USG
60J
GRI
() File
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OFFICIAL MINUTES: The first meeting of the Preparatory Commission was held

: Preparatory Commission") or disapprove of it.

'read ‘and to d1scuss it with Minister Schodt

at 1340 hours on the 24th of March 1970,

Participants:
Members: High Commi ssioner James B Lampert, U S Representat1ve
Ambassador Jiro Takase, GOJ Representatlve
Chief Executive Chobyo Yara Adv1ser
Others: Mr., Y.,Okawara Ministry of Fore1gn Affairs
‘ Mr. H. Kaya, Alternate Representative, GOJ
Mr, M. Murata, Counselor,.GOJ
Mr, N. Mabuchi, Counselor, 60J
Mr,: M. Sasaki, Research Officer, GOJ
“Mr. Y. Nagato, Research Officer, GOJ
Mr. O,  Shimada, Research Offlcer. GOJ

M1n1ster E. W. Schodt Alternate Representative, U S
Mr. J. F. Knowles, Political Adviser to HICOM
“. Mr. D. Killion, American Embassy, Tokyo

_COLJ. A. Meads, Chairman, Special Task Group
COL F. A. Gregg, Information Coordinator
Mr. L. K. Walters, . PrepCom, U S o
Mr. B.-D. Billingsley, PrepCom Uus -
Mr., H. Senaga, AlternatekAdviser. GRI
Mr. T. Zakimi, PrepCom, GRI
Mr. S. Tamak1, PrepCom GRI

Miss Sata Recorder

Just before the opening of the meeting, the recorder was asked to
leave the room to get additional copies of the statements and messages read
at the inaugural ceiemony. The meeting began during her absence, so the

early words went unrecorded.

LAMPERT : I believe that perhapé it would be appopriate at this time to
determine whether we approve‘this paper ("Concerning the Operations of the
I have had an opportunity to

It seems to‘me‘this is agreeable.

'“'we express our approval

sy
-

i

)

CONFIDENTIAL IN NATURE'

YARA: Are you referring to item 1 or to the whole thihg?
LAMPERT: "Concerning the Operations of the Preparatory;Commission" as
a wﬁole,, Is it agreeable to you gentlemen that we shall approve this
documeni?

YARA: Concerning "Decisions on Publicizing of Commission Meetings,"

as you may have read in the editorials of the Okinawan newspapers, the

Prefectural people have a keen interest in our meetings. Therefore, we should

take into consideration the‘desire of the people of Okinawa who wantito know

G

6t what we will discuss in our meetings.

LAMPERT: It seems to me we should agree that, in general, each of us

is free to discusé with the press people all of the topics discussed. However,
before we adjourn each meeting, we should agree whether there is any subject
or any topic which should not be given to the press at that'time. The general
rule is freedom to talk to the press people about what we have agreed on. Is
this agreeable to you. my colleagues?

TAKASE- I concur with the U S Representatlve concerning the inquiry
made by Adv1ser Yara on the paper, "Concernlng the Operations of the Preparatory -

"

Commission.

Yara to take 1nto cons1derat1on the des1res and aspirations of the one

to
m1111on prefectural people as much as possible and/publicize certain items
each of
to be dlscussed by this Commission. We will decide at the end of/our meetings

we make a
about this particular aspect before e public announcement of the meetlng.

YARA: I agree with you. This may not be directly related to the
determination on ihe document but is a rather general item. I would like

2
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CONFIDENTIAL IN NATIRg

to state that my position which is somewhat different from that of the

the ent1re will of the prefectural people. We feel we will be most concerned
in. operating this Commission, as Ambassador Takase mentioned in his statement,
w1th the welfare and well-being of the 0k1nawa prefectural people. I confirmed

thls during a discussion yesterday that -X-had w1th the High Commissioner.

Although 1t is not spelled out, I w111 person' ieﬂtrreﬁz participate 1n
this. Comm1581on on an equal basis with the Representatives of the two Govern-
mehte. Irwill be given an equal opportunity. Is this understanding correct?
TAKASE: : I would like to reply, as the Japanese Government's Represen-
tatiye, to the inquiry submitted by the Chief Executive about a complete
v01ce as an Adv1ser who represents one million Okinawa prefectural people.
(éfﬂnd H@ should 11ke to see that the Chief Executlve is totally free to express
what he feels andfaill give careful attention to whatever statements he makes.

LAMPERT: I would like to concur in the entire statement made by my

colleague, Ambassador Takase. I remember vividly the trip I made over a

U&ﬁpdwj?;

1) 9
1th ﬁrime Minister

37 %ﬁ(%anmkﬁn N riod
ave a conversation

year agox “an opﬁﬁ,%?ﬁlty

Sato who told me "all of your service in Okinawa is for the desires and hopes

of one m11110n people and those one million people in Okinawa are Japanese,

N2 Ly 1 Fecr i coNarrn. ;. Niﬂudl, ‘
Through my: work on the Preparatory Commission I havez%rrézitv‘do"soxand this is

also what the Ch1ef Executive ought to represent. It seems to me this is

de51rab1e.
YARA: Thank you very much for your response.
LAMPERT: Are you, gentlemen, then agreed that we should accept the

paper "Concerning the Operations of the Preparatory Commi ssion?"

