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ThlS Executlve Oro‘r glves the ngh Comm 851oner the Ryukyu Islands, Lt Generd

,‘f‘AlbeIt Watson, II, the rlght to iss _,ch have the effect of law. o

‘fwilThe flylng of flags 1n the Ryukyu\Islands 1s covered by Artlcle 2.2 20 of

‘;;&}‘01v11 Admlnlstratlon Ordlnance lhh, dated 16 March 1955, as subsequently amended,
‘~Th1s artlcle is quoted 1n full below" ] g ‘ L R :
: ‘ff "No'gleg or colors of any natlon othor than that of the United
(S & States may be flown from or. dlsplayed on government bulldlngs or

_'fpremlses,vor dlsplayed at any publlc gatherlngs or proce551ons of any

fﬂ offlclal or pOlltlcal nature, except with the spec¢f1c approval of k

.ﬁ the ng Comm1581oner. The foreg01ng does not prohlblt the dlsplay

: of the flag of any natlon on prlvate houses or. at prlvate gatnerlngs,
: or the dlsplaj of the Japanese flag on government buildings or
“premlses durlng Ryukyuan holldays estab]lshed byllaw and durlng the

‘"flrst three days of a New Year. Any person who v1olates the provx—

'ﬁo51ons of thls sectlon shall, upon connlctlon, be flned not more than
{; $lOO or 1mprlsoned for not 1onger than six months, or both," -
“1‘1. The flag or colors of any natlon other than that of the United »
(Vtates may not be flown from or dlsplayed on government bulldlngs or premises,
or dlsplayed at publlc gatherlngs or proce551ons of any official or political
nature w1thout the approval of the ngh Comm1551oner as stated herein or other-

wise granted.

 for purposes of the ordinance, i




Pk

Tt has besn determin

r'and the publlc at large a 1lcense to remove, desecrate and destroy or take and

kﬁcarry away the' legally dlsplayed flag. Those persons who commlt such acts

sub;ect thems es to pos31ble c1v1l and crlmlnal llabllaty.- Removal of the

flag under the“c1rcumstan0es 1ndlcated and enforcement of the ordlnance are

'*matters w1th1n thejurlsdlctlon of the local pollce.

There are tlmes;other than holldays when the Japanese flag is flown on

(; government bullalngs w1tn the taclt permlss1on of the High Comm1551oner. Thls

was the case . durln':the Olym 1c:Torch Relay program in September 196k, Flags

l that were removed by Amerlcan serv1cemen durlng the flrst three days of January

1965 were flylng 1egally, and 1t was those who removed them who were v1olat1ng
Cthe daw. |
) fZII,k FRIERDSHIP AND PARTN“RSHIP BLTW“EN THE UNlThD sTATuS AND JAPAN

i; ;; The follow1ng statements by,‘resldent Kennedy made orlginallv in March 1962

. clearly 1llum1nate the relatlonshlp between Japan.and the Unlted States over the
Q” Ryukyus.. In commentlng on. the flndlngs of a task force he sent to Ryukyu
gslands to report on, condltlons and to make recpmmendatlons for changes in pollcy,
(the late Pre51dent sald' :
"The report of the task force examlnes in detall the problem of
reconclllng the mllltary 1mperet1ve for contlned United States

admlnlstratlon w1th the de51res of the Ryukyuan people to assert

thelr identlty as Japanese and obtaln the economlc and soclal welfare

R N AT

s

P




F‘Unltedbstates. I in

I5The respectlve mllltar J

; Job by. :

‘".....Av01d1ng, 1nsofar ‘as ‘p'

:whlch brlng serlous frlctlon 1nto Ryukyuan—Amerlcan relatlonshlps and

s‘Japanese~Amer1can relatlonshlps. o1 have tlme for only one example'

i

“, A few da s ago, some 1n01dents 1nvolv1ng alleged tamperlng w1th the

Japanese flag by Amerlcan serv1cemen very nearly becane 2 serlous

} 1rr1tant in the relatlonehips of the Unlted States and Japanese govern~

ments.: ThlS klnd of thlng must be prevented from happenlng, by all

”’(” ‘ means at our dlsposal.

Rgmarks oy: the ngh Comm1$51oner to members of the USCAR WOmen's

Club, lh October 196&. (Excerpts) “From a hlgher vantage p01nt, we would see

. that onevof the prlmary foundations of our country's pollc1es in the Far
East is frlendshlp between the Amerlcan and Japanese people, and the main—
“tenance and enrlchment of the GXlSting partnershlp between the two great
. aatlons. The Ryukyu Islands are a part of the plcture, but they are
i not the entlre canvas. ’

"All Amerlcans statloned in the Ryukyu Islands who w1sh to con-
trlbute to the future welfare of our country--and I belleve thls
1ncludes all Amerlcans——can best do so by enhanclng the ex1st1ng
frlendshlp between the Amerlcan and Japanese people. Friendly relation-
yshlps between the people wlll be reflected in a strengthening of
partnershlp at the governmental level w

6

: Amerlcans durlng the Olymplcho”‘h eremon

these: p01nts' i’

All peoplé of every nation are proud of thelr own flag, and tampering w;th‘af"

= any natlonal symbol LS consldered'an 1nsult by those who revere t. Amerlcans ‘

certalnly feel thls way about Old Glory. The removal of Japanese‘flags by 'ﬁ"’

"Se emb(r;l96h very nearly

1

hollday 1n 1965 agaln was a source of 1rritat10n 1nfthe relatlons between the

two natlons.

It ds essentlal that all of us, for the. good of our: own country, remember

lﬂTHE,RYUKYUS AHE A PART OF THh HOMELAND OF: JAPANI ADMINISTERED BY THE ;i
' U',' UNDER TREATY PROVISIONS' g : : :

 ;:WE ARu HERE TO HELP PROThCT JAPAN “AND OTHER FREE’ NATIONS ™ ASIA AGAINST
‘f'COMMUNIST AGGRESSIONS AND N SO DOING To BETTbR DEFEND THE UNITED STATES‘

‘THE JAPANESE FLAG MAY FLY ON PRIVATE PROPERTY AT ANY TIME"

THE JAPANESE FLAG MAY LEGALLY FLY ON GOVERNMLNT BUILDINGS OR PREMISLS ON

. ANY RYUKYUAN HOLIDAY, OR AT ANY OTHLR TIME WITH THE, APPROVAL OF THE
";HIGH COMMISSIONhR' R 5 N v

‘SYOU' ‘DO NOT HAVB THE RIGHT TO REMDVE THE JAPANEuE FLAG FRON ANY'LOCATION, ;
JWWHHE,ATAM!TDEI . ST

'WHEN YOU TAMPLR WITH THE FLAG OF JAPAN YOU WILL BL ASCUSED OF INSULTING
,AN’ALLY OF THE UNITLD STATES! SO : :

‘FWHEN YOU MOLEST THE FLAG OF JAPAV ‘ QANY WAY YOU MAY CAUS VSERIOUS TROUBEE
J»BETWEEN YOUR COUVTRY AND “ITS MObT IMPORTAUT ALLY IN THE FAR'bAST' :
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