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\LVMinlster Shiina's Statement at Luncheon

glven in Honor of Lt. Gen. Watson

General Watson, Ambassador Relschauer
and Gentlemen.

It gives me a great pleasure,
General Watson, to have tﬁ;s occasion
of exchanging our thoughtéﬁgn this
informal atmosphere. Also, I should
like to say that those of us in tbe »
government concerned with the problem
of the Ryukyu islands are very pleased
with the meetings you have had with
the leaders of our government including
the Prime Minister in spite of the
brevity of your stay in Tokyo on your
way to the Ryukyu Islands as U. S.

High Commissioner. '
Needless to say, under the present

circumstances of the world, the U. S.

military
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military bases on the Ryukyu Islands play
an indispensable role for the maintenance
of peace in Asia. Nonetheless, the United
States and the nations of the free world
strive to achieve is the world wherein.
the presence of such military bases as
established in the islands will no longer
be needed. 4nd, of course, we spare no
effort in cooperating with the United
States to achieve this noble ideal of

us all.

Meantime,ihowever, I do wish that
the United States government, in adminis-
tering the islands, will take due note
of the wishes of the inhabitants of the.
Ryukyu Islands. I believe that this will
benefit not only the people there but
also maximize the effectiveness of the

military bases.

General
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General Watson, I understand that

you participated in the landing of the

.Okinawa and after the war you were station-

ed for a while in Tokyo as a member of
the Occupation Forces. I honestly hope
that you will combine your understanding
and sympathy of the area with the re-
markable ability you have exhibited in
such difficult posts as the Commending
General of the U.S. Forces in Berlin and
strive for a better solution of the de-
licate and sénsitive broblems of the
Ryukyu Islands. The islands are near to
Japan. if occasion permits, I will visit
the islands. I hope that you will be
able to reciprocate the'visifAto us so
that we may be able to exchahge our views

in a frank and easy fashion.

I hope

I hope for your great success in

your new post, General Watson and pray

for your health.




