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- TALKIKG_PAPER

The United States Request to the Government of Japan for
Disaster Rehabilitation Assistance to the

Ryukyu Islands

A, Background.

. 1. Two typhoons struck the Ryukyu Islands in the period
September 1 through 5, 1966, causing extensive damage, particularly
in Miyako Gunto. On September 8, the High Commissioner declared
the damaged areas as major disaster areas eligible for assistance

* inder the emergency dissster programs of the Goverfiment of the

Ryukyu Islands and the United States Civil Administration of
the Ryukyu Islands. :

2. Emergency food, flashlights, canvas for shelter, and other
supplies and equipment were dispatched by the Government of the
Ryukyu Islands and USCAR to Miyako as soon as the weather permitted.
Survey teams have assessed damages and developed resource requirements

‘for both immediate needs and longer range rehabilitation measures.
* The immediate measures which have been taken are:

A. The Government of Japan, through the Nampo Doho Engo
Kai, is furnishing lumber, coment, and other huilding materials,
seed potatoes, school textbooks, and other items.

B. USCAR has made available to the Government of the Ryukyu
Islands its snnual disaster relief fund of $200,000. The major
portion of these funds will be used along with the Government of
Japan's donated building materials to provide temporary shelters
for the homeless, and for such other high priority ewergency measures
as the restoration and rcpair of roads and airfields.

C. Private @onations of over $100,000 are being used for
the provision of urgent nécessities of daily life such as bedding,

. clothing and kitchen utensils.

D. The Government of the Ryukyu Islands is reprogramming

_its Fiscal Year 1967 budget to take care of other emergency require-

ments and to begin work on longer term rehabilitation projects.
Funds of the Central Bank for Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries,
and the People's Finance Corporation are also being made available
for emergency loans, as wéll as longer term rchabilitation.

E. USCAR and the Government of the Ryukyu Islands have

’arfaﬁged for the Ryukyu.Decvelopment Lozn Corporation to reprogram

$500,000 for loans to homeowncrs to rebuild houses as typhoon

... resistant structures, Since the Ryukyu bevelopment Loan Corporation's

- Punds are being reprogrammed within its loan program to meet high:

-2 -

'

" resources are already over-committed and it has outstahding‘louns
of about $20 million for housing throughout the Ryukyus, the United = =
States and the Government of the Ryukyu Islands would welcome dn

'gffeg by the Government of Japan of assistance, which would be most -

mely. ’ ' L

B. Requested Government of Japan Aid.

1. Typhoon-Resistant Housing.

A. The September typhoons destroyed 3,530 ﬁouses, and

seriously damaged another 6,541. The Government of the Ryukyu Islands |
estimates 2,000 homeowners will wish to borrow funds to construct
. typhoon-resistant housing. The Government of the Ryukyu Islands :
program will provide 25-year loans of $1,500 to each participant. The.
* loan will be used to comstruct a 10-tsubo house of a standard ferro=: -
concrete design, N £

'B. It is proposed that the Government of Japan contribute
by providing to the Government of the Ryukyu Islands cash grants of -
$2.5 million as follows: T

(1) Japan Fiscal Year 1966 supplemental
appropriation

$1.0 million

(2) Japan Fiscal Year 1967 appropriation 1.5 mifiiénﬂa

$2.5 million .

C. The Government of the Ryukyu lslands-will enact legislation :
in January 1967 to establish a special account for the recéipt'of :
Government of Japan funds. Repayments will he held for use in
rehabilitation from future disasters. ' :

) D. The Government of the Ryukyu Islands, through USCAR,‘
will request funds in increments as needed to meet loan requests.

2. Increased Capital for the Central Bank for Agriculture, Fofestr},
and Fisheries,. Ut

A. The typhoon damage has resulted in a large increase in lban’i
requests to the Csntral Bank for Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries.. ..

prior;ty ?eqyirements. In October, for exanple, it is estimated
over $1 million will be loaned for disaster relief. .

B. The Government of the Ryukyu Islands estimates that $1°millio

‘will be needed by»th61Cepgpnl”Bank for Agriculture, Forestry,: :
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'
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. Japan Fiscal Year 1967 Aid Program. It is proposed thatkthese aadltlonal

2

Flsherxes in addition to the §1 million to be requested in the regular .
funds ‘be provided in two increments of cash grants of:

(1) Supplemental Japan Fiscal Year 1906 SR -

appropriation ] $0.5 million. '

(2) Japan Fiscal Year 1967 appropriation 0.5 milliéﬁ

TOTAL ~-mmmmm e mmmmmmmm e $1.0 migliéﬁ

3. Funds for Loans to Small Fnterprises ; 7 i

A. Requests for loans by the Peoples Finance Corporatlon‘
have also increased. A further cash grant of $250,000: is requosted
in the ,apan Fiscal Year 1967 appropriation.

4, Punds for rebuilding of Schools and Public Works Faqifitiés.

A. Considerable damage was suffered by school facilities
and otiier public works. As stated heretofore, the emergency require-
ments for Tepair to roads, airfields, and office buildings have already
been funded. Also, the Government of the Ryukyu Islands has’
reprogrammed its Fiscal Year 1967 budget to begin restoration and re--
building. The following assistance is needed from thg, Government
of Jdpan in its Japan Fiscal Year 1967 budget for, the follow1ng pro;ccts

(1) bchool‘Facilltles . $340,700
(2) Retaining Walls : 150,000
(3) Ports and Piers ’ 72,000
(4) Municipal Dwelling Kouses 118,400 .
TOTAL= = mmm e = mmiomm i mm mm s mt e o m e = $681,100 .

Tha United States request, as broken down between funds*for
a351stance which it would be desirable to have included in the Japan
Fiscal Year 1966 supplementary budget and funds which eould be left
to the Japan Flscal Year 1967 budget, can be summarized as tollowb

A. Japan Fiscal Year 1966 supplempntal $1, 500 000

B. Japan Fiscal Year 1967 appropriation 2,931,1Q0

TOTAL =~ <mmmmmmmemmmmmmm o mm e cm " $4,431,100
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