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% UNITED STATES CIVIL- ADMINISTRATION OF THE RYUKYU ISLANDS.

MEMORAND,» T0 NEWS MEDIA'

. an, konm.ch:. wa. In response to severa.l requests for L
f'ro members of the press a,nd ‘due “to the, fact tha,t we are How less tha,n ol

&

%
‘_,'l'

Horvath and the other members of his brleflng ’cea.m this mornlng. However,
I recognlze there ma.y stlll be, some ;areas wh:.ch require or, for which you would ~

, Oshima if he gets

; . The a.nswer 'co the flrst pa.r’c of the question is, yes. It will
conti) p,ninterrup’ced]y s once we sta.rt 1oa.d1ng, ‘the conyoys. will run, every.
day: i ludlng ‘Saturdays’. a.nd Sundays. The answer to the duestion -a

b w's shlpmen‘cs, they will entlrely be cons:.stlng “of the’mun“
£ w1th the a.gent HD. B

-




Page 2, News Memo: 73-13, PAD, USCAR (July 16, 1971)

Yes, brlef],y the: leak we.
‘of .the Navy munitions,. back in. 1969 th i
8 dlffer nt type of an operatlon we are now doing, We are here involved in
oving items s all of whlch have bee inspected. We ‘are, . sure. they are com-

50 . cloéel;y Wli:h me in the prepa.ra.hons in" a.ssura,nce of safety mea.suresme.s
the head.of the.GRI committee for safety. If any of you want to address
your,. quest:.ons to Mr, Oshlma. for the GRI side of it, . feel perfectly free. %o,

e Rvulwu Islands is concerried we' feel that vwe have done everyth:.ng
C possible and that we find our safety plan to be satisfactory, Therefore, we
feel tha.t if the u.S, Forces _}ll comply. »m.th & m_meer of requests and

REPORTER (intérpr\éted)""" y hame is Kita. I'm from NET, “We were briefed on
-the -traffic restrictions.that will be enforced.near Tengan Pier. during. the.
“ime the ‘opération is uhderiay, During the b¥iefing this mo¥ning; we were’
told that Highway 24 would be restricted from any traffic entering that area
between Higashionna and Konbu but I think perhaps that what you meant was to
raffic restrictions placed at that portion of:. nghway ok :between Higashi-
onna and Tengan Pler, but.rnot including Konbu, thus allowing any interested -
press representatives to drive. up to Tengan Pier area from the direction of
Konbu, Is this correct?

Vad o s AT S . NS LRI RT I B S

(More)

EL)

B T T LT o

s

A ——
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e e T

) a8
v thls delay ”took pla.ce yesterd afternoon? The second part

question 1s, would :.t be poss:.ble, would it ‘be Lhat you w:.ll‘have a

- GENERAL HAYES~ With respect to your second quest:.o
™, discuss anything .about huclear weapons: but I can honest

s something Similar”
would llke to state that

control and possibly the ',_ v
Oklna,wa.. Can we have comments on fthose two po ts g

GENERAL HAYES' Let me say that the first questi

MAJ HORVATH- . The bus lea.ves H:Lgashlonna, nghwaya 13 and 21;
first group, prov1ding you cooperate 5 will, beon the’ pier
arrives.. The second group will e on 30 m.1 tes: a.fter'the fi
finished, :-And they've alrea.dy g:.ven me. the:.r breakdow on thi
I asked the ‘American new“'nen who ere prese ;

‘when they arrive at the press center -2 they mll Quickly brea

two groups of  six and we will ha.ve you a,ll prepared and eady
first" group a,nd the second group.

that has been. occupylng ny time ir b
occupied with Red Hat, And'I would. jus’c co en 't hop
‘I finish this operatlon - somebody doesn't say well‘ ou're
in this now «- take over somethlng else == So.
fleld. I don t ha.ve an;ythmg to do m.th i'c

REPORTER ( 1nterpreted) I would l:.ke, to.. a.sk you. ‘ho muc
and what type ofehemlcal munltlo 4

Since we'- agreed &
8:30 in the morning, it
the Sea. Lift 5 W"‘gha,t qe:

ou ‘re 1ght
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i {5EY
1
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ABNORADU 20 NS oA 7113

LT

-/ TRANSCRIPT OF NEWS CONFERENCE BY MAJOR G
¢ gas) - s GENERAL, 2ND IOGISTT '
We lar, IT, . And. the third is VEs. hs,ap
. mustard in"its consistency and ‘vapor pressur

eOr}

. MAJOR HORVATH, CHIEF OF INFORMATION, HQ USARYIS: Before we get started
i Mr. Oshime sends his. regrets, he's going to be late; s he has a
i L. because of General Hayes' schedule % art an i
i _can get here. Therefore, I'd appreciate the timir
: " ingly -- so we can terminate this meeting in order for Ge , .
here at L p.m.  In connection with that, if you would keep your que as
- short as possible and only ask one question at a time, it will enable us to " |
o/ . get more questions to the General and have him answér, T will-turn the floor- .
¥ ) e o ! over to Gen. Hayes. ’ e o
& e 4 : Mina‘san, konnichi wa. In response to several requests for interviews. .
gl " from members of the press and due to the fact that we are now'less than 24
! oy . . hours away from the beginning of the Red Hat final phase of ‘the operation,
’ C - . ! "‘i Mr. Oshima and I who have bBeen working “so closely together for t -past
‘ : © ¥ number of weeks felt it would be appropriate to hold this open press. onference
o 0. similar to the one which'I held in this very hotel last Jamuary. = .. |
s - LAY : A T R R
N g/ I'm really glad to have this opportunity to meet with members of the ]
= . press again, ‘I understand that you received the Red Hat press briefing from |
-+ Maj. Horvath and the other members-of his briefing team this ‘morning,  However,
i . I recognize there may still be some.areas which require or for ~which:you would '\
Like further clarification and I will attempt, along wWith Mr, Oshima if he gets. -
- here, to clarify these points. ’ S A T
. o I think that for my own point I.would like to stress one.major point th t .
we are prepared to carry out the operation in-accordance with the directions of"
the United States Secretary of Defense that it 'shall be carried out with maximum
safety., And I'm now ready for your questions, oy T e
@ REPORTER (interpreted): I understand. .My name is Mekaru. ..XI"“}',:??FQ"?JRBC.'
I understand the remaining portion Of the chemical stock will consist of
& R . . , approximately 1,285 tons of HD,VX and G B, Could you give us a breakdc
) . B the composition of the chemical munitions by the type of the .ch
! B v ; T d Gt TR T T T T AEEI 5
. GENERAL HAYES: The figure is off by a factor of ten, There's approxima
¢ " 13,000 tons ‘of munitions remaining to be removed from Okinaws A
_ at liberty to give a breakdown'of the types. ‘
‘ . that are involved in the stockpile.. . - -
: REPORTER (interpreted): I'm from Nishi Nihon Shimbun. I would. like to.ask
you if the convoy movement to load the first ship will continue rig “through -
up until 24 July including the weekends? - And the second part of my uestion .
: _ ! © is, can you give us a breakdown of the chemical ‘agent that will beinvolved
R - in the first shipment ‘starting tomorrow? I ’
GENERAL HAYES: The answer to the first part of the question is, yes. It wi
continue uninterruptedly ; once we start loading, the. convoys will run every
’ ; dey including Saturdays and Sundays, ' The ‘ariswer to .the question
. o : tomorrow's shipments, they will ‘entirely be ‘¢onsisting of the”
S BT R, T filled with the agent HD, " « =~ - aotiiloncn ‘
#, . , Y i';’; A "’j‘“
- .
. 4

