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UNITED STATES CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE RYUKYU”ISLAND%
£ Office of The Deputy Governor AT

©o AP0 331 £

11 Oct. 1955
SUBJECT s ‘Naturalization of a Foreigner in

RCCA-GL 014,33

the Ryukyus

TO Chief Executive

Government of The Ryukyu Islands

.

l. Reference 1s made to your letter, GRI-LA-216, dated
22 August 1955, subject: “Naturalization of a Forelgner in
the Ryukyus®, . o

2, This office does not desire at this time to enter
into a discussion of residual soverelgnty as mentioned in

your letter nor into residual nationallty which 1s an sdjunct

therto since the term has never been, to our knowledge,
authoritatively deseribed or delimited. It is further not
considered pertinent to the question ralsed in reference
leétter,

3. Article III, paragraph 1 of CA Ordinance No. 69
prescribes the.guali%ications of those who are entitled to
all the privileges and obligations of a Ryukyuan in the

Ryukyu Islands, AT the present time these consist of those whose

names are entered in the family registers of the Ryukyu
Islands throughs

8. Birth in a household already regilstered in the
Ryukyu Islands;

be Approval of transfer of a family register from
Japans ‘

'Co Provisions of other laws.

Qualifications under 3.b. above requires no actinn or approval

of a government outside the Ryukyu Islands. Qualification

. under 3, c¢. is not considered at this time since no other
laws concerning naturallzation have been promulgated,

4, * Because of the serious overpopulation and economic
problems of the Ryukyu Islands, it is consldered that trans-

fers of family registers into %he Ryukyus be kept to a minimum,
On the ‘other hand, because of wartime family dislocations some
provisions are necessary for return of Ryukyuans who had for-
merly transferred family registers to Japan and for admission

[

presently provided, su

of those perééhs'in Japan whosefsupporﬁing relatives are in
the Ryukyus. -The present provisions are not established ag

- & procedure for nationals of any other country than as

specified by the Ordinance to become g Ryukyuan.

He If a case'arises requiring the creéiion or transfer
of a family in the Ryukyu Islands of a person other than as
itable legislation may be considered,

FOR. THE DEPUTY GOVERNOR:

G. P. BURCHETT
Capt. AGC
Chief of -Admin



Sehedule of Brlefings by Ryukyuan Representatives
Monday, 24 October 1955

1. Shuhei HIGA, Chief Executive, Government of the
gyukyu Islands, subjectz Opening Statement, 10 minutes in
nglish v ,

4 2. Hiroshi SE NAGA Chief of the Statistics Bureau,
Government of the Ryukyu Islands, subject: Background of
the "Land Problem and Methods of 6ompensation, L0 minutes in

English St ;

" 3. Saneo MAKIYA Director of Iegal Affalrs Department
Government of the R u Islands, subject; Changes and
Abolition of.Certain Ordinances ﬁertaining to Land, 10
minutes in: Japanese ‘

L, Choko KUWAE Chairman of the Federation of Shi-Cho-
Son (Clty—Town-Village) Military Land Committees, subject:
Inadequacy of Present Payments and Undesirability of Lump=
Sum’ Payment 10 minutes in Japanese

' 5. Chojyo OYAMA, Chairman, Special Land Committee of
the Legislature, Government of the Ryukyu Islands, subject:
Objection to Additional Land Requirements by U.S. Forces
in the Ryukyu Islandsy; 10 minutes in Japanese _

6+ Shusei HIGA, Chairman of the Mayors Council Land
Commlttee subject: Miscellaneous Problems concerning Com-
pensation i.e., Restoration to Original State of that Land
Releagsed by U.é Forces to the Ryukyuans, 10 minutes in
Japanese :

7. EKunihiro OHAMA, Speaker of the Legislature, Govern-
ment of the Ryukyu Islands, subjects Closing Remarks, 5
minutes in Japanese

v Statement by Mr, Shuhei Higa
Chief Executive of the Government -of the B, Is1: d
24 October 1955 yulor anas

Honorable Chairman Price and Members of Armed Services
Coumittee of the House of Representatives. |

Representing the people of the Ryukyu Islands, I hereby
wish to express our heaprty welcome and appreciation for ’
your kind visit to Okinawa for the purpose of making g firste
kand investigation of the military land problem which now
urgently“eonfronts us.

