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HEADQUARTERS
FAR EAST COMMAND
APO 500

19 November 1956

< American Ambassador
Knerican Embassy
Tokyo, Japan

Dear %ir.

Inclosed are a copj%of a letter from the Deputy Governor

of the Ryukyu Islands, dated 5 November 1956, and copies of
the pqrt of’ 1nvest1gat1 ‘ and certificate therein referred

1so requeated ti any original
esAthereof be made available

HERBERT L. ﬁELsom“g
Colonel, AGC -
Adiutant General

’Ltrf RCCA -GL" 601,
 USCAR, 5 Nov' 56
w/Incls

Gopy furnighed: o
DEPGOVRYIS, APO 331

'through contacting indiv

UNITED STATES CIVIL ADMINlSTRATION OF THE RYUKYU
. ISLAND
office of the Deputy Governor
APO 331 _

5 NOV 1956

RCCA-GL 601

SUBJECT: Land Comprising Japanese Government Constructad
Airfield in . Nishiharu ‘Son ‘

Rifel] Governor of the Ryukyu Islands

APO 500

1. A dispute-has: arisen as po the true ownership .of

land utilized by the'.Japsa
airfield in Nishihara‘Son

Howevsr, 1ndi iduals who had owned the. l“nd at5the

dfter the war which lists',‘ ‘ :
of each and the amount of money paid to edéh individua
This office has a transl'tion of this booklet. Ind 4

The present’ Mayor has verbally ‘stated. th
" land were not transferred to: the Japanese G
howevar past 1nvestigations indicate that the title
‘transferred: In this connection attached is a eopy of report
of investigation with an ‘enclosed statement written by’ the

former



‘ ADDITIONAL NISHIHARA ATRFIFLD INVESTIGATLON
. 8 May 1952

-2 -
ersligned
ara Son
gates

inal of thils statement, in
that

former Mayor in 1952. The ori
Japanese an stamped with the g;‘han" of the two persons
issueing the same, 1s on file in this office,
to obtain additional information and certain certific
regarding the f ormer Japanese Airfield located within

Since some of the former landowners claimed from the
addresses, iot

56

tart that they had been absent at the time of the purchase
'ig zgi:hland;agd accordingly had not transferred the titles
to their land or received any money therefor, such land r
a5 released to these claiments. The amount of land so on.,
ed conalsts of: 10:634 acres. ' : ©.. ... Our present records containing names,

. numbers and areas were .checked with Son records, necess
corrections made, and a certificate obtained -from the. Mayor
he above Information-on the former airfield as' shown'
ecords is the same as records currently held in the

The land inm cﬁétb&y of the Ryukyuan Propert

On 7 May 1952, Mr. Oshiro, Mr. Iraha and the und
made s further check with the Son -Officials of Nishih

th
by ‘our r
Son office.

Maps of the Ko-Aza's showing these lots and areas werse

;. 8nd requested O

L 60 S
nd presently under dispute conslists of 128.193 acres
. With repeated demands from local representatives
t the United States pay rental for this land the situation
d:‘develop into a serious problem. For thig geag s tﬁ .
Japar . nt be advised.of the -
ested that the 4ap%§gi:ﬁegggrzggitional matari , also compared with Son office maps and found identilcal.
. ‘o thé true " A, certificate was obtained from the Mayor that maps in
: o possesaion of property Custodian are identical with maps of
the Son office. . '
‘ ‘It was discovered that some Land Title Certificates for
vihich comprised the original airfield were issued to

%hey,may have -relative to the
lots

individual claimants although all Land Title Certificates

Were suppossd to be held by ‘the Son office pending a decision
The Mayor and Son land man stated the

nd Title Certificates was an error on their

gh their failure to check maps before

Following is a briefing on the

rmatlion, or commen
ownershiyp of this land

.. “FOR THE DEPUTY G

OVERNOR:
as to ownership.

issuing "off some La
part and resulted throu

} | JOSEPH T. CHRISTY
; . CWO, USA ' ' .
! Asst Admin Officer .
i : 1ssuing the land titles.
/ ’ counting of Land Title Certificates:
I 1 Incl : Lots which comprised original airfileld 358
a/s SR ,
Land Title Certificates now held in
Son office : 313
' 45
Land Title Certificates recorded as
isnaued 27
18

f
!
Land Title Certificates unaccounted

for. -
(Thé land man stated he believed he could locate the
mong other papers

} .
18 unaccounted for certificates &
or find where they were issued. The Mayor stated
he cwould check rscords until all Land Title Certifi-
cates could be accounted for.)
- The