e R L S S




. ‘REPORTER ¢ -

~ GENERAL HAYES:.

; ,,: . . C ey S
Page 2, News Memo: 71-13, PAD, USCAR (July 16, 1971)

" GENERAL BAYES: T can confirm it.. That's correct.

REPORTER. (interpreted): My name is Hirota, .I'm from Nihon Keizai Shimbun.
According to previous: information that we received we were.supposed to get.
information at. the end .of the day for the operation as a summary of what,
" took place for the day, information pertaining to.types and quantity by
tonnage of chemical munitions that were shipped and were transported that

Tha it

day. .According to a statement made ‘in the question and answer period following

the briefing this morning, the quantity cannot be given.. Can you 'te]_'!.;us .
whether you will be giving us the types and quantity of .muni.tipnAs‘ transported
for the day, as you have stated before, on the daily basis as a summary?

The answer, if you mean -~ exact numbers -- that is, numbers,._
of rounds and types of munitions -~ the answer is, no,. The _summary ?f,-what
has been moved.at the end of the day as-& total tonnage.by convoy which would
" also indicate the types of munitions that were in that ‘convoy will be
summarized, just in the eventuality that there is & difference between the

Wales, CBS, RBC. |The 'r'nilita.ry.'i's‘tt:a.l{iz_:g elaborate .. "
safety precautions to see that nothing untoward happens and yet it was a leak,

i oL believe, which first brought the presence of these weapons on Okinawa to

v (;.a\
R

. +1ight, And I don't believe yet there_has ever been an official .ansver exactly
‘what happened, _Can you tell me the. circumstances involved? .

 'GENERAL HAYES: Yes, briefly the leak was involved in a maintenance operation
“on one 'of the Navy munitions, back in 1969 -~ I think you're referring to --
‘a different type of an operation we are now doing, We are here involved in
.moving ‘items, all of which have been inspected. We are sure they are com-
‘pletely safe, that is, no.leakers; and are removing them under transport to

‘operation, .

* . the pier and load on ship -- ‘s}) there's rféal_ly',not a comparison with the

'GENERAL HAYES: "I think we should, recognize Mr, Oshima, who has been working
. 80 closely with me in the préparations in‘assurarice of safety measures as

. the head of the GRI. committee for safety., -If any of you want to address
.. your questions to Mr, Oshima for the GRI side of it, . feel perfectly free to.
do so, : L o . ) .

. REPORTER : * ' Lou Cioffi of ABC News,, Is Mr, Oshima satisfied
cWith the way this operation is being. carried out or is there something. that

.he would like to see done that is ot being done?

MR, OSHIMA (interpreted): As far a3 the' safety plan developed by the Govern-
“ment of the Ryukyu Islands is concerned we feel that we have done everything
possible and that we find our safety plan to be satisfactory. Therefore, we
feel that if the U,S, Forces will comply with a.number of requests and
conditions that we have attached > that we have included in the safety plan to
carry out the operations, we feel that as long as the safety measures and
safety matters are .concerned, with respect to the pecple along the route, as

far as the safety aspect of the operation is -eoncerned, jbhat__ this operation

, -

can be carried out viith complete safety. .

REPORTER (interpreted): My name is Kita, ' I'm from NET,  We were briefed on
-the traffic restrictions.that will be enforced near Tengan Pier dqring .the.
‘time the opération is underway. During the briefing this morning, we were

told that Highway 2L would be restricted. from any traffic entering that area
between Higashionna and Konbu but I think perhaps that what you meant was to
have traffic restrictions placed at that portion of Highway 24 between Higashi-
onna and Tengan Pier, but not including Konbu, thus allowing any Anterested -
press representatives to drive up to Tengan Pier area from the direction of
Konbu, Is this correct? o o -

‘ A(More.)

T otal tard-filled =
-~ REPORTER (interpreted): Can you glve us total tonnege of the mustar - L
: m\initiyons(that ’l;.. going out tomorrow? According to information received from
' GRI sources, it is reported to be a total of 637 tons, . Can you confirm this? .

-, .-amount for some reason during the day and obviously we would have an explanation
n.,fo‘r vhy theldifference. . . & - el Cot )

~“would probably use - that route,

. Higashionna to Wighways. 13 and 4k, LT

© MAJOR HORVATH: Yes.

O A b e A L VA . €t eSS e bt

T T

"portion of the route within the Marine ammo ‘Storage “ar

Y.
¥
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|GENERAL HAYES:' If the police batrier ‘on the road

2k, 's0 that we'=- if there were ‘personnel.‘ co

MAJOR HORVATH: .To add to that fdct, ve are operating

REPORTER (interpreted):  You will have the ‘bus going ‘bac
Tengan Pier and Higashionna quite frequently? .. .°°

REPORTER .(intefpreted): It appears that v‘gpp"dxiﬁﬁ.f’céj:\}‘ 600 ":’ébr'x'é,féf:" ‘chemic

munitions will be moved each day on 15 and .16 -July. 'At:that.weight wouldn
pletely transport all

it be possible, weather permitting, .for you to
remaining, approximately 13,000 .tons of ‘munitio
days? .Do you forésee. such a possibility?