I again wish to thank you for the speeial and.favogable
consioeratlon given to this problem when the Ryukyus Lsnd
Delegation requested satisfactory solution of this pfoblem
before your Committee<lasthune.

We, the Ryukyuans, sincerely expect that your reports
and - reconmendations to the Congress based upon your fair
judgment of the special economic and social conditlons of
Okinawa, will result in solving this pressing problem ‘and
consequently,‘contrtbute greatly toward the establlshment
of a firm basis of mutual cooperation of our two peoples for
the common cause of peace and security of free nations.

The island of Okinawa is small and lts population den—
sity is éxtremely high. Approximately 1, 142 persons live

on, one square mile of land. Agriculture is the basic 1ndus~

the

fanﬂer cultivates only eighttenths of an acre.

-
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. However, desplte the poorness of the economy, méié
than 40,000 acres of land have been acquired by the U.S.
Forces. This area consists of 13 per cent of the tdtel
land area and ineluded in this is 17 per cent of the total
farm area of Okinawa. 50,000 families are involved in the
land acquisition,

' These farmers are not only deprived of such valdable
land, buﬁ they ere also deprived of equitable compensation
for its use., Hence, the livelihood of the people who have
ibeen affecfeéhﬁes been reduced to one of extreme poverty.
For this reason, wey ‘the people of Okinawa are urgently
requestin° for an early solution to the land acquisltlon
iproblem. we believe that when private properties are ex~

propriated by virtue of the right of eminent domain, the

loss . resulting from such action must be equitably com vn';L

sated with due respect to the rights of private property,

’accordlfg to the spirit of democracy. :

‘ we firmly believe that the compensation which‘tﬁe;

'Uniteé States has pald the landowner so far is not equi~

tabl

.of the dispossessed landowners are renting land in thiir
';prese tgiocation at a much higher rate ‘than whatuthe U S.

‘QAs”the result of inequitable compensation, mest

1

'Forcés e paylng them as rent for their old sites whi h

/ .
zn. ‘Also, the sums allotted as compensatiog“
J{ 9 \

B 1d/ngs and improvements are too small to permit
-
;o

year respectively.

' :1and; Farming 

through no 3, tcultivation farmland produces a net a nual

ineome of $3h8 25 per acre of paddy land and 3322 25 pe ﬁ
acre of dry farm, the people receive rent from the’ U.S.

Forces only i the amount of $42,84 and $33.66 per acre per

The U.S. Forces Dlstrict Engineer has made fundamental
mistakes in’ computing land values, therefore, compensation
is extremely unreasonable. The present rental rate of 6

per cent of the estimated land value is based .on the: a «1

sumption that farmland 1s capital and.that compensation :
for it is the rental obtainable from leasing the lagd,f This
value was Qriéinally\espimated‘bj’DistrictiEﬁgineefatQ;be

10 to 50. per cent abq&e the land value .registered at the -

distriet regiStratioh office. However, in Okinava thiére

is no roal relatlonship between the registered 1and value

and the actual land sales value. In an investigati

ducted by our Statistjcs Bureau it was found that the actual

land sales va]ue, ‘on the average, is three tiues higher

than the reglstered land valu
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fronted with d' ficulties in 1ocating new pos tions of emplny-

Je of ’chelr land. F“ “thez-more, it is belleved that t
: - ment. Therefore in order to sustain their daily 11velihovd

wisely. Them lSpOSSGSSed farmers who Lack exnerience ‘in’non=-

ompetition.’ Consequently, é_
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by the U.5. For ése *

H

|
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|

znot currentlj b*ing used, or is being used very inefficieotly §
3 : 1

|

|

fmisery which the landowners have undergone by spreading'this
f?feeling over a5wider\arh_ﬁ

1;acquieition 2 .

gﬁnevertheleos ba Seraously effected, This area includeszstate

economic hardships uO the families. of the 1andowners'

