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© CONFIDENTIAL

August 29, 1955

lTHE HYUKYU'AND BONIN'istANDS

”ivl; A problem of magor importance is that of the- restoratlon to Japan of

"‘*he Fyukyas and Ronlns and such other 1slands as are mentloned in Artlcle

“ﬁf T of the Peace Treaty. It is the ardent hope of the entire Japanese
~ﬁpeoole that: the United States will. restore these islands to Japanese ad-
f xnlnlstratlon at an early date. This is a subject on which national feel~

”'ingiis &e;& strong.

| Tt need hardly be added that the restoration of these islands to
Japanese administration would not only satisfy the long cherished desire
of the inhabitants of these islands,‘but would also contribute to Japanese
economy, especially in the field of fisheries.

The confirmation by the American Government that it is in accord with
the view th;t the Japanese Government retains residual sovereignty over
the above-menticned islands and that the inhabitants thereof are Japanese
natfonals is earnestly solicited. This would remove misgivings ‘held by
the Japanese people and prevent undesirable agitation on this matter by
leftist elements. Tt is recalled that Mr. John Foster Dulles in the capa-
city of the Delegate of the 'nited States to the Peace Conference at Can
Francisco stated on September 5, 1951 that Japan retains residual sovereignty

over the Ryukyu Islands.,

2, With regard in particular to the Ryukyu Islands, it is hoped that the
United States authorities will give full consideratior to the interests

and the welfare of the population of the islands. The Japanese Government

believes that, if the acquisition of land necessary for military purposes
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“the parties affected, a more favourable atmosphere Wlll be created not

only in the” 1slands but also in the mainland of Japan.

3. With regard to the ‘Bonin Islands where m111tary 1nstallations are.
‘few, the return of admlnlstratlve rights 1s very strongly hoped for and

will prove an effective gesture of good will on the part of the United

States, If as an immedlate 1n1tial step,‘measures could be taken to allow _‘:

’the former inhabitants of these islands to return to thelr origlnal homes,“f

a great stride forward would nevertheless be made in improv1ng Japanese-
American relations., These islanders are undergoing extreme hardship, being
obllged to make their livelihood away from their home 1slands. For thelr
relief the Japanese Government, together with the Municipality of Tokyo,
paid some 37 million yen in Japanese fiscal year 1954, 1In Japanese fiscal
year 1955, the Japanese Government will, in order to comply with a Diet

Resolution, by itself make disbursements to the extent of 100 million yen

for the relief of these people. ITn this connection we hope that the United

States Government will give their svmpathetic consideration to the claims
which have been presented with regard to the losses sustained by*the is~-

landers through not having been permitted to return to the islands.