GENERAL HAYES: Negative, “The ‘question is based ‘on’ §imp: e ar
loading the ships is not simple arithmetic, ‘Some of the days w
have convoys that have 10 trailers in them, = Some of the days wé'

and the time it takes to load- the munitions a.bga,rd'the"ship, SO

move 500 tons and the main reason is it's the care for  the ‘loading and

We cannot call a stcceeding convoy forward until we have ﬁﬁioa,déd" and
So it's the time ‘it takes to

stowed the munitions of the preceding convoy,: GG
load the ship safely that is the determining factor and not . the m‘i_m‘_b‘ﬂer"

" trailers in the convoy ‘or the number of convoys we could. run‘in’a.day just

counting convoys,

RE?ORTE_R: Jones, CBS Mews. I'm s_m';g you'se well e.wa;"e’“of\' . .
many in the United States, including some of the Congressmen, who have

suggested all along that these gases, wherever they are, ‘should be destr

or detoxified,

military man in this nuclear age, how impoxtant are  these gases,to be

retained in Haweii?

Coten

GENERAL HAYES: Well,

dear to my heart, since I hove been a chemical officer for 37 years of
military service and, personally,

It provides an option in the military &rser_:_al.v{hiplghé_is”s_h_ort of .nuclear.

dgvastation-.

. I believe also that -- for-.enemiefs"vmom'we are Acfdnvihceld_arée_ not only
aware of but have stockpiles of such munitions -- to. have the ability to -~

, The President of the United: States has stated and. it is our national
... policy that we would hever launch toxic warfare,
.. We would have the option of retaliation. "'.’Ihdse,méixibe;ﬁsibf Cong

- That if used -against

have us destroy them ‘would have ‘us destroy.‘one of th
military and to the country, ' I think it ties th
they aré tied today.’ It"‘is'uo‘u'f"‘ﬁéﬁiéﬁ&l‘f"ﬁ/&iicy4tha.t"'w‘e’_wil' , ]
stockpile and that's the reason we are moving these to Johnston I;

GENERAL HAYES: Have we run the- pre"svs out ~ch'ﬁues'liicné? SR
REPORTER' ( ihfefpreted): I'm from the Ryukyu Shimpo. Th;‘.s' morning duri
briefing we were told that out of $200,000 cost that was nded ‘for:
construction of the new route, some of it was spent for. img

shoulder of the road, improving the route in that ares .
you confirm this?  The' next part of my question is, will’;
the cost breakdown of -the; construction that: took. pla ’
C—overnment?'; NG E -‘ gl ) (RO

We'd like to have your feeling, your attitude, that is,'a

you're asking me a question which is sort of near and

I have a belief that this type of ‘weapon‘is -
not as inhumane as ‘it had been made out ‘to be as a result of propé.g‘a.nd_a,i' :

th

of-”

p}}.‘edm

ny o

us .




'been working on the technical aspects and the safety aspects w1th Mr. Oshima..

" REPORTER (1nterpreted)

) inventory that will be taken out ‘of Okinawe for complete removal.
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| GENERAL HAYES:
‘the Ma.rme ‘ASP. that, in accordance thh the requests from’ the’ GRI Safety

“the. roe.d in the Marine depot-and. some pa.ving of some rough spots.
enswer essentially is, yes, :

The answer to the’ first 1s, yes. There wa.s one bad curve in
‘committee, to assure that there ‘were rno curves’ tighter ‘then a-certain amount,
we had the engineers clear ‘that and they did sorne construction on: the ‘side of
So the .

T can confirm that. there was, work done 1n the Mar).ne ASP as well as in the
Chibana depot proper.- The. answer to ‘the’ second 1s, I velieve, that Col. s
Tarbell, the Facilities Engineer of USARYIS, 1.8 making a’ full . a.ccounting of
these funds to:the Japanese Government., Tha.t's a little bitioutside my sphere
in.2d Log COmmand and it's one of the detalls that I heven't personally been
bothered with because the Facilities Engineer has.beéen hs.ndling it while TI' ve

‘Kita, from NET. I understs.nd during ‘the first phase
shipment that was conducted January 13 of this year. there were some experts :
checking the munitions before the shipment was ma.de 4o confirm complete
safety. This time, of course,’ ‘you will have” much more ‘than the 150 tons
Can’ you
tell me if you have safety experts from the United States specifically )
assigned to do this type of checking for this second phase operations -- team
of safety experts doing the checking of the munitions here and whether they
were dispatched from the United States? : .7, .

GENERAL HAYES: The answer to your question is, yes. There is. & team of the
technical escort detachment from Edgewood Arsenal in Maryland, a special.

.medical team, & Coast Guard ammunition loading expert and a team of personnel
7 .from the Naval Orduance. Depot at Concord who are experienced in the handling
“.. of munitions aboard ship,
~tions themselves but the procedures in connection with hendling it., .

They 're checking and verifying not only the muni-

REPORTER (interpreted): Yesterday during ‘the rehearsal there was &8 20-minute
delay. in the convoy moving out of the ammunition storage area. Can you tell
us the réason why this delay took place yesterday afternoon? The sécond part

of my question is, would it be possible, would it be that you will have a
similar delay tomorrow too when the actual movement sta,rts and, if you do
anticipate any delay, can you tell us to vhat extent you will, be able’ to

control any sort of delay? . .

GENERAL HAYES: * Three-part question.. 'The ansver to the first is, ‘the delay
was not 20 minutes yesterday, but you are correct, tha.t there was a delay.

" There was an emergency in a KC-135 tanker which was’ approaching Kadensa Air Base.
‘He'.called in, as an emergency landing, and T held the convoy at the initial ~

point -«<.-where ve checked at the first checkpoint' == where we ‘checked the

~aircraft in accordance with the agreement that we had for sbsolute safety.’