'cerned4 Therefore, in oruer to ‘avold suech an imuiaen

Any additional requ sition wiTl further aggravat

Up to the current time the “and

.States has taken over 13% of th:

total land area of Okinava; therefors, additional lond . o
: cqulsition will inorease the total to as much as of 25% of..
" the total area of - Okinawas h

' The area to be newly requlsitioned will for the most

part be located in northern Okinawa where the population is

“less. concentveted. However, many peoples' livelihood will

" or community forest 1and, which for years has been collecé

' tively vtllizod by the people. Hence a. c0qsiderable number

of people uho presently obtaln 1ivelihood from this forest

land will he deprived of a direct source of 1ncome.A Farmland

too, will be seriouely reduced by the additional acquis ion-

“Land aoquismtion has reduced the farmers area of cu i”,

vatlon and Lh" eoples' area of freedom eonsiderably.

further vhrinkage of 0 ;}territory will vesult in addedi

’crisis we request the immediate release of allunueed landl__?

’of the present land policies which have been practised by -

the United States Army in Okinawa, and also its repelv ‘,ions
upon our dLuPOSSSSSGd people, espeeially the poverty-sfrioken
farmers. For the sake of our future well-being, we humbly
implore that. our land requests be glVen sarious consider‘—
tlon and that equitable land polioieu be enacted in our-native
land at the earliest possible date.

- It is also requested that the earliest and most equi-
table compensation be made with greatest speed in accordance
with applicable lawe for damages to the land, property, and
persons caused by the U.S, Foreee and/or its personnel in '

Okinawa.



Statement by Mr, Hiroshi Senaga

Chief of the Bureau of Statistics, Government of the Ryukyu Islands

2k Oetoﬁer 1955

Honorable Chairman Price and members of the Armed Serye

" eces Commilttee:

. To understand our claim for equitable compensation is
to wunderstand our economic status. Please allow me to ox-
plain our economic position and our views for the solution
to the land problem.

Our econouy is basicly agricultural. It is agrienl-
tural because no other industry can produce as much securi-
ty and as much happiness to our people. Even after the
devastation of the last war and the installation of a new
and large lndustry, the "U.S. Forces", our economy still
remains agricultural.

Currently more than 50 per cent (72,600 households) out
of a total of 136,845 households on Okinawa are agricultural
desplte the fact that only 61,900 acres of the total area
of 314,000 acres’ in Okinawa is arable.

Farm cultivation is intensive with high utilization
of the farm area as well as high utilization of farm pro~
ducts and by-products.

The existence of a 1§rge number of farm laborers has
forced cultivation to be done intensively by hand. Crops
are harvested all year round due %o the faéorable climaté
and farm soil is utiliged intensively, about l.&l timesf
annually, No agricultural by-product is wastedi_ Leaves pf

1l

. sugar cane and sweet potatoes are'utilized for livestoek

feed. Therefore, despite the small land holding offg”férm-
er,lﬁhicﬁ on an average amounts to only 0,85 of anfacré,

an acre of fafm'land in Okinawa produces 16.8 times more.

. than an acre of land in the United States and- supnorts 190

times more population than an acre of farm land in the United '
Statess ; : : :

Farming ié the only occupation which provides stable
employment and income for all members of the family, irres-
pective of their age or sex, and there fore it iz a highly
prized possession, both economically as well as traditionally.

A fermer wlll encounter great difficulties in seeking
employment other than in ggrieulture. Thisg is dué to the fact
that the farmers in Okinawa are predominantly unskilled work-
ers and that pppulation pressure 1limlts the employman£ of
these unskilled laborers in other than agricultural endeavors.
Another factor vhich an ex~farmer will encounter is that of
the growing labor force, Each year it is estimated that 8,000
additional young people enter into the worling age. Such
competlition makes his job even more insecure because.the none
agricultural world prefers the strong and the enterpxisxng.

