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SECRET

SUBJECT: “ealignment of Defense Facilities of US

Forces on Okinawa
A. Naha Air Base -~ We will phase out all USAF aircraft
from Naha Air Base by end FY 71. USAF will continue to
maintain minimum flight line capapllity to support Mavy
and commercial operations. Naval alr facility will
remain at Naha. ;égilgwigg,reversion, it 1s planned that
the GOJ will assume operating responsibllity fdr tHe
airfield with continned,UB use by naval aircraft and

provision forﬁgxpanded use.

L R RO TP W

B. Kadena Alr Base ~- Some aircraft will be relocated
from Yokota Air Base, ’'apan.

C. Onna Point -- The Alr Force Security Service site
at Onna Point will be closed by end FY T71.

D. Haval Air Facllity, liaha -~ The Tleet Activisies
located at this installation will be consolidated

with the Naval Alr Faeility.

E. Reallgnment of mission of lavy Security‘Activities
at Sobe, resulting in a decrease of personnel emploved
at that facility.

7. TReduction of scope of operations at the ilarine
Corps base and at Marine Corps Air Station at Futenma,
resulting in a decrease of personnel emploved at those

facilities.
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SECRET 2

G. Concomitant with reductions described above,
there will be a release of a total of 1,064 acres of
land now retained for use by the Marine Corps, ‘amp
Butler and a release of .450 acres comprising the

Motobu Auxiliary Airfield.

SECRET
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MEMORANDUM December 23, 1970

SUBJECT: Analysis of U.S. Military Properties on

Okinawa to be Released during U.S. FY-1971
as announced by the United St8tes Government
on December 21, :970

52§§> Awase Storage Area - <2 acres (}9 52 ¢°

Higashionna Ammunifion utora?e Annex - 250 acres Qi i)

Haurel - 20 acres C) 175 5P 772 €=
Camp Hansenl - 162 acres (?E) )
AR R

Camp Hansen Training Areal - 180 acres@7‘)
Camn Schwab Training Areal - 220 acres QE;;) ooL
Camp CourtneyZ - 100 acres Qﬁ? €7/ wo

e~

liotobu Auxiliarv Airfield - L50 acres <?69;f kfv:{f

e

e e s

1

Includes perinheral areas subjected/encroachments
or being farmed by permit.

Northern Section



MEMORANDUM December 23, 1970

SUBJECT: Analysis of U.S Military Properties on
Okinawa to be R:leased during U.S. FY-1971

as announced by the United States Government
on December 21, 1970

1. Awase Storage Area - 32 acres
. Higashionna Ammunition 3torage Annex - 250 acres

Haugel - 20 acres

Camp Hansenl - 162 acre

2
3
i
5. Camp Hansen Training apal - 180 acres
6. Camp Schwab Training Ar:@ - 320 acres
7. Camp CourtneyZ - 100 ac”eS

8

. Motobu Auxiliary Airfield - 450 acres

7o
1 Includes peripheral areas subjJected/encroachments
or being farmed by permit.

2 Northern Section
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PRESS RELEASE R
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BY THE UNITED STATES HIGH COMMISSIONER

", USINFORMATION SERVICE
2. PRESS AND PUBLICATIONS BRANCH

IN THE RYUKYU ISLANDS

December 21, 1970

The High Commissioner today announced a number of base reductions and
~yrce re&lignments affecting U.S. Forces on Okinawa. These actions are being
¥’taken in order to achieve maximum operational effectiveness within budgetary
{<;_1imitations, and are consistent with the Nixon Doctrine. They were reached
%if'fonly after extensive study, involving all U.S. Forces elements and careful

"35 consideration of the security situation in the Far East, including the increased

= %rg expected to begin in the near future and, for the most part, be compieted by
‘June 30, 1971,

Altogether the realignment-and reduction actions will affect about 5,000

U.S. military and U.S. civilian personnel: These actions will also result in

;;employees. In conjunction with these actions, a number of parcels of military

KIS 1H LR

AMERICAN EMBASSY-TOKYO

71 defense capabilities of Far Eastern allies of the U.S. Realignments and reductions