T —
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7 May 1952

§

5

: The Mayor and another}SSn'office smployee stated that
all deeds of property owners, at the time of the Japanese
Aprmy purchase, with the exceptlion of a few held by absentes

“owners, were turned over to a land representative who. then T0: 7. P. Smith
ofr IJ'_‘ . EIAY 51 . ijl

to the Shuri Land Reglstry Of 103??9Abe Ryultyuan Property Custodian

AN

s s R e

turned them over
corded in the name of the Japanese Governnent.
A caertificate to this effect was obtained.)

e hereby certify to the best of our kmowledge and

beliel that wheén Japanese Army purchased land for construc-

L

The Mayor further stated 1t was hils bellef the
mént ‘was the true owner of the property and i W
ed individual land owners that he expscted such. property
Government. =

6 claimed in the nameé of the Japanese
e ' tion of Wishihara Airfleld, all former landowners tuimed the

/8/ Richard Rose
" RICHARD ROSE .
Chief investigator,

.P.C.

I (present mayor) sold land at that time to Japanese

Army and followed abovg_gtated procedure.

Certified date: 7 May 1952

Certified by: Tamanaha, Kaoru
C Mayor of Nishihara Son

e .

Oshiro, Koshu
Former Secretary of

Son Office

Translated by: /S/T/ Shogoro Oshiro
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March 11, 1957 .. .

v As. to the ownership of the land in dispute in Nishihara 5
Son, Okinawa, neither ledgers nor other pertinent evidences are fr \ ‘§€
not in the possession of the Japanese Government, because ény i iy
documents concerning the land which had been under the contrQl @  2?;
of the Japanese Army and Navy in Okinawa were not transfered
té the Finance Mynistry or any other ministries concerned.

In view of the above facts, the Finance Ministry which is
competent to administer the national broperty formerly owned

by the Army and Navy 1is making its efforts to look for‘ﬁﬁose

persons who were concerned to the construction of therairfield

in Nishihara Son so as to inguire of them about whether the
land was purchased or rented.
At the same time the Finance Ministry is finding out the

f ' practice which prevailed at that time to acquire lands for

military use.
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MINISTRY OF FINANCE
THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT

ADDITIONAL NISHTHARA AIRFIELD INVESTIGATION
8 May 1952

Oon 7 May 1952, Mr. Oshiro, Mr. Iraha and the undersigned
made a further check with the Son Officilals of Nishihara Son
to obtain additional information and certain certificates
regarding the former Japanese. Airfield located within that
sSon.’ . ‘

Qur present records containing names, addresses, lot
numbers and areas were checked with Son records, necessary
corrections made, and a certificate obtained from the Mayor
that the above information on ‘the former airfield as shown
by our records is the same as records currently held in the
Son office. .

Maps of the Ko-Aza's showing these lots and areas were
also compared with Son office maps and found identical.
A certificate was obtained from the Mayor that maps in
possession of property Custodian are identical with maps of
the Son office.

It was discovered that some Land Title Certificates for
lots which comprised the original airfield were issued to
individual claimants although all Land Title Certificates
were supposed to be held by the Son office pending a decision
as to ownership. The Mayor and Son land man stated the
issuing of some Land Title Certificates was an error on their
part and resulted through their failure to check maps before
issuing the land titles. Following is a briefing on the

comting of Land Title Certificatess:
Lots which comprised original airfield 358
Land Title Certificates now held in

Son office ___3%%___

Land Title Certificateé recorded as

issued —27
Land Title Certificates wnaccownted
for : 18

(The land man stated he belileved he could locate the
18 vnaccomnted for certificates among other papers
or find where they were issued. The. Mayor stated
he would check records until all Land Title Certifi-
cates could be accounted for.) o

The

MINISTRY OF FINANCE
THE JAPANESE GOVERNMENT

-2 -

The Mayor and another Son office employee state
all deeds of property owners, at the timg og the ?apgngggt
Army purchase, with the exception of a few held by absentee
owners, were turned over to a land representative who then
turned them over to the Shuri Land Registry Office to be
recorded in the name of the Japanese Government.
(A certificate to this effect was obtained.)