The guestion therefore arlses as to how such a condition
influences the livelihood of the dispossesSedzlandQWners and
his family, _

In a survey of 4,781 dispossessed households 1% vas
determined that 28% of the labor fores was partly or édmpletely
unemployed and 38% of the employed labor forcgiphanged oceu-

pation one or more times within the period of.o@é year. Such
2 ,



a result indlcates that the dispossessed persons are en~

countering serlious difficulty in seekingsempiéyment‘a? i

that employment, if obtained, is not secure or that work-

ing-conditions are not good. This survey further indicated

that 69% of those employed were employed by the U.S. Forces
for the most part as unskilled laborers or as housemaids,
non=-agricultural and_non«U‘S. Fprces employment appears to
very -searce. | ‘ .

Hence, it,can be concluded that the dispossessed land~
owners,-ih genérals are not dping very well and thaﬁ_his
current employment status is very bad and his future‘empioy-
ment status appears aven dimwer. His standard of living is
below the pre—rnlocatlon level and his income is very low.

_The -average monthly salary which these # 781 dispossessed
families received vas $3h 11 per month. This amount is
very low when it is compared wlth uhe average monthly 1n—
come of $67. 00 of an average agwicultural household in p
Okinavae R ‘ L Teen

. PFature employmentlposgibi}ities witphﬁheJU,S.,?9:¢gs

| also appear to be digmal.;:In 1952 the U.S. Forces.emplbyed‘
as many as 70u000 persons.,., Since then the mllitary ;gbor
force has been continuously reduced to as low as 51 OOO jn
May 195%. Thus, the U.S. ‘Forces as a source’ of luture ,
employment possibilities is not very bright.» : ‘ ‘

Hence the only recourse for the dispossessed landowners
appears to be the continuation of farming in other areas.

However, 1t 1is practlcallyuiﬂpossible to acquire suastitute

g_‘ g r : \‘

3. /

land, and even if such land is available it 1s availab%e

only in sxall and isolated plots, the aereage of whichfﬁ;,
not bring in enough ineome to warrant its eultivatiog¢, Pos-
sibiliby for continuing farming 1198 in the isolated loeali-

tles of Yaeyama or northern Oklnawas But, mueh to our dismay,“

_these aveas ave capable of absorbing only 2,000 families,

whereas, the bctel digpossessed landouners number 50, 0004
The U.S. land requisition has forced many landowners
into tenant farming. These landowners chose to become tenant
farmers becauéq‘they felt they could not survive as a none
agricultural worker. They have also encountered much aif~
ficulty even LQ thig type of wovk for, they are allowed %o
farm only on small tracts of land in which they can havely

eke out a living. Alsoy thelr period of stay on the farm is

~not protected by any written contract. Hence, the position

of the tenants is not secure.

Therefore, the dispossessed landowners aré curfently
undergoing extreme economic hardships with no hope of being
relieved in the future. Rent corrently beinw received for
land that has been acquired 1s not supficient to pro%idé'them
wlth a livelihood equivalent to that of the prewreJOcation

level, nor 1is it adequate to cover the ~added expenses of ' _$5

relocation. ILet us now examine the current U.S, Fore 5 aﬁd;

gompensation method,

The present rental is 6% of ‘the estimated lang valu :

This value was. originally estimated to be 10 to 50% abové the
1and values registered az the registration office. HowBVur,

LN f o



on Okinawa the people recognize that there is no real félaw
tionship between the registered land value and the aétéal
land value. On the average, the actual land value is three
times above the registered land value and only 174 of the
total sales cases which were surveyed agreed with the Distriet
Engineer's computation, e

The land value appraised by the District Englucer on
such an erroneons assumption 1s unreasonably low so that the
technique adopted by the District Englneer cannot be aeeept->
ed as the standard- for computation.

,Gompensation for the actual economic loss>would be nore
equitable than the current District Enginesr's method, The
actual economic loss is the net agrieulturai income obtain-
able from the farmland. Therefore, it is highly 1mproper 1n
the case of farmland to estimate the rental on/the basis of -
6% of the estimated land value. In compupinoit e farmland
compensation, it must be brought in mind that /arning in
Okinawe is not a profit-making enterprise., F# ning iq “the
_occupation which provides employment to all mqm'er of the
family and which guurant 25 the subsistencs of %io family»
anseqrentlf, the eost of which guarantess the suusistence
of the family, Consequently, the cost of the owne L"“ J.abor
1s 1dentical to the net agricultural income, and ﬁ}brefore,
1t shou]d not be omltted when computing the net agx*cul ural
income, - . ,f§ |