When I was- advised of the aircraft in an emergency, I directed’ the convoy
commander to hold et the first checkpomt

" The answer to the second one; I do not expect that there will be & similar
delay at the first convoy or any succeeding convoys tomorrow. That is. the
reason that I am flying the helicopter which is the airborne control and I am .
in constant communication not only with the convoy commarnder bt with Kadens
tower so I know everything that is in the air at all times. :

The answer to the third part of this question is that a delay for any
reason could occur at any time, Our controlling factor is absolute safety and

I will always exercise the command prerogative to stop the convoy or delay its = -

operation and-not be held to meeting an exact schedule. ' Safety is always
paramount so I will not permit the convoys. to proceed unless I am s,bsolutely
sure of safety.

REPORTER (interpreted): I cennot remembey when it was bubt going back, there .
was a B52 crash here on Okinawae and I remember the commander, a military -
commander; making a statement that the airplane crash was somethihg s:.mila.r

to a-traffic accident, In connectlon with tha,t,I would like %o state that

o
N
AL

. days,: ‘one, of your. ‘drivers could ‘relax his’ a.ttitude toward the op “atio
caus:.ng o tra.ffic accident )

s ’GENERAL HAYES-
. doing. everything we ‘can,
. ’and careful’ drivers. -
- any longer: than it 1s necessary and we are going to assure “that t
v -in‘a cage of: exhaustion. :

., every morning but. before every convoy.
" he will be. reple,ced w1th one . of our: reple.ce'nents._
& complete duplicate set’ of drivers for a,ll vehicles. ‘
' REPORTER (interpreted)
. the ‘first of which is more or-less to confirm vha
" ..to.be in effect at Tengan: Pier.
time for newsmen ‘who wish to cover the operatlons at Tengan Pier frora the
& ;

"of my question s, after you e,re through removing

_ Okinawa.

" I asked the American newsmen who were present then, to ~-- tomorrow morning ==
‘when they arrive at the press center -- they will quickly break themselves.into

~ first group and the second group.

. - GENERAL HAYES:
™, discuss anything about nuclear weapons but I can honestly tell you I have nothing

MR, NAKAYOSHI,

'GENERAL HAYES:
‘a forbidden answer,

.the,t then we'll ha.ve & big press conference s,nd a fla.p a.bout it.l

during the prolonged opera.tion tha,t will continue/ fo a.pproxima.

Ca,n you comment on. that?

T would have to adm t at such 8 thing is POSSlbl
First .to have selected only “the most. experie"ce ;
Secondly, we ‘are ‘not gomg to: have them beh1 nd.

Thirdly, every driver is going to be 'pe, ona,lly ;
inspected vy the convoy . conmander and’ by my deputy, Col"jM 5. noton
If there's any
.-"We

I have a ‘set, oi‘ two questions thet I ,‘ould llke t \vas*

Can you tell ‘us what: will be the' reporting
house as they go. into the first and second grou

Okinawa you could- possibly get. mvolved in the operations nvolv1ng the' remove
of nuclear weapons from Okinawa., I must say ths,t perhaps, are restri te
discussing anything nuclear but let me go. on and’ ask you erwwe,y' if ‘the
weapons are to be removed from Okinawa ~-- perhaps the Army ~- rath ‘tha ,
other services, will be the service responsible’ for control of such’ weapons '
and, if so, I believe 2d Log. Command will be the unit respons:.ble for the’
control and possibly the operetions involving removal of nuclea.r wes.pons i‘rom
Can we have comments on those two points? 2

GENERAL HAYES: Let me say that the first question -~ on that we have to ask
Major Horvath, beceuse it's specifically about the press operation. : :

MAJ HORVATH: The bus ‘leaves Higeshionna, Highwaya 13 and 2k s,t 0800. ‘The -,
first group, prov1ding you cooperate, will be on the pier when the first convoy
arrives. The second group will be on 30 minutes after the first group is.

finished. And they've already given me their breakdown on the first two groups

two groups of six and we will have you all prepared and ready to go ‘with the

With respect to your second question you're right. T cannot” .
that has been occupying my time in connection with nuclear weapons, - T am fully
occupied with Red Hat, And I would just comment that I hope the world ~< when
‘I finish this operation ~~ somebody doesn't say well you're pretty experienced
in this now ~~ take over -something else =- so I really am answering ‘outside my
field., I don't have anything to do with 1t, so I have no comment ‘to' ma.ke.

REPORTER (interpreted): I would like to ask you how much of chemical munitions
and what type of chemical munitions will be taken out of Okinawa on the Ses.
Lift, the first ship to be ‘used for the shipment? /

GENERAL HAYES: The que.ntity of munitions on the Sea Lift? '

interpretero Tota,l tonn&ge .and _the type or 'nunit
Well I won't tell him the type of munitions.‘ 1

T will give you the-tonnage on that when the PIO people
are ready to release it for the ship. - You 'will get it,but Timn t]going to
give it to you todey -- the ree.son being, I want to explain ~= because if I e
give you a figure today and it appears in the press and we don't do exactly :

Since we s.greed to postpone ‘the beginning of the convoys until not befor
8:30 in the morning, it is causing us to change out plans for the loading of
the Sea Lift so that 'We “can ‘8ail her by the zhth. . For this reason. until I he.ve

(More )

A B S ot SR Tk i e L2 8 i p— [V PPN S




‘Page 6, News Memo: 71-13, PAD, USCAR (July 16, 1971)

 the experience of running the convoys this way I don't know exactly how much
' we're going to get on her, button her up and send h_er. ’ C

' I have to go now, but one of the things that I have been’ impressed at --

go over for the newsmen what the effects of these three diffé?gnt agents are

» o that there won't be any_n,iivs‘c;o_nstrned.'news .stories.

'I'he first HD vhich is moving the first and second day is a persistent '

blister agent. Tt is the mustard gas of World War I, The second is GB, which

is a non-persistent nerve gas.” It is the gas developed by the Germans c}uring

World War II. And the third is VX. It.is a persistent nerve agent similar to
. mustard in its consistency and ‘v press emen," thank you very much.

assure that if there are any new people who were not here before, that I rapidly

A

© UNITED STATES CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE RYUKYU. TSLAINDS-
T Urasoe, Oktnava oo

July 16, 1971

Public Affairs Department
Tel: 72153, 79156 .