. reductions in employment by U.S. Forces-on Okinawa of approximately 2,800 Okinawan

-2 -

Japan, will inactivate and its assets will be transferred to Kadena Air Base,
Okinawa, under the 18th Tactical Fighter Wing. A major reduction in U.S. Air
Force operations will occur at Naha Air Base where the 5Ist Fighter Interceptor
Wing, with one squadron of F-102 aircraft, and the 374th Tactical Airlift Wing,
with three squadrons of C-130 aircraft, will be inactivated. It was further
announced that by June 30, 1971, U.S. Air Force operations at Onna Point will

» phased down. It was emphasized that while budgetary considerations had an
important bearing, the announced changes were necessary to streamline the Air
rorce operations to the maximum extent possible, and provide for the best
utilization of existinc resources without seriously affecting the capability
of the United States to honor security commitments. The reduction in Air Force
operations at Naha Air Base and Onna Point will cause the move of approximately
4,000 military and U.S. civilian personnel and their families, most of whom will
return to the United States. Changes in the Air Force structure on Okinawa will
-150 require a reduction in the Okinawan workforce. Bv March 5, 1971, 500
appropriated fund and 150 nonappropriated fund employees at Kadena and Naha
Air Bases will be released. An additional 450 appropriated and approximately
250 nonappropriated fund personnel at Kadena and Naha Air Bases will also be
released by May 15, 1971. Appropriated fund employees represent a variety of
skills employed in functional areas across the board, while the nonappropriated
fund employees are engaged as waitresses, mess attendants, and in a variety of
other capacities. It was also announced that the work week of approximately
1,200 local national appropriated fund empioyees will be reduced from 48 hours

to 40 or 44 hours per week, depending on mission requirements in their work areas.

(more)
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The work week reduction will become effective January 1971.

U.S. Army: The Joint Sobe Processing Center will be realigned by June 30, 1971.

This action will reduce approximately 500 U.S. civilian and military positions in
Okinawa. In addition, approximately 100 appropriated fund and 70 nonappropriated
fund Okinawan employees will be separated not later than April 1, 1971. This
RIF of Okinawan employees is the result of managerial adjustments due to changing
workload requirements. Further, workweek hour adjustments will be made at Camp
¢/ en, USARYIS (U.S.Army Ryukyu Islands) Headquarters and possibly at other
U,S; Army elements beginning January 1971.

U.S. Navy: The Navy contemplates no change in the scope of operations at
Naha Air Base for the foreseeable future. FY 71 funding constraints have
dictated the necessity for releasing approximately 115 Okinawan emptoyees by
June 30, 1971 from the Naval Port Facility at White Beach and the Naval Air
Facility, Naha.

U.S. Marine Corps: Marine Corps activities on Okinawa will redace-its Okinawan

w0rkvforce by approximately 1,200. The majority of these employees will be
se~arated prior to 30 June 1971. Also approximately 1;000 acres of-land on
lease hold to the U.S. Marine Corps in central and northern Okinawa will be
returned. This land consists of several parcels ranging in size from 20 acres
to over 300 acres. Primarily, the land being released is that which is on the
periphery of Marine Corps camps or training areas, and which can be released
without materially effecting training or support of Marine Forces on Okinawa.
ORE: (Okinawa Regional Exchange) Approximately 130 Okinawa employees will

be separated from ORE on or before June 30, 1971.

(more)
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The United States greatly regrets the loss of loyal and valued employees,
whose devoted service has been so helpful in meeting mission requirements and
carrying out U.S. responsibilities in the area.

As in the past the U.S. Forces will strive to place affected employees in
other 3;55. It appears that many separated persons can be absorbed within the
Weiy. The HICOM Reemployment Coordinator will work closely with the affected
\emp?oyees, the U.S. Forces and the Government of the Ryukyu Islands.

Employees affected by the reduction-in-force will receive severance pay,
bonuses, accrued leave, and GRI (Government Ryukyu Islands) unemployment

benefits according to their eligibility.