Renta1 for non-agricultural land should be coppﬂmed by
considerlnr the rnnt l for similar land in the vielnitye In

the case where such rental payment data is not avcilaﬁge,

‘

‘vental payment must be based upon the actual land valugs:

In the compensatlon for properties other than land, such
as for buildings and structures, the Armed Forces are currentw

ly oayiag the owners the current value of the structureg when

the land in requisitioned. However, the dislocated owuevs

find that 1t is impossible to rebuild similar structures. with

the allotted sums, since the present paymen% plan does not
conslder other miscellaneous costs such as expensesﬂfor<qisa
mantling structures, transportation fees, cost of new materi-
als, cost for carpenters, laying out of plots, cbnstruction
of passage-way, electrical work, plumbing work, ete.

Compensatlon for land acquiéition ghould cover gll the
losses resulting from the Miliﬁary land requisition, The
present pollcy of compensation considers only a part of;the
losses resulting from land requisition. - They are as follows:

1. Rental for land or real property

2. The value of improvements acquired

3. Compensation for ecrons, tombs, structures,
and/or other improvements on the lands acquired,

The écope of compensation and the U.8. Forces nethod of
computation is not coupletely clarified at the present stagea
It is known, howevnr, that the compensation is not equitable,
and the applicatlion of compensation method in each village‘is
not unifori, Therefore, in order to arrive at an equitable
solution, the current compensation should also include the

following:

e Payment for expenses incurred in rebullding
structures, ‘those exp@nses which were, over and. above, uhe
i%" 6 h



" amount previously received from the U.S. Foreces for those STAMDARD OF LIVING OF THR RELOCATED LANDOWNERS

properties, such asy expenses for dwelling units, tombs, wells,

ete. S S ‘ { Former site 3 Yomitan Son, Sobe
b: Payments for building lot rental in relocated Pfésent site i Yomltan Son, Scbe, 6 han
areas; the'sum, over and above that amount received from the . Date of reloecation : 1952
U.8. Forces for lend rentsal of a despossessed. building lot, Date of SUTVGY : Mavch 1955
¢s Payment for loss of sgrieultural income. due ' Number of hous eholds involved in relncation: 61 households
to U.S. land acguisition of agrieultural land, Income from Average number of family involved i 9 persons

riculture land (miaug sgriecultural expenditures) is being bee .
a8 & N e Relocation influenced the farmers livelibood in the followling

ing requested as land rental for agricultural land.
manners

d@u Payment for expenses incurred during reloca-
1. The average acresge farmed was reduced from 0.42

tion, over and above, the amount received from the U.S, Forees
. acres to 0.07 acres.

for these projects, such as, expensas for transportation, re- P
2, Total employment was reduced 67%; from 93 employed

‘ligious rites, loss of employment due to relocation, etc.
persons to 64 persons.

8 Paymont for expenses incurred in resettlomont, 3« The average family's annual incouwe was reduced 63 L7

over and above, the amount recelved from the U.S. Foreces for
: - * from $523.20 to %331 73.

these projects, such as expenses for access roads, eleetrlcity, »
: ) L, The average family's abllity to spend was reduced

73+5%; from $k61.3§ to $339.50.

5. About 10% of the total income was dorived from sales

drainage ditches, etc.
Consideration must also be given to the changlng valua=

tion of land. Land compensation is not equitable unless land
- of prOperties;

value parallels the vicissitudes of the socio~economic changes
. The following is a table of annual income and expenditure

idTOKinawa. o ' v : of an average relocated household prior to and after reloecation.
The economy has suffered serious losses from U.S. acquisi- o .+ Difference in
4 : Income . After percentage
tion of rich agricultural land and established farm facilities, Prior to Relocation Relogation  (prior-10
By compansating the dispossessed landowners equitably these S Iotal . $523.20 La 3
P q o Agricultural 210.72 1}%’79%3
losses can be regalned and a hlgher standard of living, equiva~ Non-agricultural Business 31,37 15,38
5 Salary and Wages o 27H.gz 243 37
‘ )

lent to the nre~relocation level can be attained. L o .Sale of Prperties

w7 o ik - | 8
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Expendlture ) s Difference in | : PROPOSID MRTHODS FOR GOMPUTING RENT

