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Abstract

Background: The place of birth has been rapidly changing from home to health facility in
Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) following the strategy to improve the
maternal and neonatal mortality. This change in the place of birth might affect the mother’s
satisfaction with childbirth. The objective of this study was to assess whether the place of
birth is related to the mother’s satisfaction with childbirth in a rural district of the Lao
PDR.

Methods: A community-based survey was implemented in 21 randomly selected hamlets
in Xepon district, Savannakhet province, between February and March, 2016.
Questionnaire-based interviews were conducted with mothers who experienced a normal
vaginal birth in the past 2 years. Satisfaction with childbirth was measured by .the
Satisfaction with Chiidbirth Experience Questionnaire. Using the median, the outcome
variable was dichotomized into “high satisfaction group” and “low satisfaction group”.
Logistic regression was performed to assess the association between place of birth and
satisfaction with childbirth. Three models were examined: In Model 1, only the predictor

of interest (i.e., place of birth) was included. In Model 2, the predictor of interest and the
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