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the United States policies and programs in force , ere.

I have today signed Executive Order Blank, amending Executive’
Order 10713 dated June 5, 1957 providing for the administratiohnof )
the Ryukyu Islands. The amendments to the Executlve Order, as uell

as a mmber of other measures set forth below are the result of

recommendatlons of the interdepartmental task“force app01nted La

year to 1nvestigate current conditlons in the:Ryukyu;Islands and

The work of the task force underlines the importance the g
United States attaches to its milltary bades in the Ryukyu Islands;fyf

The armed strength deployed at these bases is of the greatest

importance in maintaining our deterrent power in the face qf,
threats to the poace in the Fat Easts Our bases in the Ryukyu

Islands help us assute our allieg in the great are from Japen

"through Southeast Asia not only of our willingneds tut also of

our ability to come to their assistance in case of neqdo- ‘

The report of the task force examinesvin defail ﬁhﬁ problem
of reconciling the military imperative’for continﬁed United States
adninistration with the desires of the Ryukyuan people to assert
their identity as Japanese and obtain ﬁhe economic and social
welfare benefits available in Japan, and to have a grééter voice

in the management of their own affairs. The feporﬁ has also

congidered
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con31dered in the same context the desire of the Jepanese people
to malntaln close contact with their countrymen in the Ryukyus.

I recognize the Ryukyus to be a part of the Japanese homeland
and look forward to the day when the security interests of the Free
WOrld will penmlt their restoration to full Japanese sovereignty.

In the meanthme we face a situation which must be met in a spirit
of - forebearance and mutual understanding by a1l concerned. I have
directed that a mumber of specific actions be taken to give expression
to this sprit by the United States, to di scharge more effectively
our respon31billt1es toward the people of the Ryukyus, and touinimize
the stresses. that w1ll accompany the anticipated eventual restoratioh
of the Ryukyu Islands to Japanese administration; These actions
consist of
1. Asking the Congress to emend the Price Act (PL 86-629)
to remove the present $6 million ceiling on assistance to the
- Ryukyu Islands. |
2+ Preparing for sulmission to the Congress plans for the
support of new programs in the Ryukyus to raise the levels of
compensation for Ryukyuan employees of the U,S, forces and the

Goverment of the Ryukyu Islands and the levels of public health,

educational and welfare services so that over a period of years

they reach those obtaining in comparable areas in Japan,

— 13 — ' 3s

; 3. Preparina proposals for the CongTGSS {o orovide over o
Iuture yeers a stady increese in loan funds available for the T

develomxe1 of *he Ryukyuan economy

providing assistance u promote the uelfare and well—being of
the inha)ldants of the Ryukyu Islande and their €conomic A

developrent, as dlscussed betueen Prime hinieter Ikeda and

myself during his visit to Washington laSu yeer.‘

5. Carrying on a continuous revlew of governnental s
functions in the Pyukyu Islands to determine uherkand under ‘%atilﬁ
circumsuances additional functione that need not be reserved ‘to
the United States as administerlng authority can bs delegated
the Gover: ent of the Ryulgni. Islands. R

6, Cerrying on a continuous reviews of such controls as: “?
ray be tnought to limlt unnecesearily the privaue freedoms of
inhabita: ts of the Ryu yu Islanﬂs with a view Lo eliminating
all controls vhich are not eesentlal to. the maintenance of ‘the
securilty ol the Unlted States nllitary inotallations in the
Ryulyue cr of the 1slandu themeelvee. &

The arendients to Executive Order 10713 are de51gned to

accomplish the follouinﬁ purposes'

e

e -,14 -
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J.. Provide for nomination of the Chief Executive of the .
Governmem of the Ryuyu Islands by the legislature,
2. Restate the veto pouer of u‘ie High Commissioner to

emphsize ius restricted purposes.

