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. -singer for the progress I feel you have made in dlsenga
g troops from Vietnam.

~_ing the number. The troop ceiling was 5
" .responsibility and we will have brou
which is 4 substantial reduction.

" the’ President’s October P
‘as termlnatlon of ourj

phnned that reversion W111 take place next year."

"Ja an?

’ J apan, which treaty was ratifie
‘seht back to the Senate for approval or disapproval?

*yill_con contmue«to..r(gulr,e e indei the t

= Asia ar 1ncre'1s1ng thelr forces

270

I have been gomg all over the State of Virginia commendlng Pl‘%b
dent Nixon and Secretary Laird and Secretary Rogers an

rogress Instead of
it area, we are decreas-
7500 when e took over this
it, donn by May 1 to 284, 000,

Secretary Lamp. I think we have :made goo
continuing increases in'American troops in

~'A’s for my refereiice to.the iy Gtiations route, ho“ ever, I believe that,
foposal does offer the fastest rotite-as. far
wolvement is concerned. But the other side does
ed in peace in that area; and some of the indica-
relections are over in South Vietnam.

they are standmg very firm and are not Wlllln to negotiate

ectlons.

o] oRINAWA

Senator BY‘RD Ma I ask miral Moorer or Secretnry Lalrd elther
‘one for that matter,’ what changes does this budget envision msofar as
Okinaya is concerned ¢

- Admiral MoorEr. As you know, e are currently having dlscussmns
Wlth the Japanese.as to the detalls of the reversmn of O 'mawa C

7 [ Del etedll :

* Senator Byrp, Wlnt is the status of the negotlatmns ¢

Collogiy deleted. ) :
enator’ BYRD Do you know the tlmetable 1nsofar as revers10n is

: ‘concerned 2

Secretary LAIRD Yes ‘the. tlmetable has been esta,bl' hed and 1t is

Senator Byro. O nawa ]S contmued by the treety of peace w1th

ccretary l’mnm Yes, sir. . ’
> Senator Byto. So I assume ‘s qng change in the treaty of peace w1th
by the Senate, any change will be

‘Secretary Latro. Yes, the President-has.decided that the Qkinawa

e Reversgon Agreement \wllT)e submltted to the Senate for 1ts advme and
| eonsen

‘As far as the bases are concerned,A e ,wlll retain those which we
ms«ofathe~Umted1Sta.tesr ap:
rit;

1ty
ill keep the bases we need. The

I‘reaty of Mutual:Cooperation and.¢
enator Byro. I understand tha

- Japanese want us to guarantee their security and in obtfunlng the Te-
. version of Okinawa they. want the bases to stay there.” ©
becret:uy LAIRD Th‘ t is corlect That is the essence Of the mutual

securlty treaty. - :
' Serator” BYmo. Mr. Secretary you mentmned alhes in Southeast
éould you supply for the recoxd which

will not be mterested in serious neo'otlatlons at least L ey
sure that there will be progress after th‘lt but it, looks as
y substantlve lssues—lt looks as though they are d a.ymg for the '

e

eyl

"":. ity of equ ment

\ thmk CVAN-70 should be constructed.

concerned than any other ship."

i 3 .o

B .alhes are mvolved and to what extent the forces have been 1ncreased?‘

Secretary Latkp. Yes,sir; I will. .
(The 1nformat10n follows )

EAST 'ABIA MILITARY MANPOWER *

The number a.nd quallty of the forces of other frlendly countries in East Asta ¢

dre xmportunt factors in our force posture in that area of the world. For exam-

.. ple, we are:modernizing the Korean forces while reducing our authorized force .. )

_level'by 20,000;-we have provided mxhtary assistance to the Cambodian govern- - -
ment as it has mcreased its forces from some 40, 000 to over 200,000 :in"order to
1 Re

rnimng has slgniﬁcantly lmproved "

GVAN CONSTRUOTION

Senator BYRD Thank you B 0
'You mentioned I believe in your comments t]ns momm«

Secretary Lo, Yes, sir; it should be constructed S

Senator BYRD But there isno recommendatlon for t t 1n the cur-
rent budget? " Yo o