" " GOVERKMENT OF THE

.. can get here. Therefore, I'
. ingly -- so we can terminate

short as possible and only a
~ get more questions to the Ge
over to Gen. Hayes.

Mine‘san, konnichi wa.

I'm really glad to have

I think that for my own

the composition of the chemi

 GENERAL HAYES: The figure i
13,000 tons of munitions rem

that are involved in the sto

" . REPORTER (interpreted): I'm

filled with the agent HD

HEER
.

. -MR, .OSAMU OSHIMA, CHIEF, LIAISON AND

JOINT U.S,-GRI. ' CHEMICAL M(
' SAFETY MEASURES COMMITTEE, AT THE RYUKYU'
‘TOKYU ‘HOTEL, - NAHA; JULY ik,1971 ..

' MAJOR HORVATH, CHIEF OF INFORMATION, HG USARYIS: Before we get started -
Mr. Oshima sends his regrets, he's going to be late; lowever, he has. aske dus
because of General Hayes' schedule to start and he will join us as soi ¢

~here at U p.m. In connection with that, if you ‘would keep your

from members of the press and due to the fact that we are now less than 24"
hours away from the beginning of the Red Hat final phase of ‘the operation,
Mr. Oshima and I who have been r
" number of weeks felt it would be appropriate to hold this open press.conference
similar to the one which'I held in this very hotel last January.,

Press again., ‘I understand that you received the Red Hat press briefing from .
Maj. Horvath and the other members of his briefing team this morning. = However, -
I recognize there may still be some.areas which. require or for which‘ydti‘;w,(;;uld o
like further clarification and I will attempt, along with Mr, .Oshima if he gets

here, to clarify these points. . S 7

We are prepared to carry out the operation in accordance with the directions of
the United States Secretary of Defense that it shall be carried out with ‘maximum -
safety. And I'm now ready for your quesgtions, B U T

BEPORTER (interpreted): I understand, My name is Mekaru, T'm from RBC.
I understand the remaining portion of the chemical stock will’ consist of -
approximaetely 1,285 tons of HD,VX and G B. Could you give us a breakdown 'in -

at liberty to give a breakdown of the types &nd quantities of th e ‘mun tions.

you if the convoy movement to load the first ship will continue ‘right ‘through
up until 24 July including the weekends? And the second part of my question”
is, can you give us a breakdown of the chemical agent that will be Ainvolved .

in the first shipment starting tomorrow? S S

GENERAL HAYES:. The answer to the first part’ of the question is, yes. It
continue uninterruptedly ; once we start loading, the convoys Wwill run every
day including Saturdays and Sundays. The answer to the question about  7':
tomorrow's shipments, they will .enti 1

RYUKYU ISLANDS, CO-CHATRVEN OF THE
‘TOXIC CHEMICAT MUNTTIONS REMOVAL

d appreciate the timing
this meeting in order:

Of your question

for Gen..Hayes to leave

sk'one question at & time, it will ensble us to
neral and have him answér, I will turn the floor

In response to several requests for interviews -

working -so closely together for these past .

this opportunity to meet with members of the

point I.would like to stress one major point that -

M

cal munitions by the type of the ‘cher

cal:

s off by a factor of ten. ‘Ihere!s_appﬁéxipgéﬁely
aining to be removed from Okinawa.  And I am ot

ckpile..

PSR

from Nishi Nihon Shimbun, ' T would like to ask .

rely be consisting of the ‘m




R . Can you give us total tonnage of the muste
: unitions that‘s going out tomorrow? According to: informa.ti 5
»GRI sources, it is reported to ‘be a.‘tota.l of 637 tons, Ca. you confirm this

: P .
According to previous informa.tion tha.t we received we were supposed;to ‘get
informatlon at, ‘the end .of the day " for the opera.tion as a. summary of he.t‘-
took 3

ge of chennca.l munitions tha,t were shipped and were transported ‘that ™.
o According o a sta.tement made in the . question and answe; perlod following
' “Can you ’tel_l us -

he briefing this morning, the quantity ;cannot be given..
hether you will be giving us “the ‘types &
g ‘or the day, as you have’ stated before,

GENERAL HAYES' The a.nswer, if you mean --:exact numbers ~=.that is, numbers
-of rounds and types of ‘munitions -~ the ansver is,:. no.. The swnma.ry of what -
has been moved. ‘at the. end of the. dey as:a tota,l tdnnage by convoy wh:.c_h would
-also indicate the types of munitions tha.t were in tha.t 'convoy will be o

.for why" the difference. N P

REPORTER Wales, CBS RBC. ,The military is.;.taking elaborate
sa.fety precautions to see that nothing untowa.rd happens and yet it was a- leak
.I believe, which first brought the presence ‘of these weapons on Okinaws to
light. And I don't believe yet there has ever been an official answer exactly
what happened. Can you, tell me the.eir cumste.nces involved? -

>,‘GENERAL HAYES:
Py i on one of the Nayy munitions, back in 1969 .-- I think you're referring to --
gL ‘a different type-of an operation we are now doing. We are here involved in
oo & moving items, all of which have -been inspected. . We ‘are sure. they are com-

pletely sa.fe, that is, no. leakers ;3 &nd are removing them under transport %o

-, the ‘pier and load on sh:.p -— so there 8 really ot a comparison with the
H,opera.tion. . . .

o

GEI\TERAL HAYES- "I think we should recogm.ze Mr Oshims., who hes been working
.80 closely with me in the prepa,rations in“assurarice of safety measures as
. the head of the GRI committee for safety, - If any of you want to address

your quest:.ons to Mr. Oshima. for the GRI side of it, feel perfectly free to.
. do so, ) .o . -

""REPORTER © " Lo Cloffi of ABC News,, Ts Mr,. Oshima Satisfied
With the way this operation is being. carried out or is there something that |
he would like to. ‘see done that is not being done? . .

f’,MR OSHIMA (interpreted) "As far as: the sa,fety plan developed by the’ Govern-
- "ment of the Ryukyu Islands is concerned ve feel that we have done everything
. possible and that we find our safety pla.n to be satisfactory. Therefore, we
.~ feel that if the U,S. Forces will comply with a.number of requests and

. carry out the opera.tions, we feel that as’ long as the safety measures and
 safety matters are .concerned, with respect to the people along the route, as
. far as the safety ‘aspect of: the “operation is- concerned, that this opera.tion

. can be carried out with complete sa.fety. .