After percentage §
Brior to Relocation Relocation ,&m.}:.:;.QQ%L
, ’ - G L L 5 A« The rent for farmland is the total estimated agricultural
Total ‘ $&%1332 $339s00 . 73.47 i :
Agricultural 5620 A -26+50% ; income minus the total estimated agricultural expenditure,
Non-agricultural Business 0.82 5.6 687.80 . : _ A
Salary and Wage A 12,63 13,18 . 104, % 1. The method for comnu-tinc rental for paddy lande
Household Expenses 390410 298,28 764 ; Lo ‘ | )
Purchase of Propertles : 2,62 727 277¢%8% i ) a. Production:

» ' (1) Paddy land produces 2 crops per years The
f;rst rice crop oecuplies a groater area than the second érop.
The utilization rate of an acre of paddy land averages ap=-
proximately 1.78 times oer year.
' (2) The average production per crop of an acre of
paddy land is 31.38 bushels,

| (3) Therefore, the average annual production of
an acre of »padéy land is 55.86 bushels (31.38 bu, x 1.78)»
be Income:

(1) The average net income per acre of‘rice per‘

erop is equal to $192.21 The estimated income from raising

rice for one crop period,

Income per acre Expenses per acre Net income per

acre
$267.:48 $75.27 3192.21
Breakdown

Income from polished rice . ”Planting expense $6.60

: Amount of polished rice produced 29.10 Fertilizer éxpense $24:49

’ bushelg o i : n
Unit price $8.63 AL Expense for'matériaés )
: SR o Q424
Full amount $251.1k A : Expenses for irrigatlén
. ¢ :,'—; it $0




Iixpense for insect prevention
Q

Inc01e per acre 2.%8 {(ton) Expense for rice polishing

$13.23

Bullding expense g2, 93

Expense for farm implements

Unit price $5.44
Full amount §1 3325

$12,69
Income from rice bran . Wages for hived worker $4.86
income'pér acrs 3220 (bushels) Expense for work satile hired
- $1,39
Unit price $0.81 Ln%erest $Le32
Full amount $2,53 Tax $1.80

Note: Thn average production, 31,35 bushels is for
Lhe raw rice and its manufactured quantity 1s
3:0 percent thereof
(2) The average annual income of an acre of rice
1s therefor $342,13 ($192.21 x 1.73).
¢. Subsidiary income: .

(1) The bykproduct of rlcs eontributes approxinate=
ly $6.12 per acre per annumn to livestock production, (prerlence.
indicates that the by-products of paddy land contributed to 20%
of the total production of livmstOGk, whereas the by-products of
dry farm land contributed about 80%).

ds Total incomes

(1) Total paddy acreage requisitioned is 1,225.91
acres, ‘

(2) Production income plus subsidiary income multi-
plied by the total acreage of paddy land is equal to the total

income from paddy lend or §827,000 ZT$3M2.13 $6.12) x'1, 205.9?”/
L acres/.

2s ;?he”method of. computing rental fbr dry farms.
: ga, In general, sweet potato farming oecunies,z ,2 % of
all dry 1and farming, soybean 10.19%, sugar eane 1. 71% and vege«
' o on -

tables 11,347, ;

(1) S8ueet potatos, sugar cane, soybeans, and
vegetables occﬁpy,»approximately, 93% of the total acreégéiof
cultivated land in Okinawae

(2)  Crops are usually planted in the following

combinationss
Sweet potato ?5»76%
Soybean 10 19@
, Sugar cane’

Vegetables (cabbage) 11,3h%

be The average lncome obtained from the 4 major

erops in listed as follows:

Gross Jdncome ($) Expenses

Sweet potato 239s05 A 60,85
Soybean 126 w16 ©28.13

Sugar cane 12 121.30
Vegetable (eabbage)568.13 U

¢e The income obtained from an acre of averége dry
land farming is $203.73s Income derived Irofm an ac¥e of dry
farm land computed on the basis of the growing habits of the -
Okinawan farmers and the net income derived from those érops is

presented below with ‘appropriate calculations.

