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A Study on The Figures and Texts of Syu Dynastical Kyubyo and Onbyo in Ryukyu’s Enkaku-ji from
the Sho Family Collection (PartIl)

Yoshiyuki MAEMURA
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A Study on The Figures and Texts of Syu Dynastical Kyubyo and Onbyo in
Ryukyu’s Enkaku-ji from the Sho Family Collection (Parts I and 1)

Yoshiyuki MAEMURA

Summary

Sho Sei, an infant ruler of Ryukyu, died immediately after acceding to the throne in 1803 in
Syuri. Subsequently, Sho Kou, Sho Sei’s father’s youngest brother, succeeded to the throne as Sho
Sel had no brothers. Since then, Sho Kou, his son, and his grandson were conferred the peerage of
the King of the Ryukya Kingdom or the King of Chuzan of the State of Ryukyu by the Emperor of
China. Thus, the Ryukya Kingdom could have continued in such a way until the so-called Ryukyt
annexation, a part of the abolition of feudal domains and the establishment of prefectures by the
Meiji Government.

However, because the line of succession to the throne moved from the older brother (Sho Sei’s
father) to the younger brother (Sho Kou) and the person in the parental generation succeeded to the
throne, problems were created for the religious services in Tai Miao (Onbyo).

Tai Miao is a central place for Chinese-style ancestor worship. There are two main criteria in
ancestor worship: one is the order of the enthronement and the other is the generational shift.
When a king’s son succeeds to the throne, ancestral rites are held without any obstacles. However,
if an uncle succeeds to the throne where the son of his older brother should have succeeded, a court
dispute arises regarding the fair treatment of memorial tablets enshrined in the ancestral temple.
Some people consider the former criterion (order of the enthronement) as the most important
because the king’s role is to govern the people of every generation. Regarding the latter criterion

(the generational shift) , it is necessary to recognize that the lineal descendant of Sho Kou is Sho
Sei. Here, Sho Sei’s memorial tablet is placed under Sho Kou’s when Sho Kou's descendants perform
religious ceremonies. Therefore, this unprecedented succession raised discussions in Ryukyu in the
19" century about the appropriate manner of rites in this situation. In the discussions, many cases
in ancient China were examined.

This study investigates all texts and figures in document No. 23 in the Sho Family Collection

(Sho-ke-monjo) to understand the rituals of ancestor worship in the last years of the second Sho
dynasty. It was difficult to examine the document precisely without referring to Chinese historical
discussions about Chinese-style religious services for ancestral mausoleums in the Shang and Zhou
(Shu) dynasties. This includes commentaries on Confucian classics and some conferences held in
the imperial court in the Eastern Jin, Tang, and Song dynasties as well as the studies of Chinese
scholars from the Qing dynasty. Through Chinese-style religious services for ancestral mausoleums,
we can clarify the political and cultural differences among various areas of East Asia. It is important
to understand that political systems in East Asia consisted of different types of elites, who were the
hereditary vassals of a feudal lord in Japan or high-ranking government officials who had passed
imperial examinations in China.
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