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OOD APPROVES ARMY PIAN FOR 
DESTRUCTION OF MUSTARD AGENT 
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The・Department of the Army today announced that its plans for the 
destruction by incineration of obsolete mustard agent located at Rocky 
Mountain紅 senal,Denver, Colorado, have been approved by the Department 
of Defense. 

An environmental impact statement required by Public I.aw 91-190 has 
been provided for comment to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, 
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of the Interior, the 
state of Colorado, and local agencies in the Denver area. 

Actual operations, which incorporate stringent safety and security 、.....

measures, will not be initiated until the final environmental impact statement, 
together with comments received from Federal, state and local agencies, is 
filed with the President's・Council on Environmental Qiality. The plan for the 
operation has been reviewed by the Surgeon General, u. s. Public Health Service. 

It is estimated that incineration of 3071 tons of mustard agent stored at 
Rocky Mountain Arsenal will begin approximately July 6, 1971, and will take 
about five months to complete. The method of incineration was recommended by 
the National Academy of Sciences. 

A test of the operation is being conducted using a simulant to assure 
that air pollutants will remain within the stringent limits established for the 
Rocky Mountain紅 senaloperation. This test is being witnessed by representa-
tives of HEW and interested State agencies of the state of Colorado. The 
simulant test is being conducted under the唸 .mecontrols which will be used 
during actual operations to assure that emissions will be within the standards 
established by the state of Colorado and Federal guidelines. 

Additionally, as a further safeguard, a network of nine air monitoring 
.stations, using the most modern and sophisticated automatic monitoring equip-
ment available, 地 sbeen deployed around the紅 senal'sboundaries to assure 
that emissions during the actual operation never exceed established standards. 
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