Secretary LAIRD There ‘is a statement that an ddltlonal carrier -

" will be neéded for. the 1980’s and beyond. The opfy problem that we

‘are confronted w1th Is Whether or not we sho d fund the leadtlme
items in fiscal 1972, 5 :
‘Senator Byro. There are no leadtlmes. w o
Secretary. Lairo. The funds are not in uded now beca.use we ha.ve
included funds for support ships. We fott at the time this budfet wag -
put together that they Eave a hwher 1or1ty as far : as Shlpbul dmg is

Now should it turn out that fupds are requlred so that the produc—

_:tion line on the nuclear propulsjén components can be maintained—

and T refer to.this in my stateffient-—we will come to this' committee

; with a budget amendment or/a repro«rmmmg, dependlng upon when .
“sucha declsmn might be ar:

edat. .
e roblem we have is that work on CVAN-
ped, and there is about a 12 month’ delay in
We must 'study. this from a ‘standpoint of

'As you know, Sen‘ttor,
68 and. CVAN-69 has s
their. construction. N

- whether or not it ig necessalc'y ‘to put some mon)?' into the program

during fiscal year £972 in or

er to keep that production line open on-
the nuclear. pro;

sion components: This must be studied: ‘on tlie basis
that we have had in:the other two carri ‘rs, and we
Mard with that at the present time:
¥yrp. The point I'am attemptm«r to get clear 1n my mmd,
there arefio long leadtime items in the present %udvet as submitted ¢
" Secréfiry Lairn. That is correct. 'As T testified earher this morning, .
indluded the oiler and ‘the. other support ships in the: budget as
rpriority itenis.'I'made clear in my statement that at the time

. thd5 budget was put together we' were not sure- that we w ould be faced
. w1th tha.t productlon lme declswn ; X ;

50-877 0—7i—pt. 118




- :Secretary Latrp. I think the threat is about the

+ ateas that were occupied.last May. ang
" namese forees, o v S
%7 In this area. there are three Nor
.- have suffered some significant casyfal 3
.. Nevertheless, there have been sdme North: Vietnamese deployed in_
~.-- other.areas in’ Cambodia; for ifstance; over on. the western 'side. on
i the road that leads from:Phng
«; southern part which is along
“+Penh down to -old :Sihanoul

- sundry: types of harass
¢ 50 the Secretary is qui

.cess; of 3,000, the totdl ! .
- . However . we feelAhay are having supply. difficulties and have not
-+ succeeded so far iy )

“'get through the H

. ‘aéeess to the

i e

IMPROVEMENT IN CAMBODIAN SITUATION o

Senator TrHURMOND. Mr. Secrétnry, with all of the ajftention on’
" Laos it seems the situation in Cambodia called the: thyeat to that
if so, to what -

country is less today than it was 2 months ago, and
extent?i ! : i : L

about 2 months ago. The only difference is that the Yorth Vietnamese
are having a-more difficult timein getting their supflies and .infiltrat-

‘as far as the threat

" Vietnamese forces are probably in‘a worse logitic
- T'would liké the Chairman to ‘comment on/that.

Stic 'p“osi\t:‘ipn. e

_Admiral Moorsr, ' You know, Senatoy Thurmond,

scale ‘'operation, about 17,000 troops inyblved, around what is called
e Mekq?‘% River and the base.:

the Chup Plantation which is between

June by U.S. anid South Viet-

) ‘!‘Viet,hﬁm‘e‘s‘e divisions and -they
ties during the last 3 or 4 weeks.

Penh to Thailand, and down in the
‘Highway 4 which leads' from" Phnom
illé: which is riow ncalled-‘Komf:ong Som
Cambodians bring up'their fuel from the

-and it is the road where t}

»port up-to-the city 'of Pnom Penh.. There have been various . and
tnts. and ambushes and  things of that kind, -

¢ right in'saying numberwise, with the excep-
cred by these three divisions, which is in ex-
number in thé ares is about the.same. . .

tion of the attrition syl

obtaining the replenishment that they normally
o Chi Minh Trail at this time of year and’ their
difficulties have/been.increased by ‘the fact that. they. do not have
't from Cambodia.’ (= 000 T e
“ Sécretary TAmmp.. I think the: Cambodian military - assistance pro-

and. we have now had 3 months for the total program

;- +grain has mofed along very well, Senator Thurmond. It was approved
.n Decenibg

“#ito bein operation and the force structure of the Cambodian armed
1., forces hagmoved forward quite adequately. i
o+ 1 think it is important to bear.in mind that they have gone from
v some.
© probg