REPOR'I'ER (1nterpreted) My name is Kita.. “I'm: from NET, " We were briefed on
-the traffic’ restrictions.that will be enforced near Tengan Pler during the.

« time the operation is ‘uhderway., puring the briefing this morning, we were
told that Highway 24 would be restricted from any traffic entering that area
between Higashionna and Konbu but I think perhaps that what you meant was to .
have traffic restrictions placed at that portion of Highway 24 between Higashi-
onna and Tengan Pler, but not including Kombu, thus_allowing any jinterested -

press representatives to drive up to Tengan Pier area from the direction of
Konbu. Is this correct?

1

(More)

,emount for some rea,son dur:.ng the day a.nd obviously we would he.ve an emlanetion :

T

Yes, briefly the lea,k was involved ina maintene.nce opera.tion %

conditions that we have attached, that we have included in the safety plan to

e e

L REPORTER. 1nterpreted) 0
: 'I‘enga.n Pier and Higashi ne, quit

- REPORTER (1nterpreted)

it ve possn.ble, weather' ermittlng, foy

. pot as inhumane as it had been made ot to be as a ‘result of prop’ enda' :

- ‘aware of but have stockplles of such munltn.ons -~ %o

- @s an option to hold, whether you intend to'use i or not;

;. policy ‘that we would never le.unch toxic. warfar

. they ‘are %ied today.' s :
‘ stockpile and that's ,the reason w' a.r_ ‘movi

"[ Higashionna to Hig

MAJOR HORVATH- Yes. U

‘ t a.p ars th pproximately 600 ons of
~ munitions will be moved each (Gay on 15 and:16 July. 'At th

revna.ining, a.pprosc:vnately 13,000 tons: of;muni ion 1
days? Do you fore see';‘su h» a. possmillty? :

GENERAL HAYES- Negatn.ve. g»i'he' uestion is 'base
'loading the ships is not ‘simple. e,rithrnetic.
have convoys “that" ha.ve lO tra.i “them,. v r
move 500 tons and the main reason is it's the care ' or -t the
-and the time it tekes to load the munitions e.bo rd, the shi

We cannot call a succeeding convoy forwerd until \{ '"a.ve
stowed the.munitions of the preceding convoy, So it's: the tim
Toad- the Shlp safely tha,t is the. deternn.mng fa.ctor and not the um

" trailers in the convoy or the number.of.convoys we' coul
counting convoys. o

REPORTER : Jones, CBS News.' I'm sure you 're. well awa o
many in the United Sta.tes, 1nelud1ng some of the Congressmen, :
suggested all along that these gases, wherever they are, 'Should be"destroye by
or detoxified. We'd like to. have your, feeling, your, a.tti'l e, tha.t 1s, &7

military man in this nuclear age, ho'w“importe,nt are the e
.retained in Hawaii? N ;

GENERAL HAYES- Well, you're asking me a question whlch 1 so t of near ,and :
dear to my heart, since I have been a chemical’ off:_cer for 37“’ ‘ !
"military service and, personally, I have a beliei’ that this type

wea.pon is

It provides an option in the military arsena.l which is sh
devasta.tion. :

I ‘believe also that - for enemies whom we a,re

retaliate in kind rather than escela.tin: a" conflict

The President of the Unlted Sta.tes ha.s sta,ted‘and bt

we would have the option of reta,lla.tio ,
have us destroy them - we.uld ha.ve
military and to the

nal pol cy , .ha.t

GENERAL HAYES- Have' we run the press out‘ of questions?
REPORTER' (1nterpreted) I'n Ryukyu sh
briefing we were told that ,000 cost tha
construction of the new route, some of it
portion of the route within the, Marin al
shoulder of the road,’ 1mprov1ng the ! rout
You confirm this? *The" next pa.rt of ‘
the cost. breakdown of.t

Government? b

F
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GEE\IERAL HAYES- The s.nswer to .the. first is, yes. There wa.s one bad curve in
:the Marine "ASP that, in eccorda.nce with, the requests from the’ GRI Sa,i‘ety
Committee to assure that there were rio curves. t:.ghter than s certain “amount,
we' had the’ engineers clear that and they did’ some’, construction on the side of
“theu roe.d in the Ma,rine depot and. some pa.ving some rough spots.. So the o
enswer essentially is, yes, oo S

I can confir'n that there wa.s work done 1n the Marine ASP as well as in the “
.'Chibana. depdt proper.. The answer to the, second. is, I believe, that Col.
Tarbell, the Fa.cil1ties Engineer of USARYIS, is ‘making a full accounting of
these funds. to the Japanese. Government, Tat's a 1ittle bit' outside my sphere
in2d ‘Log Command and it's oné of the details that I hiaven't, personally been
" bothéred with because the Fa.cilities Engineer has been hendling it while I've
5 be n'working on the technicel aspects and the safety aspects w1th Mr. Oshima;

REPORTER (1nterpreted) ‘Kita, from NET. I understand during ‘the first phase .

shipment that was conducted ‘January 13 of this year there were some experts

checking the munitions before the shipment wa.s made 4o confirm complete

- safety. This time, of course,’ ‘you. will have’ much more than the 150 tons

) 1nventory that will be taken out of Okinawa for complete removal.” Can you
_tell me if you have safety experts from the United States specifically

© assigned to do this type of checking for this second phase operations -- team
" of safety experts doing the checking of the munitions here and whether they

‘ ‘were dispatched from the United States? : , . .

GENBRAL HAYES: The answer to your question is, yes. There is a team of the’

" technical escort detachment from Edgewood. Arsenal in Maryland, a special

. medical team, a Coast Guard ammunition loading expert and a team of personnel

‘from the Naval Ordnance. Depot at Concord who are experienced in the handling

& of munitions abosrd ship, They're checking. and verifying not only the muni-
" wtions themselves but the procedures in connection with handling it., .

