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TALKING PAPER

~'With regard to the comments and requests contained ‘in the Ministry

. 'of Foreign Affairs' Memorandum of ‘April 26, 1966 concerning meteoro-
ogical reporting from the newly established station located on
chijima Island in the Bonin Islands, the Embassy is now. authorized
to convey the following information:

a.. Extent of CovéragéﬁulThe Chichijima station will be operated
ear-round basis, with a program of regular transmission of

.

- ‘b. . Surface Synoptic Observations: Surface observations will be
taken routinely at three hour intervals (for a total of eight
_observations .per day). Hourly.obse vations will be taken when a
;typhoon is within 300 km. of Chichijima. Obsérvations will include
cadings ‘on the amount, type and direction of clouds; height of the
.cloud base; atmospheric pressure; temperature; dew point temperature,
direction and speed of wind; visibility; present and past weather;
characteristic and amount of pressure tendency; amount of precipitation;
and. extreme temperatures.

c. Upper Air QObservations: Two upper air observations per day
(00:00 Greenwich Mean Time and 12:00 Greenwich Mean Time), will be
taken routinely, and will include readings on the wind direction and
speed, pressure, température and déw point temperature; upper air
observations will be taken four times each day when a typhoon is
within 300 km. of Chichijima. Upper air wind direction and speed
observations at 6:00 Greenwich Mean Time and 18:00 Greenwich Mean
Time will not be taken on a routine basis.

d. Earthquake and Tsunami Observations: The United States
Navy: weather faclity at Chichijima will make spot reports on earth-
quakes and tsunami when they are physically apparent in the vicinity
of the station or when a tsunami warning is received.

e. Ozone Observations: United States Navy sounding equipment
does not include ozone measuring instruments and is not designed
for their inclusion. The station will, therefore, be unable to
provide ozone data. '

f. Direct Radio Communication to Japan: This possibility

has been explored and found to be technically infeasible. Transmission
of weather data from Chichijima is necessarily integrated into the
Navy's existing communication system in the area. Observations

from Chichijima are transmitted to Guam, and thereafter via point-
to-point radio teletype to the Fleet Weather Facility at Yokosuka,
where they are passed without delay to the Japan Meteorological
Agency. Under ordinary circumstances these observations should be

O

-2 -

available to the Fleet Weather Facility within one and one-half to
two ‘hours: after they are taken at Chichijima. Some reduction.in’
total elapsed time between transmission of data from Chichijima
and the Japan Meteorological Agency might be made if the :Japanése
Government wished to purc ase and install the necessary equipment’
to recéive weather transmissions directly from Guam; thesé trans-
missions are made via radio teletype on'a 16-circuit single sidé-
band. "It is believed that the saving in time thus.achieved would at
best be marginal in comparison with'the”dbsﬁ,of‘théTSpécial‘reéeiving

_ gear which would have to be pirchased from United States ‘sources;

the United States naval authorities would, however, be happy to

discuss further technical questions involved if the Government of

~Japan.wishés to pursue the matter, further, and the Embassy is -

prépared to transmit any inquiry which the Government of Japan

may, wish to make to the appropriate naval authority.

The United States naval authorities have, the Embassy believes,
made every effort to accommodate the Government of Japan's require-
ments for weather data reporting from Chichijima.” It is hoped,
therefore, that the Government of Japan will find the arrangements
outlined above to be satisfactory. The Embassy wishes to state

on behalf of the United States Government that while the offer
made by the Government of Japan in its Memorandum of April 26

for the provision of equipment and personnel for the Chichijima -
station is appreciated, administrative and fiscal procedures and
security requirements make acceptance of this offer infeasible.

September 6, 1966
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