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審査要旨 (20 0 0字以内）

The order Zoantharia (Cnidaria: Anthozoa) is distributed worldwide, with many species, particularly in the 

suborder Macrocnemina, having symbiotic relationships with host benthos. However, the role symbioses have 

played in the diversification and evolution of zoantharians remains little examined, particularly with regards to 

many recently described families and genera. In his thesis the candidate aimed to fill this gap with a large 

phylogenetic dataset combined with ecological information. 

In the first section, he explored the diversity, taxonomy, and evolution of the family Epizoanthidae, with results 

suggesting host-specificity has some but not ultimate utility in taxonomy, with many cases of host switching. 
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