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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

We have three purposes in maintaining nuclear '

.-weapons in the Western Pacific. These are -interlinked. B

First, we wish to deter Communist China and the
USSR from attacking the US or our allies with nuclear
weapons. This objective becomes increasingly important
as Communist China develops its own capabilities to
produce and deliver nuclear weapons.

Second, we wish to deter Communist China and the- .7 -t

conventional forces at their disposal, and should that .. .1 .
deterrence fail, to defeat the aggresslon IR TIEL e B Ut

Third, and per haPS most 1mporbant, we w1sh £o
reduce to a minimum any temptation on the part of ,
Communist China or the USSR to use their conventional - — —e .
and nuclear power as a means of exerting political”
pressure on countries in the area.

It might be argued that weapon systems designed
for retaliation against the homeland of any aggressor--
such ags ICBMs or Polaris submarines--can adequately
serve these purposes. However, a threat to launch a
nuclear attack on the homeland of an aggressor who :
himself has similar nuclear capabilities 1s probably
not credible as the initial nuclear response in a
Korea-type war. Theater nuclear forces--such as
tactical alrcraft and missiles--are a credible deterrent
because they are more effective and appropriate weapons
for tactical battlefield situations, they are more
visible -to friend and foe, their employment is less-

‘escalatory, and their usage does not degrade or expend

the more limited--and most vital--strategic nuclear
resources,

SEGRET
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“‘méet these criteria and be such as to:

SECRET T2,

Therefore, we must maintain substantial numbers
of readily available tactical nuclear weapons for use
by ground, as well as tactical air and naval forces
of a type and variety which gives us the opportunity
to apply any degree of nuclear force as necessary
under the circumstances. The nu¢lear weapons in the
Western Pacific are in this category. They would be
used in defense against enemy aircraft or submarines,
and against enemy ground forces by our own ground or

tactlcal air forces.

In considerlng bases for our tactical nuclear
forces and weapons, important factors are security,:
‘available support facilities and personnel; host
T forces which may have to use them. In the Western . - =zr=m-
P301f1c, the cho1ce of particular locat 1ons”shquld_u_

_:(1) Support our-forces in Korea.

(2) Present as in the case of tactical missiles
and aircraft on nuclear alert, a highly visible indica-
tion to both our friends and thelr potential enemies

of our presence and ‘support.

(3) Assist, in the case of Chinese aggression
against the U.S8, and Japan, in the air defense of
the Okinawa/Japan area.

These tactical nuclear weapons neither can nor are
intended to be a substitute for strong conventional
forces. However, they contribute to deterrence against
both a military and political threat by (1) making it
clear to Communist China or the USSR that notwithstanding
our great reluctance to resort to nuclear weapons, the
option exists to apply varying degrees of nuclear force
and do so quickly; (2) posing the risk of escalation
and transition from the limited battlefield use of
nuclear weapons to employment of strategic nuclear

SECRET
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weapons agailnst the g
(3) presenting a more
Western Pacific to pot
in the USA or Polaris

ggressor's homeland itself; and

visible deterrent within the

ential enemies than the. ICBMs
submarines -on: patrol.

Therefore, the presence of nuclear weapons in the
Western Pacific area substantially reduces the risks
that either Communist China or the Soviet Union may-
misjudge our will and our intentions to live vp to our
commitments to the security of the area or, if they . ..
should do so, that their ‘aggression would b profitable.” . - |
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Draft Joint Communique

{Excerpts)

The Prime Minister and the Presidemt agresd tha{, upon

2 iy
2aive magiat

reversion of ihe-aduinisto*iig—pona!i over Okinawa ip Japan,
the Treaty of Mwtwal Coeperatien and Security between Japan
snd the ¥nited States of America amd its related arrangements

should apply imtact teo Okinawa, requiring ne additiunal

arrangements ia their applicatien, that necessary measures to

this.end, 1nulaﬁinq ihe removal from .Okisawa of nngje;r
éeapqns, if any existed, siould be taken.by the time of the
reversior, and that, after the reversion, United States armed
forces showld be gramted Fhe use of facilitietvindc:rens in
Ok inawa in-sccerdamce with the previsions of the said Treaty
and arrangelélts.'

In this cannegtion,“the Prime Ninister affirmed the

recogritien of his Govermment that the security of Japan



could not be adequately maintained_withputlinternational
peace and security in the Fdr East apq,\conggqqeﬁtly, the
security of countries i@ the Far E#st was a matter oflge;igps
concern for Japan. The Prime Minister was of the view‘that,

in the light of sueh:recogdition on the part of the Govern-

P
% ¢ LA

ment of Japah, the reversion of the administééﬁiéﬁ_', s‘eﬁér
Ok inawa to Japan in a mannper statedlinfthe precedihg paragraph
sheuld be compatible with effective discharge of the inter-
wational obligations assumed by the United States for tﬁe
defence of counmtries in the Far East, including Japan. The

President replied that he shared the Prime Minister's view.



(The Prime Minister also made clear the basic recogpi?ion
of his Government that, imn particular, anm armed attack against
the Republic of Kerea, if it eccurred, would seriously afiect
the security of Japan. The Prime Minister further stated
‘that such fecognifion would form the basis on which the
Government of Japan would determine itsg position vis-afvis
prior consultation under the exchange of notes concernmning
the implementation of Article 6 of the Security Treaty on
the use by United States armed forces of facilities and
areas in Japan as basges for military cembat operatiens from

Japan to meet the armed attack against the Republic of Korea,)

\}_
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