-

3, .Leng'trhen the term of the legislature from two to
three years, 7 ‘

4 Pernit the legislature to alter the mumber and
boundarise of election districts,

5, Provice that the oivil administrator shall be a
civiliang

6, lale certain technicql changes in the provisions for

criminal jurisdiction over certain Americans in the Ryukyus,
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Statement by Secretary~General of
the Cabinet regarding the Announcement
ABERFHC RN N e BHBEG. EXBE ,’ of the U,S, PresidentonOkinawanProblem

’%&b<’ofﬁﬁén7&f’cﬁ§mf&’cmomfﬁ

P P ARG . AT L : The Japanese Govarmnent is deeply gratified with Pmsident .
‘ . : ‘ Kennedy's message concerning Okinawa announced today. » It responds N

. POMBTEREOMBLES $OTH Y. K totheDoeda—Kennedytalkoflastyearandtothedesiresexpressed
%'&iﬁiﬁmgm‘&fﬁmrnb" LR bytheGovermentonmp:wooouaionafortho-enlargemsntofeelf‘- :
1 T E N e BRAEA . BEED*»S 8K oW : govermment and enhancement of the public welfare of the people of

gmomrwdﬂénﬁml{l@?ﬂi&fékbmg‘f ‘ Okinawa,andalsototheintentionswhichweonourparbhaveexpmssed

Ad . NF oMo T & BHECBABL 6N - | to the United States to exert for this purpose every possible effort,

’ including provisions for economic assista.nce. The measage shows
EEARAH S, . :

the serious personal attention the President has given to this

\ N M+ 5% o0H
BH &L Ta TG matter and expresses his intention to talce extensive measures to

r ALCOWTXEBEBF E+ 2 A HBRTRT . » i | improve the situation in Okinawa, )

75m§%;¥;zﬁx“c‘3/a7’aﬁ“¢%~%v>‘@%ﬁ”f’b15 » The Government, and people of Japan strongly desire the ' -
i LT BrLrewna . - restoration of administrative authority over Okinawa. The Japanese
Govermment welcomes the message which frankly recognizes the fact
that the people of Okinawa are Japanese nationals and that the
Ryukyu Islands are a part of the Japanese homeland and makes clear
the American intention to work in close cooperation with Japan on

Okinawan matters in preparation for the day when the Islands will
eventually be returned to Japan's full sovereignty,

-~ 20 — Ihe
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The measures mentioned in the President's message cannot be

said to provide a complete solution to all the problems which have

arisen in connection with Okinawa, but they are in line with the
spirit of the Japanese proposals and provide the basis for significant
progress, As regards the proposed agreement to be made between
Japen and the United States on various problems, inclyding public
welfare and economic assistance, discussions will be commenced
shortly when preparations have been completed on both sides,

The Japaness Govermment will contime to carry on full
consultations with the United States Govermment on all matters
relating to Okinawa and will make efforts toward the early fulfilment

of our desires,

— 21 —
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The Prime Minister emphasized the st}ongfdesire of the

Japanese people for the return of adminisffative control over the
Ryukyu and ﬁonin Islands to Japan. The President reaffirmed the
ﬁnited States position that Japsh possesses residual sovereignty

over these islands. He pointed out, however, that so long as

the conditions of threat and tension oxist in' the Far Fast the

United States will find it necessary to céntinue the present'status.
He stated that the United States will cbntinuevits policy of improving
the welfare and woll-being of the inhabitants of the islands and of

promoting their cconomic and cultural advancement.
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With respect to the Ryukyu Islands, Foreign Mlnlster
Fujiyama welcomed the current discussions taking pl&PG between
the United States authcrities and Ryukyuan representatlves looking
toward a satisfactory resoluticn’ of‘the land problem. 'uecretary
Dulles expressed his understanding of thig Jaﬁéneserinterest in
the Ryukyus and it was agreed that on Ryukyuan metters-fhe two
governments wculd continue to exchange QieQé through diplométic
channels,
The Foreign Nhnister also touched upon specific igssues
among which was include the Japanese desire for compensation
of former inhabitants of the Bonin Islands who are unable
to return to their former homes, The Secretary assured Mr.
Fujiyama that the United States was sympathstiéaliy aware of the b

problem and is stﬁdying 1t carefully in .the hope of achieving a i}

reasongble solution.
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The President and the Prime Minister exchanged views on
matters relating to thé Ryukyu and Borin Islands, which are
under United States administration but in which Japean retains
residual sovgreignty. The President affirmed that the United
Stetes would make further efforts to eshanoe the welfare and
well~beiﬁg of the inhabitants of the Ryukyus and welccmed
Japanese cooperation in these efforts; the Prime Minister affirmed
that Japan would continue to cccoperate with tﬁe United States to

this end.
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(x@%@ﬁﬁﬂ@tﬂ% Civil Administration of the
Ryukyu Islands, 1961, No.l,
The High Commissioner of the
Ryukyu Islands
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