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The personnel of the chibana Army Ammuni dns Depot

were engaged in routine testing CS grenades this after-

'noon (yesterday) when a sudden shift in wind direction b

caused fumes from a testing to be detected by Okinawan
workers in the vicinity of Kadena Air Base Gate 3.
There was no danger to the men from these fumes. Their

exposure was limited to minute particles of the CS

‘ compdhnd in the air. CS grénades are military ordinance

whigﬁ“afe sometlimes used in riot contfbl. They are

essentlally the same as the tear gas‘grenades.
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PRESS AND PUBL[CATIQNS BRANCH

-

, 'PRESS  RELEASE
U.S.INFORMATION SERVICE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

U.S. CHEMICAL MUNITIONS ON OKINAWA
TO BE MOVED TO JOHNSTON ISLAND

Tokyo, Dec. 5 -- U.S. Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird
announced in Washington Friday that he has approved the Army's plan

to ship all chemical munitions now stored on Okinawa to.a storage site

on Johnston Island in the Pacific Ocean.
The initial shipment of chemical munitions from Okinawa to Johnston
Island is scheduled to begin in the near future.

The available storage space on Johnston Island will limit the initial

" shipment to 150 tons of mustard (HD) filled ,Amuvqiﬂt’ions. The time required

for sheathing and loading at Okinawa, transit time and unloading on John-
ston Island is approximately three weeks for this shipment. The fnove#}eﬁt
of the remaining munitions will depend on the construction of additional
storage facili;cies on Johnston Island which will be completed in late 1971.

or early 1972. In any event, all munitions will be removed prior to rever-

~ sion.

A

(more)
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La11d announccd tOdd/ that he has’
. te

approvod the Army's plan to shlp all chemical munltlons now stored

Secretary of Defense Mclvin R,

on Okinawa Lo a 5101aoe 31Le on lohnston 1sland: in the Pac1f1c Ocean

The initial shipment of chemical munitions from Okinawa to Johnston

Island is scheduled to begin in the near futurc
Thé available storage space on Johnston Island

initial shipment to 150 tons of mustard (iD) filled

-

time required for sheathing and loading at Okinawa,

unloading on Johnston Island is approximately thrce

will limit the
munitions. The

transit time and -

weeks for this ship-

ment. The movement of the remaining munitions will depend on the

construction of additional storage facilities on Johnston Island which

will be completed in late 1971 or early 1972, In" any event, all

munitions will be removed prior to reversion.

In late May 1970, President Nixon directed the Department of Defense

to initiate studies to locate an appropriate'storage site for. the chemical
munltlons on Okinawa. vIt was as a result of these studies that the
decision was made to move the munltlons to Johnston Island

lhe Secretary of . State and the Sec1etary of Health hducation ann

Welfare have been furnished the Army's plan, The Surgeon General of the

s

iUnlted States Public Health Scrv1ce has™ comp]eted his review of the plan

conce1n1ng safety measures and the Secretary of State has 1nd1cated that

he hés found no basis for a determination that this shipmont would violate:

internatidnal law, The President of the Senate,‘the.speakcr of the House

of,Representativce and'the llouse and Senate Armed Services Committees have

”‘ﬁeen.notified{

Eor I —

comments have been rccelved and a flnal statoment is flled w1th the

Coples of drqft env110nmcnta1 1mpact statement for the tlans-

p01tat10n and storage of the munltlons have been iurnlshcd to the o
Q unc11 on an1ronmcntal Quallty (CLQ) ‘and’ the Dcpaxtment of Hedlth

»‘{ 3
L

Lducatlon and Weltalc for comment

No shipment will begln untll tnese’x; T
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UNCLASSIFIED

FROM: HICOM, Okinawa December 7, 1970

TO: Embassy Tokyo
Subject: CA/CE Meeting

1. Chemical Munitions: CE saild he had requested meeting to
lodge . strong protest on behalf of entire Okinawan people over
delay in-removal of toxic chemical weapons reflected in Washington
5. Dec, announcement, text of which he had received from CA in
confldence :late afternoon U4 Dec. Announcement had had :
most adverse impact on Okinawan people. There had been delay
after delay, with last officlal U.S. word beilng that removal
would be carried out late this year or early next. Now it
develops that shipment of only about 1 percent is scheduled to
begin in near future. Commitment ¥mannouncement to complete
removal prior to reversion has given rise to concern that ‘bogh

might be delayed in 1972. Continue storage of such dangerous

weapons in Okinawa, particularly hear a residential area, is counter

to principles of humanity and“deémocracy and cannot be condoned.
He had sent telegrams to Japanese “Foreign and Defense Minigters
and Director General PMO protesting extensive new delay .and to
Diet members from Okinawa asking them to seek assistance of Diet.
CE said that on behalf of Prefectural people he must demand that
28ll1 chemitdliw8apohieiniOkinawaibe removedtimmediatelysandethat
bhmsvdémand&beﬁennveyeﬁsa&fénge@ﬁoaHICOuﬁandﬂaﬁpr05niatech@ghe%

diSriauthbritied.[ |

2. CA sald U.S. objective remains earliest possible complete
removal consistent with safety of all concerned. Unanticipated .
difficulties had been encountered in locating suitable storage
site. Johnston Island now decided but time unavoidably be
required for construction of specialized sbbrage facilities
meeting stringent safety requirements. Pending completion of
these facilities, chemlcal munitions will continue to be
maintained in Okinawa under safety requirements as stringent

as any in U.S. Also, removal operations will be carried out
under as stringent ‘safety regulations as any applied in U.S.

No stone has or will be left unturned to ensure safety pending
and during removal. As earlier indicated, comprehensive briefing
- will be provided CE, concerned GRI officials and press on
removal plans.

.3. CA'saild -he would of course convey CE's remarks and protest
to responsible U.S. authorities. At same time he urged CE’
to do all he could to convey to Okinawan people facts that
chemlcal munitions are, and until removal will continue to be,

A G A e 3,

>
b

5

A

-~

e

stored in Okinawa under as stringent safety regulations as -
anywhere in the world; that removal operation will be carried
out under every possible safety precaution meeting highest
standards applied in U.S.; and that U.S. shares and is doing

its best to meet Okinawan desire to complete removal at earliest
possible date consistent with safety in Okihawa and at Johnston
Island. Yara merely repeated his request that his strong =
protest and demand for immediate removal be transmitted at once
to responsible higher U.S. authorities.
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