The Mayor further stated it was hié belief the J
Government was the true owner of the property and he gggnese
advised indlviQual land owners that he expected such property
to be claimed in the name of the Japanese Government.

/S/ Richard Rose
RICHARD. ROSE
Chief Investigator, R.P.C.
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With reference to the title to a tract of land located
at Nishihara, formerly,used by the now defunct Japanese Fbrces '
as airfield, the. Ministry of welfare was requested through .
the Ministry of Finance to conduct investigations. “The
following is the gist of the report on these investigations. :

"f;‘l.f The Repatiation Belief Bureau of the Ministry of

in possession of any official records of account—v‘ i al

}hich may determine the title to the land wh i

isxth'isite of .the airfield in question, and accordingly,the

|
,requested inve igations were conducted .on; the basis of the o !
) !

y several persons who were formerly connected,

as members of the personnel of the Thirtynsecond Army Headquarters, ;z

with the airfield construction in Okinawa as menti _ed‘in the &
annex. p , , ‘
The following are the facts brought to 1mght‘ y
'?investigations: ,‘ﬁﬂ x .k:" o 7
20 Eoward the- end of 1944, the Japanese military F”‘ i
authorities in Okinawa decided on the setting up of Nishihara kf/

Airfield as the base of "special attack" corps. . The then S e ﬂ

' Chlef of Staff of the Japanese Army Cho made it a defimite |
};policy ‘that' purchase of individual lands should be ;voided ‘ .

b .
H'in view of the imminent danger of the attacks by All Forces. ,‘%
1
i

3.5 Under the circumstances, the military authorities

,never accepted the offer made by some of the islanders for

selling their lands, but onlydecided to pay a certain rental

;

and compensation for giving up farming.

As a general.rule, the mayor-of eachttownlor village

‘was°entruSted with‘the affairs of payment. It is easy to

imaginewthat,‘OWing to;the:evacuation of inhabitants, the

°, prevailing practice‘fOllowedﬁinmthose days, each mayorvmay

ryhave been unable to effect such - payment to all indiv1duals‘

interested.;,‘,si' , ; ,
4,. The Repatriation Relief Bureau of the said Ministry

considers that the testimony given by the witnesses is-trust-s

worthy and concludes by stating as fod&ows.

f(l) It eannot ‘be considered that the Japanese military R

authorities in Okinawa ever purchased private lands

‘for,constructing Nishihara Airfield.

(2) It is considered, however, that’ the: Japanese
military authorities took: steps “to" lease privateflvnds
temporarily for using them as the site of - Nishihara
Airfield.

R Y
,‘lj’
&
i
“ %
-
i
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Nanes of k’:?.tness who testified in ‘bhe

Investigatiin of Ounership of Nishihara ‘
Airﬁeld land

Naomiehi JI\!,:‘ ex—lieutenant-oolonel, S‘baff member of the then Thirty—

secomi Army. Present addres"

't 52, 2~chome, Kamiu_ma-cho, o

Setagaya-—ku A Tokyo

Ayao KONO, ex—-intendant—major siohie¥sof .Intendant Department ‘of the same
Arnw'. “Prasent address $ Municlpal Apartment ?\b 3}‘33, 2—-chome,

Izumi-cho s Yawata City; . Fukuoks Prefecture

s

“i"resenf address 4 2& Miyamae, Meguro-ku, ’l‘okyo

Moritoshi TANA.K&,’ ex—intendant lieutenant a‘ttached to the same‘Branch and
T Depaz"bmeht of/'the ;anie Army. Present address 281§ Tomita,

: A;nagasaf("i Cid‘.y, /Hyogﬁ Prefecture
5 '
'l‘akayoshi !IATA%IAEE, sx-intemianﬁ aergeant, attached to the. same Braneh and

Do r‘t‘.ment o; tha a“ -} Army. Preaent address : Nishikawabata ’

H

]

L orl-machi, Ama-gun, Aiehi Prefecture
liaoh{r; & IDA, exyintendant sargaant, attached to the same Branch and
e Depar/h/m}:t of the séime Army. Pregent address s 1191, Ush:.j:lma
Seibu, ij{ma City;