3

O

©so that we need to meet earlier.

CONF'DENTI/}.I IN NATU IN—

TAKASE: Agreed.
YARA: Agreed.
LAMPERT: Gentlemen, I notice now that our associates have been meeting

and have suggested that our Alternate Representatives and Adviser should now

in the very near future accept three items to study and to report back to
The is
us with their recommendations. /flrst J/the future work program to be considered
ConeeA\18/

by the Preparatory Comm1ss1on;hefeafter§ lIhe secongfhthe types, number, and

1y . m
The final one Kg’

names of subcommittees, which I believe we will need.
b, n\ﬂdl—

e : :
~lestimatehof‘§%mmon expenses andAmethod of sharing them. We might perhaps

d1scuss if we are prepared to agree with these.items.

YARA: ' I have no ObJeCtIOH
TAKASE: I concur.
LAMPERT: I may assume that we all agree.

TAKASE: Although an official Alternate Representative of the Government
of Japan has not come from my Government, I would like to inform you that

I would like to have Mr; Kaya act as the Alternate Representative of the
Japanese Government.

Then the final item,that

LAMPERT: I certainly welcome this suggestion.

I believe =tH5¥ we are in a position to consider is our next meeting. I beg

you pardon. We have two more items to discuss. It has been suggested that
our next meeting be held on Wednesday, 6 May, unless events should come up

I wonder if weragree on this.

YARA: © No objection.
TAKASE: I concur.
- LAMPERT: Then, thekfinalhitem;‘l believe, is the press statement. If

“you approve, it will be released immediately after this meeting to the press.

4

i



()

)

4 A@ﬁ_l suggest that both of you gentlemen say at the press conference that

C

J

C*UFDER  NATURE

Will it be possible for the last item (about the next meeting) to be referred
to in the announcement at the press conference?
GREGG: This question may be asked by the news media.

LAMPERT: I¥suggest the endorsement of the press release in its entirety.

the next meeting of the Preparatory Commission will be held on Wednesday,

6 May.
YARA: No objection.
TAKASE : I concur.
- -.other .
LAMPERT: Gentlemen, do you have any/subjects we should discuss?
TAKASE: No.
YARA: Are we going to sit on this platform every time we have meetings

in the future?

TAKASE: No, we won'ty?
YARA: Today's ceremony only?
Perhaps

LAMPERT:  /We should meet at Hedo point sometime. Gentlemen;:

Alternate Representatives and Adviser to work hard.

The meeting was adjourned at 1405 hours.
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THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
1-2 Tenpi Cho
Naha, Okinawa

March 24, 1970

(8) 6505

Tel:
‘ (9).79182

PRESS STATEMENT Lo

The Preparatory Commission issued the following statement
today: | y

1. The Preparatory Commission, which has been established
in Naha in accordance with the terms of the'Exchange of Notes
between the Government of Japan and the Government of the United
States on 3’March, held its inaugural ceremony and first formal
meeting in the building now housing the Commission on 24 March.
In attendance were High Commissioner James B. Lampert represent—
ing the Government of the United States, Ambassador Jiro Takase,
representing the Government of Japan, and Cnief Executive Chobyo
Yara of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands as Adviser.

2. At the inaugural ceremony, High Commissioner Lampert

and Ambassador Takase respectively read their own statements and

followed by reading congratulatory messages from U.S. Ambassador

to Japan Armin H.. Meyer, and Foreign Minister Kiichi Ailchil.

Chief Executive Yara also read a statement. Thereafter, the

Representatives and Adviser respeotively,introduced their. staffs.
3. At the first formal meeting, the Commission reached

agreement on procedural matters pertaining to 1ts operation.
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The gist of the matters agreed upon is as follows:
a. As a general rule, the Commission shall hold regular
meetings on the first Wednesday of every month and also hold

speclal meetings when necessary. i

b. The meetings of the Commission shall be held in the =

conference room of the bullding now housing the Commission at
1-2 Tenpi-Cho, Naha-Shi (Building T-60). e
¢. The official languages of the Commission shall be
Japanese and English. , LS
d. Meetings of the Commission shall be held in olosedT‘”f
session. . "fiy |
e. Meetings of the Alternate Representative,and’

Alternate Adviser shall be held not less frequently than twice

each week. i
f. To assist the activities of the Commission, it shall
form such subcommittees as may be required, composed of members
appointed by each Representative and Adviser, respectively, from
his staff or from among other officials of his government. |
g. A Joint Secretariat shall be established to conduct
such business as directed. o
‘h. The Commission directed the prompt study of the v
following items by the Alternate Representatlves andythe-Alternate
Adviser:
(1) Work program to be considered by the Commission.
(2) Types, number, and names of subcommittees.:
(3) Estimate of common expenses and metnod of

sharing them;
1. The date of the next meeting of the Commission will
be announced later.

(END)___




