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fmerican Embassy,
Tokyo,
August 22, 1956

Dear Mr., Minister:

I have noted with a good deal of surprise press reports this
morning attributing to the Minister of Justice comment with reference
to a proposed conference on the Okinawa lend issue, casting reflec-
tion on the manner in which General Lemnitzer has exercised his
authority and expressing-the opinion that this has led to anti-
American feeling. The statements attributed to the Minister seem
to reflect a misunderstanding of the basic facts and, particularly
if propageted with the apparent suthority of the Japanese Government,
cannot help but have an adverse effect on relations between our two
governments,

There follows the text of the letter addressed by Genersl Lem~
nitzer to Chief Executive Higa, to which reference is apparently made
in this morning's press reports:

"The Deputy Governor has informed me of the request in
your letter to him of 20 July 1956, that I visit Okinawa
for a conference regarding the land problem.

"Upon my return from the United States on 4 July 1956,
I indicated that extensive studies must be undertaken on
the basis of which broad policies for a constructive solu-
tion to the land problem can be developed. The studies to
which I referred are now under way. When, as a result of .
these_studies,.concrete plans, and. policies hey
developed Jhey will be discussed with you )
officials of the Government of the Ryukyu JTslands,. In
this comnection, T have been informed by the Deputy Governor
that a number of constructive comments have already been
received from responsible Ryukyuans., I trust this type of
helpful cooperation will continue becsuse it is only through
such procegses that en equitable final solution can be
achieved.

His Excellency
Tatsunosuke Takasaki,
Acting Foreign Minister,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

%i

-2 -

"In the meantime, I wish to assure you that we are seek-
ing solutions in a spirit of sympathetic understanding and
generosity and that in dealing with this problem the views 4
and interest of the Ryukyuen people will be fully teken into
account. I shall, of course,.be.pleased to discungs.these.
matters with you 1n due course,..

.

"With regard to the participation in the Ryukyus by the
Japdnese Government in the development of solutions to the
land problem, it is my understanding that the United States
Government considers this to be a matter which should be
settled directly and equitably between the United States
Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islends and the Ryukyuan
lendowners affected, with appropriate assistance on the
part of the Government of the Ryukyu Islands."

As I am sure you understand, Genersl Lemnitzer was acting in his
capaclty of Governor of the Ryukyuan Islands in the exercise of the
.authority conferred on the United States by Article 3 of the Peace
Treaty of #April 28, 1952, I concur with all that is said in his letter
and it would be conducive to a settlement satisfactory to all concerned

AL the.Japanese. Government could also meke clear. on approprists.ogcss.

"sions_ that the.issue.is.one.which shculd.be.sektled. hetween-the:
United States Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands.and.the

Ryukyuai Tandowners, sffected, W,i,_m,apymariﬁ‘e  assistence.on.he part
of the Governmept. .of.t m ands,....

The reflection on the manner in which General Lemnitzer has
exercised his suthority is unfortunate, I would suggest that anti-
American feeling is created, not by the exercise of that authority,
but by the circulation of misleading press reports,

ploy =2

John M. Allison

Sincerely,

L/

R
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 matter., It is the view of the United States Government that this is

"‘a matter which should be settled directly and equitably between the

the effect that either the American Embassy or General Lemnitger, Far 2\/‘1}]
East Commander and Governor of the Ryukyu Islands, informed the Japl&nese ‘
Government that the United States was not opposed to conducting negotié—

f(_ w(’z( NP C/C‘\WWJQ/‘ .

tions on the Okinawan land issue through ’ohewEozzeign -0f-fice. No .
P .

inquiry was made by the Foreign Office on this questio‘%qf‘eithér. to ‘C,
the AMmerican Embassy or to the Far East Command, nor was any "/’clarifying - Z

sta'bement-/a made by General Lemnitzer or the Far East Command on this

United States Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands and the

7 A
Ryukyuan landowners affected, with appropriate assistance on the part ,@
¢ Government of the Ryukyu Islands. This of course does not %"

¢

of ‘th
preélude informal discussions betwegn the Japanese and Mmerican Govern- ;{
ments on any matter of mutual interest to them, conducted in the spirit |E5
of the close relationships between the two countries.\\,,It«;iS»»hoped.-f,c,hat @/i’
this-information will receive the same-prominence in:\the -public. press ?
as~the erroneous-articles which hiave' already. been pglg_],g_§hed_;) :)
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American fmbassy,
Tokyo, Japan, 5 %
August 28, 1956 (a A

§e
/%),
v

Dear Mr. Minister:

Thank you very much for your letter of August 27, 1956,
in which you forward the comments of Mr. Makino, the Minister
of Justice, on the press reports which I had brought to your
atbention in my letter of August 22.

As you request, I have sent a copy of your letter to
General Lemnitzer.

S:an erely yours,

/7/, o *;,,

// John M. Allison

[Wes

His Excellency
Tatsunosuke Takasaki,
Acting Foreign Minister,
Tokyo.
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United States, Harvard Law Review, Vel 68, Number 5 P.&02)
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Of the above only the District of

SRS

Columbia, Alaska and Hawaii are regarded

technically as "territories.® The others that have not been granted statehood

are held as "possessions," it having been decided by the United States Supreme

Court in 1901, in the "Insular Cases,!
forms of government in regions outside
such possessions.

Encyclopedia Americana; 1954
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that Congress can create appropriate

the states and legislate differently for
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