: g’; " REPORTER (interpreted): Yesterda.y durlng “the rehearsal there wa.s a' 20-minute ™ -~

' “ " delay in the convoy moving out of the ammunition storage area. Can you tell

" us the reason why this delay took place yesterday afternoon? The sécond part
of my question is, would it be poss:.ble, would it be that you will have a
similar delay tomorrow too when the ectual movement sta.rts and, if you do
anticipate any delay, can you tell. us ‘to what extent you w1ll be’ a.ble to
control any sort of dela;y? . ) .

Bl

GENERAL HAYES: " Three-part question, 'The a.nswer’ to the first is‘,“ the delay

was not 20 minutes yesterday, but you are correct, that there was a delay.
. 'There was an emergency in a KC-135 tanker which was approaching Kadena Air Base.
‘He'.called in, as an emergency landing, and T held the convoy at.the initial™
point ~~.where we checked st the first checkpomt -~ where we checked the
aircraft in accordance with the agreement. that we had for absolute safety,’
When I was- advised of the aircraft in an emergency, I directed the” convoy
comma.nder to hold a.t the first checkpoint

- T ' The answer to the second one, I do no% expect that ‘there will be a similar
oA delay at the first convoy or any succeeding convoys tomorrow., That is the
: .. = reason that I am flying the helicopter which is the airborne control and I am
© " in constant communication not only with the convoy commarder but with Kadena
. tower so I know everything that is in the air at all times, 3

; o The answer to the third part of this question is that a delay for any
1. reason could occur at any time., Our controlling factor is absolute safety and -
R I will always exercise the command prerogative to.stop-the convoy.or. delay its ..
operation and. not be held to meeting an exact schedule. Safety is always )
paramount so I will not perm:.t the convoys. to proceed unless I am a.bsolutely
sure of‘ ‘safety.,

REPORTER (1nterpreted) I cannot remember when it was but going back, there .
was & B52 crash here on Okinawa and I remember. the. comma,nder, a military -
. N . commander; making a statement that the airplane crash was something similar’

; Y bo a-traffic accident,- In connection with tha.t,I would 1ike to state thet

‘x~t

.' :'. .- :‘..y : ’ V, (over)

. .:_..A e

L

;inspe'cted by the‘f"'” ’
" every morning but
" he will be replaced

*REPORTER (1nterpre ed)

_to be 1n effect at Tenga.n Pier.
- bime for. newsmen who wish ‘to cover the ope:

of nuclear wea.pons from Okinawa..
‘-discussa.ng a.nything nuclea.r but let

. . Okinawa,’

e Ma.;lor Horvath, beca.use it's specifically about the press operation.

" -when they arrive at the press center -< they will quickly brea.k the'nselves ~int
- two groups of

: - GENERAL HAYES- :
™, discuss anything about nuclear weapons but I can honestly, tell you I ‘have nothing

‘I finish this operation -~ somebody doesn't say well you're

MR. NAKAYOSHI, interpreter*

'that then we'll ha.ve a big press conference end a fla.p about it

' "e of your drive"s could rela.x 1sva.ttitude towerd he opera.tion,
ce.usn.n a.traffic accident 1

a complete dup11

I heve e set of‘ t

other services, will be “the ‘service respons:.ble for control of such weapon:
and, if so, I believe 2d Log : Command will be’ the” unit respons:,bl\ for - the
control and possibly the operations: involv:.ng removel of . nuclee.r wea.po :
Can we have comments on those two po:.nts?

GENERAL HAYES: Let me say that the first question -= on that we ha.ve‘to ask’

MAJ HORVATH: The bus lea.ves Higashionna, Highways' 13 and 2k e.t 0800. : The
first group, prov1ding you cooperate, will be on the pier when the first convo
arrives, The second group will be on 30 minutes after the first group dsi
finished. And they've already given me their breakdown on the first two - roup
I asked the American newsmen who were present then, to -- tomorrow morni ng :

six and we will have you, all prepared a.nd ree.dy to go with the
first group and the second group.
With respect to your second guestion you re right I ca.nnot .

that has been occupying my time in comnection with nuclear weapons. b

I am fully
occupied with Red Hat, g

And T would just comment that I—hope_the world «- whe
D1 'tty experienced
in this now <~ take over something else -- so I really: am enswering outside my
field, I don't he.ve anything to do with it s0'I have no comment to make.

REPORTER (interpreted): I would like to ask you how much of chemica.l munition
and what type of chemical munitions will be teken out of Okina.wa. on the Sea.
Lift, the first ship to be used for the shipment? ; : 5

GENERAL HAYES: ~The quantity of munitions on. the Sea Lift? '

To l

GENERAL HAYES: WeZL‘I. I won't tell him the type .of munitions. ‘
a forbidden answer, I will give ‘you the - tonnage on that when' the PIO people '
are ready to release it for the ship. ' You will get it,but I'm :
give it to you today -- the reason being, I wantito’ exple.in w=h .
glve you a figure today and it. a.ppears in the press and we don"tfdo exa.ct'.w

Since we agreed to’ postpone the beginning of the o ys until n t b fore:
8:30 in ‘the morning, it .is causing us to change’ ‘out plans; for. the ‘loading of.

the Sea Lift so that we “can sa.il her by the 2hth. : For this" rea.son until

(More)
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the experlence ‘of runm.ng the convoys this wa.y I don't know exact].y hcrw much
we're going to get ‘on her, button her’ up and send Yer.

I, ha,ve Yo go now,- but one of the thmgs tha.t I have been’ impressed at -
assure that if there are any new people ‘who ‘were not here before,.that I ra.pxaly
go over for the newsmen what the effécts of these three- different a.gents are :
S0 tha.t there won't be any . m’lsconstrued news stories. ‘

oo T

The fust HD which is moving the first and second de,y is a pers:.stent s
blister agent. It is the musta.rd gas of World War.I. - The second is _GB, which
is a non-pers'istent nerve gas.” It is the gas. developed by the Germans during
World War II. And the third 1.5 VX, It.is a persistent nerve agent similar to
. musta.rd in its consistency i nk-
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OFFICE OF THE
INFORMATION COORDINATOR 4
NEWS RELEASE: OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 4
Tel: 57107 . ;

STATEMENT BY HIGH COMMISSIONER UPON COMPLETION OF OPERATION RED HAT

Sukiran, Okinawa, Sept. 10 -~ Today the USNS Private Francis
X. MéGraw departed for Johnston Island with the last of the toxic

chemical munitions which were stored on Okinawa. The sailing of this

ship completed Operation Red Hat and the safe removal of all toxic
.y ;

chemical munitions from the Ryukyu Islands.

