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2.

30

On January 1 & young airman removed a Japanese flag from a private

property in Ginowan-shi. The flag with a new flagstaff was returned
by the airman who together with his commanding officer apologized

to the person victimized for his impulsive act.

A young soldier who involved in a flag incident in the same town
was apprehended and reguired by his commasnder to apologize and

make restitution for his indiscretion. The soldier visited the
Ryukyuan from whom the flag was taken to apologize and pay 5 dollars
in restitutions This soldier did not have any melicious intent but
took the flag as a souvenir,

The information officer, USARYIS, also visited the Ryukyuwan referred
to in Wo. 2, above, to advise him in advance of the information
being released to the press and to express his regret for the unfor-

tunate incident,
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f PRECAUTION IN VIEW OF FRIDAV'S “ADULT DAY" CELEBRATION; A LEGAL

{

b
. N s
o
APRZ08 !
JAPANESE FLAG 5
NAUA, OKINAWA, JANe 15 (AP)=U.S. HIGH COMMISSIONER LIEUT. GEN. P
ALBERT WATSON 1T THURSDAY ISSUED A WARNING TO UNITED STATES SERVICE- I

MEN AND THEIR DEPENDANTS ABOUT TAMPERING WITH JAPANESE "RISING SUN" FLAGS
AUTHORIZED TO BE FLOUN ON THIS UNITED STATES ADMINISTERED ILSNA now
LEGAL RYUKYUAN HOLIDAYS. | ‘_f

UATSON'S MEASURE WAS INTERPRETED BY RYUKYUAN PRESS OBSERVERS AS A

HOLIDAYe SOME JAPANEST FLAGS WERE FLOUN FROM PRIVATE HOMES, SCHOOLS

AND GOVERMMENT OFFICES BUT NO INCIDENTS WERE REPORTED

EARLIER THIS MONTIl, RYUKYUAN LEGISLATORS HAD PASSED A RESOLUTION
PROTESTING AN INCIDENT OW MEW YEAR'S DAY WHEN SEVERAL KADINA AIRBASE
ENLISTED MEN SWATCHED A FLAG FROM A PRIVATE HOME. A SIMILAR FUROR

ERUPTED LAST SEPTEMBER WHEN SOME FLAGS FLYING IN KOZA WERE TAKEN FOR

SOUVENTR WHILE DISPLAYED TO GREET THE OLYMPIC TORCH'S ARRIVAL OM ;

OKINAWA ' !
THE INCIDENTS SPARKED A BRIEF CONTROVERSY IN JAPAM. FOLLOWING THE :

MEW VEAR'S INCIDENT AIR FORCE AUTHORITIES RENDERED APOLOGIES AND

RETURNED THE FLAG. THEY SAID THE INCIDENT HAD BEEN A PRANK WITH NO

POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. ’
GRUBNICK 2210HO
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