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. The Summarv of Remarks
bv Mr, . Tsukahara ;. Director-General of
the Prime Minister's Office
at the Talk with Lt. General Unger,
- Hi h Comm1351oner of ‘the Ryukyu Islands

h August 1967

l. I should like to express’my 31ncere thanks and apprec1ation
for the warm welcome extended to me by High Commissioner on the
oceasion of my V1sit to the Ryukyu Islands.

Since my appOintment as director-general of the Prime Minister's
Office, I have W1shed to come over here as soon as possible, but
the general electlon and opening of the Diet session have prevented
me from realiaing it for nearly eight months. It is a great pleasure
for me to'be here nowﬁrealizing my wish to.see the actual situation
of Okinawa and .to oersonally exchange views with High Commissioner,

offiCials and people of Okinawa.

2. As you know, Special Committees on Okinawa Problems were established -

in both Houses while the special session of the Diet was convened for
about SlX months this year, where earnest debate on all the problems

in relation to Okinawa was carried on throughout the session. At the
,Plosing of this sesslon, the resolutions, which were handed to you
through the director of Spec1a1 Areas Liaison Bureau, passed the
thefSpe01al Commlttees-of bothtHouses. In these resolutions,:strong.
concern was shown by the whole Japanese nation with such problems as
the removal of gaps exlsting between Okinawa and mainland Japan in: th
f1elds of education, social welfare, industries, and economy, expansion
of autonomy of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands, and SlmpllflCatlon:

- of procedure for travel between Okinawa and mainland Japan, as well as

the restoration to Japan of administrative control over Okinawa which

s

is a long-cheriShed wish of the whole dapanese nation; Espec1ally an
earnest w1sh for raising the 1eve1 of well-being and welfare of" Okinawan
people up to that in mainland Japan is clearly 1ndicated

" I hope that High Comm1s51oner, wlth the highest respon51b111ty N
in admlnistrative control over Okinawa, w1ll give even more con51deration
to thése resolutions. o » ‘ j » el
3. The problem of restoration to Japan of administrative control over
Okinawa is the problem how to make out from mutual reliance and coopera-
tion between the United States and Japan, such new measures as to f]ll

the two sorts of apparently antinomlc demands by adJusting the necess1ty

of continual presence of US military bases in Okinawa which have. been

© playing an important part in maintaining peace and security in the Far

IFast with growing wishes of the whole Japanese nation to restore to
Japan the administrative control over one million Okinawan people.

This needs the political judgement of high level and, properly speaking,
a diplomatic problem of top level authorities of the United States
and'Japan. I should like to express my expectation to theﬁresult of
the talks to be held by President Johnson and Prime MinisterLStato on
the occasion of the latter's visit to the United States this fall,
where I believe considerable advance_will be achieved. ‘Furtheremore,

I should like to add that a deliberation committee for Okinawa problems
was established by the.Cabinet‘in order to debate on these problems.

Lk, Therefore, what I am concerned with now in relation to present
Okinawan issues 1s to remove gaps between Okinawa and mainland Japan
in the fields of well-being and welfare, 1ndustr1es and economy, and

to promote the sense of identity between them aiming at minim121ng

difficulties which we will have to face w1th at the time of restoration




to Japan'of administrativchontrol over Okinawa. The concrete,detail'
of and means for ach1eV1ng such sense of 1dent1ty is at present studled
between the Prime Mlnlster s Offlce and the Mlnlstry of Forelgn

Affalrs._ Espec1ally, excludlng these flelds Whlch contaln 2 part of

j,Central Government adm1n1strat1ve affalrs executed by the GRI, I llke‘

: Gto propose that the admlnlstratlve and flnanc1al system 1n varlous
“rhfflelds be establlshed whlch come closely approach to the system carrled
: by the prefectures in malnlandiJapan. Thls also applles to the system
:ivof Shl-Cho-Son. ) : . o

: In'the 1ndustr1a1 and economlc phase, Oklnauan economy, from the

v1ewp01ntyof forelgn recelpts and payments, obv1ous1y has a close and
~,1nd1v131ble relation with the Japan's economy. Erom an angle of
providing for future restoration of administrative'control over Okinawa
’,Eta Japan,’I hope'that the future program for Okinawan economy as a link
Tof Japan's economy should be formed jointly by the US, Japan and
:_Oklnawa. ' : -
Fortunately, it is learned that the Okinawa Economy Promotion
‘Conference whlch consists of member of Japan- Okinawa economic .circles
has a plan to organize Okinawa Economy Comprehen51ve Study Institution
in Oklnawa to review a long-range program for ‘Okinawan industry and
economy.» It is very fuseful to give assistance to this through mutual
‘cooperatlon between the US and Japan. In addition to this, member of
myfstaff in Prime Ministerlsyoffice made a plot which is to be an
hessential feature of future economiciplan for Okinawa. T wish you to
'fé%iéﬁ it. This, however, is.not a definite plan‘decided'by the
;Government but also prov1ded by Prlme Mlnlster s Offlce at present.
In order to promote a sense of 1dent1ty between Okinawa and Japan,

a close 11a1son and cooperatlon may be requlred by both countrles in

‘5. With regard to the economlc ass1stancefto Oklnawa from the Japanese

A
¥y

v

Japanese Government.

i
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future. Therefore,'it'isicolncldentlyznecessary to broaden-the funbtions
of Nampo Liaison Office at Wama.

I wish that your understandlng and cooperatlon be rendred to us on
these problems such as the ways to promote a sense of 1dent1ty between

Oklnawa and Japan, the view to nrogect future economic vision in Oklnawa,

strengthenlng llalson functlons of Nampo Llalson Offlce, etc,

Government for FY 1969, 1t As learned that a concrete consultatlon
between the US and Japan w1ll be conducted 1n near future. As stated
1n a proposed resolutlon of the Spec1a1 Commlttee for Okinawa Issues,
the House of Councilors, I w1sh that the Japanese Government's oplnlon
be much con31dered and reflected on an offlce level consultatlon prlorto
the economic assistance to Oklnawa by the Government W1ll come to a

decision. Along with the increase in. the aSS1stance by the Government

I hope that the ceiling of the amount prov1ded in the Price Act be raised
soon.
High Commissioner's understanding and cooperation be rendered on

the following points in relation to the economic assistance by the

Among the estimated projects in the assistance by the Japanese
Government for FY 1969, I like to extend my best for construction of Aja
port after careful review in the light of limited Naha port at present.
As for the establishment of school of health sciences in the University
of the Ryukyus which is an opinion of Dr.:Takemi who is the President of

Deliberation Committee for Establishment of Medical School of the

Unlver31ty of the Ryukyus, my adv1sory body, I llke to take this into
the a551stance from Japan for FY 1969. - In the phase of agrlculture, I

like to place a stress on the promotlon of 11vestock 1ndustry. Further,

I i LR




in the phase of medical service, it is learned that a number of ﬁénsen's
disease patient is not on the decrease in Okinawa. Therefore, I 1ike

to promote a measurement of treatment for it in the next Japanéée
assistance for FY 1969. | |

6. In conclusion, important and difficult matters are involved inn ’ ,,’%
Okinawa issues for High Commissioner and for myself. It can bé éé;d

that Okinawa, therefore, is the standpoint to meésure the real value

of cooperation between the US and Japan. Through exéhange of mutﬁél

and frank opinion, I really hope that you would extend your qtmost effort
for settlement of these problems based on our mutual confidence and

close cooperation.

Thank you very much.