40,000 to over 200,000.in & period of less than a, year. This is
bly ‘the fastest growing military force that I can recall. - .
-understand ‘that they have another 200,000 ‘volunteers 'that

kwé‘ e willing to'join up with' their military forces [deleted].
/senator THURMOND, Thank you. i " 0 o0 Tt

o | 'STRATEGIC IMPORTANCE OF OKINAW—A*;
Y

Admiral Moorer, for 2 years now the Nixon doctrme of baﬁtﬁeréhip

‘ has been a part of the U.S. policy. ‘ :

" Now, I want to ask you'a question, I you feel that involves a
pqlitica] answer. you }\md'bej‘;’te:‘ let the'Secretary answer because we

fome as it was

into_ Cambodig because ‘of the operations: that have-

onicerned, the threat. is abott the same ‘efcept that the North .

A ‘we haﬁe«;a
“-situation where the South Vietnamese: arg conducting a rather large .

do not want. to embarrass you. But maybe you could answer from s
purely military standpoint. B :
_Admiral Moorgr. Yes, sir. S ,

Senator TrURMOND. Do you feel the United States can effectively
supply and support our allies in Southeast Asia in the next 5 years if -
we surrender control'of Okinawa? 0" o I ]

., Admiral MooREr. Yes, sir, as long as we have access to the bases.
- As'T said this morning we intend to base the Marines [deleted] in
. Okinawa' as well as' the Air. Force units in Kadena. And funder. the
. .terms of the reversion I ‘think I wvould ‘answer your question ‘“‘yes.”
o /Senator Trurmonn. Has the Defense Department made any . con-
: tipgeri(;,}r}rplans to establish another supply base in' that part of. the:
- world if we'losé Okinawa as an operating station?- Ge
~ Admiral Moorer. I do not think the studies we have made could' .
be classified as .contingency.: plans, ‘Senator, but'of course ‘we have.
looked at'alternatives [deleted]., = =7 ! e R R W O

Senator THURMOND.' Maybe. this Wwould be more suitablé for Sec-

retary Taird, i ) P e WO be more sultable for S

COST OF HELICOPTER LOSSES IN LAOS :

- A great deal is being said about the helicopter losses’in Laos: ‘

- What is the cost of the helicopters being lost therd and could the
” Cheyenne or any dirborne craft survive in this type/of environment?
. Secretary Liatrp. I think.I would let the chairsfan answer.
- - Admiral Moorer. I will be happy to get yoy/fhe exact costs. I am
( talking in terms of the numbers, 'ge‘n'ator, cause I have watched

this very closely.:" @ " e T : s

helos lost in Laos. . - T
‘ Hose that were totally lost.’T am™ "~ -
not’ counting- the ‘ones that have beén recovered and restored to'use.: |, .
For instance; if they get fired Upgh and they get.a “red light” on the =" -
-, instrument panel they'land right then: and.: there. Sometimes' they:fly -
. out and on occasion they hay® to'be lifted ‘out by these so-called bi
. crane helos. = R SO e !
- Now, the.percentage i
i from combat ¢auses or
; : operation I think is

- As you know, this operation’ comme
..and since that time we have had about &3
" Now, when'Isay 531ost, I mean’

d on {th_e 8th' of Februa’fy

Smewhere around 62 perce
» 62 percent of them are

~ " of the helos that crg
-+ to the depot and rghairéd and used agaifi, %
- Senator THURMOND: Almost two-thirds? .~ i T -
“* Admiral MogRer: Yes, sir. And.§o in order to put: this in perspec-
.. tive Thad my #taff break out the losses in Indochina in previois times;

("or instance//during’ the Cambodisn operation’ last May and June,".

irin; o/Tet operation in "1968,"and: during ‘a corres vonding - time .
L iniS /ietnam-last year, namely, from' the 8th of-Fe ruary to'the - )
- eurrent/time, and the overall: helo;losseés  during ‘those ‘comparative - -
riogé are in ‘some cases higher than: the ones: '
durifg: this particular period: In ‘other v

the/loss of ‘a single helo; I dc
life in" view of  the opposition
een operating, 0 e e e
/" Secretary Latrp. T can give you ¢ cost figures, Senator Thurmond.
i The :Cobra, helicopter costs about :$465,000. That is. the ' AH-1,
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