PR

This .operation was an outstanding example of cooperation

between United States Government and the Government of the Ryukyu

Islands in achieving a common objective. The devotion to duty and
professional skill of a large number of highly qualified American
and Okinawan personnel made 1t possible to completé the removal
operation safely and within the planned time period.

I extend to all Americans and Okinawans involved in the

( 7
removal operation my deep appreciation for their successful efforts.
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THE CIVIL ADMINISTRATOR

e

21 Séptember 1971

The Honorable Jiro Takase

Ambassador

GOJ Representative to the
Preparatory Commission

Dear Ambassador Takase :

General Lampert asked me to have the
enclosed copies of two letters he has
written to Chief Executive Yara delivered
te you. The original copies of the letters
are being handcarried to Chief Executive's
office this morning.

With warm regards,

Sincerely,

vt P,

Robert A, Fearey

AT

R UNIETD. STATHS TG 1

G RWUISY U IST.ADyIn

20 September 1971

s

Dear Mr. Yara:

I wish to express to you and to the many members of the Govie‘r'nmeht :

of the Ryukyu Islands who participated in Operation Red Hat my sincere =
- appreciation-for-the-cooperation which made possible the complete

removal of all toxic chemi¢al munitions from Okinawa safely and Wi‘thin;‘f‘
the planned time period. : SR

As I previously informed you, all toxic chemical munitions which had -
been stored on Okinawa prior to the completion of Operation Red Hat
were stored within the Red Hat area of the Chibana, Ammunition Depot.
No toxic chemical munitions were stored at any other location in the
Ryukyu Islands. With the departure of the USNS Private Francis X.
McGraw for Johnston Island on 10 September 1971, all toxic chemical
munitions have been removed from the Ryukyu Islands. '

Sincerely,

J. B. LAMPERT
Lieutenant General, United States Army’

The Honorable Chobyo Yara :
Chief Executive of the : v
Government of the Ryukyu Islands

Naha, Okinawa '

-
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. Yara:

Dear Ml;

B LY F. Ay b RIS N fcﬁgﬁj&mkg ¢ DFERI B I I have recexved a message from Secret'u'y of Defense Melvm R. Lair
asking that I pass on to you his personal thanks and gratitude for yo
- great assistance in ensuring the safe and orderly removal"of,_ all

' ,ﬁ Ly Dot B I mﬂ LEPRCOTRD RS EHOBIOBET. Wi toxm chemlcal munltlons from the Ryukyu Islands.

(gj ﬁ5?«1@$ﬂm“ BB ED DT EMMAICEACHEINE Lo

May I, at this time, add my parsonal thamcs to that of Secretary Laird!
" for your understandmcv cooperatmn.

BlCHME X LAY vy F £y VBT X CRRICRHS T

éincefely N

e ALY E Sy T RTHMERBEOY Y ¥ A MR CE S
;;mibko RERFIBN OO %A LB BRI ERREEI

T EEBVIER Ao 19'71£FQE105\ v w zh/%ﬁ’d‘kﬂahbfa

'J. B. LAMPERT -~ =~
CRETGEBY 5 VR X. w2 sE Bl IoT. T OB L1euf:ena.ntquene'ra1“, :Un‘ltiedj States Arm

- g 0 B"?&?ﬁlf‘# b m‘f(.&‘éﬂftt %D EFo

... The Honorable Chobyo Yara
- Chief Executive

" Government of the Ryukyu Islando
"-Naha, Okmawa
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NEWS RELEASE

e {\ .. USARYIS INFORMATION OFFICE
AN Tisie . PHONE: 33152 /58197

)L

Wi

B § i}

- ) (i
Famf) o

SP4 Harold K. Hard III

FOR IMMEDTIATE RELEASE Rel. #1119

FORT BUCKNER, Okinawa---Sep 2/ ~--The 267th Chemical
Companz;~2d Logistical Command, will depart Okinawa on
Monday, September 27; following a parade from the Chibana

. " Ammunition Depot bo Hamby Army Air Field where & USARYIS

parade and awards ‘ceremony will be conducted.
it . .
il .

The swards ceremony and parade is scheduled for 3

v

p.m. Monday, and afterwards the motorcade will drive from

the parade field to KaZena Air Base, where the 267th is

,r;/., o

slated to depart for. Johnston Tsland at 5 p,m.

.«(‘ . The ceremony and parade is being conducted in honor
- " . of USARYIS personnel who participsted in Opergtién Red Hat
. * and the trensfer of the 267th Chemical Company, which is

'bgiﬁg reassigned to Johnston Island-in connection with the -
Red Ha}p operation. '

Units participating in the ceremony will include: 2d
Logistical Command; USARYIS Special Troops, 30th Artillery
’Brigadq; Tth PSychological Operations Group and the U.S.
Army Medical. Center,

Receiving Meritorious Service Medals from Lieutenant

~ General James B. Lampert at the ceremony will be: Goionel

Emanue] P. Alford, USARYIS Directorate for Logistics;
‘(more) .
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[FEPU .

S st e s St
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?:". Y

Ao
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202-8-2-0-2

" " B. Jackson 2d Logistical Command Maaor Je LedeedRemlrez'

.

Colonel Clarence McCandlqss, 2d Logistical Command; Major'5' 

T e

Michael L. Goodmén: Headquarters, USARYIS; Major: George °

”
3

2d Logistical Command; Captaln Willlam B, Goforth, 2d
Iogistical Command ; Chief Warrant Officer Louls E, Spitzfaden
2d Loglstlcal Command- -and Sergeant First Class Avin B. W
MeBride, 24 Logistical Command. ‘
Captains Ralph Lewis, Ji., and Jack L. Evans of the
2dWLogistical Comnand will receive Army Commendatlon
Medals, '
General Lampert willlalso award Hicom Certifica£es..
to the 267th Chemical Company ahd the 412th Transportation
Comvany in recognition of their outstandiﬁg éfforts in -
support of Operation Red Hat. <
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