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TFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATICN
U. S, Civil Administration of the RByulgm Izlords
Waha, Ckinawa

PRESS RELEASE: # 295 _ 21 January 1959

To Editors: This unofficial Japancse translation of attached
press relcase is provided to assist you,
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QFFICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATIONW
U. 8. Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands
' Maha, Okinawa
PRISS RELIASE: # 295 ’ . 21 January 1959

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

LAND TRIBUNAL ESTARLISHED FCR RYUKYU TSLANDS

Legal questions concerning fair compensation and condemnation of leand
by the United Statcs will henceforth be considercd by a new forum to be known
as the United States Lend Tribunal for the Ryukyu Islands.

The new tribunal was 'established today under HICOM Ordinance Ho, 19
signed by Lt, General Donald P, Booth, United States High Commissioner of
the Ryukyu Islonds. | ;

Thc‘ordinancc abolished tie USCAR Land Court and transforrcd all
provious business of the court to the tribunal, The new forum will be
composed of threc members appointed for two ycars with provision for ecxton-
sion or rowmoval by the Secretary of Defense » United Statos Government.

Abolition of the court and its replacement by a tribunal is cxpected
to provide greater informality and spsed in handling the many appeals pending
before the old court, Establishment of the tribunal is a further step in
the implementation of the land program mituelly sgrcecd botweon Ryukyuan and
American represcrtatives at the joint land conferences.

The High Commissioncr announced appointrwent of two former Land Court
Judges as morbers of the new tribunal, They arc Fac Alon Freitag who will
be senior member of the forum and Marion B, Yilson as the second member.

4 third mombor will be apdointed at o later datc, Judge Irving Eisenstein
of the old court_, is buing assigned as chief of +he legal division of the
USCAR ILegislative and Iegal Dopartment under Col, Albert Barkin, department
director. |

Prineipal questions to be considered by the tribunal will be deterimina~-
tion of fair compensation for US-acquired land, all questions concoerning
land condermation by US agencics in the Ryukyus, and interpretations of

ordinances and lews implemen Wing the now 1958 land program.
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