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An attempt to reconsider children’s play from the
perspective of interest to the toy
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Abstract

This study attempted to reconsider children’s play from the perspective of interest to the
toy, based on the phenomenon that the toy which adults were interested in did not always make
children fun. In study 1, we have made “the toy square” with 25 kinds of toys at the school festival.
Participants were 30 preschool children, 29 school-aged children, and 18 parents. We asked them to
tell us the best 3 toys that were fun to play with. As a result, the toy which attracted adults did not
rank high. In study 2, we asked 117 first grade and 100-second grade college students to tell which
toys 2-5 years old boys and girls were interested in. As a result, the toy which attracted adults did
not rank high like study 1. In general discussion, we proposed that toys which were played with
repeatedly by children had a feature that the toy could facilitate interaction with other children or
adults.
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