Income from ¢rop per Percentage to Percentage

acre (in dollars) of gron (1n___;_gg§1_
Sweet potato 178.20 76476 136,79
Soybean 38 ‘ 10.19 2.99,
Sugar ecane .83 1.71 «27
Cabbage 4,52 s34 : M ' ,
Total 100,00 *203 23/’

de The utilization iéte of an acre of‘df%i

12

Inecne. AccordingA,_ﬂ



[ U —

5

. approximately 1.%6 times per year on the average. The annual

net income obtained from an acre of dry farm land is th refore

w.z,_z csszoss‘ "3 2. 1.46), -

e.‘ Subsidiary income.

(l)-~The ‘by=products of dry land farming codtribute
approylmately &ggag_ per agre per annum to livestock production,
(Bxperience indieates that the by-products of dry farm land
contribute to 80% of the total produetion of 11Vestock, whereas
the by~products of paddy land contribute about 208)s

.fe Total income.

(1) Total dry farm land acreage is 16 317.90 acres,

(2) Production income plus subsidiary income
multiplied by the total acreage’ ofcdry farm land is equal to
the total incoms thainable from dry farm land or $5,g58,oo

[7829745  §24.00) X 16,317.90 acves 7

Bs The rent for non@farming land 1is equal to the amount com-
puted- in accordance wlth the rental rate of neighbggéggééimilar
land, orfé% of the estimated sales price of similar‘iand;‘

1. The total compensation requested for 22,520,18 acres
of nonfggricﬁlﬁural land is $1,982,023.67.
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Upland

" Building lot

Forest land
R,nge land
zwmomwwmbmonm,wwwm
Land for Public use

Salt farm

Tomb land

Pond
Reservior
Shrine

Protection Forest

- Qthers

onmtwwsm oosvmsmm&wou fo
result of Relocation

Classification

Total

Crops

eummmw“voavoo

uwsww wmmm or Mulberry trees

Qoaﬁwsmmwwos ammmuawam fishery

wnwwmwnm ou improvements

Compensation for removal

(ineluding Hmwwwwon rites)

Compensation for" mcmsmosamna
of meSMsm

Land mwmmvcmmwma AHomwv

Lang oos<mwﬂmm into roads

Remaining and mmuownwsm
ﬁwowmwﬁﬁ

res . cre

- 10,063.99

17,543.81
1,225.91
16,317.90
22,520.18
1,660,38
1%,000,72
3,520.32
83.11
146,18

_ 9483
369.37
17.85

33.25.

23,68
189.17
,,K.fw(.o wN
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1

2

(=1}

Rental per
acre.

526 .87
3%.90
22.21

234486

145.75

2,758.50 |

130.82
61.22
61.22.

271.33

113.91

153.30

re)

98,68

439.63

wmnwmw or amount of

5, mN. 2,183 34
 426,666.67
5,245,516.67
1,982,02
875,309,00
488,583.33
92,779+17
19,525.00
21,300,00
27,07%,25
48,316.67
1,092.75
2,035.83
6,425,00
21,550.00
378,041.67

r Properties other than Land and Expenses incurred as the

Rental or maomnw of

220,492.67'
1,204, 4446
© 143,807.12
2,105,647,12"
5,825,225.07
62,89%.22

487,387, 56
L, 502,223.13

695.23



'possession of certain real estate needed by the Army of Oc-

Statement by Mr. Saneo Makiya
Director of the Department of Lsgal Affalrs .
Government of the Ryukyu Islands i

Honorable Chairman Priece and Menbers of the Armed Services

Committée of the House of Representativess - ' .

Since the landing on Okinawa in April 1945, the Armed
Forces of the. United States have requisitioned and taken

cupatlion. : . ' b

It was legally recognized before the effective date of i f

the Japanese Peace Ireaty that the United States could take f
possession of real estate in Okinawa under the rules of Land

Warfare, and the prov1sions of the Regulations Respecting

" the Laws and Customs of War on Land of the Hague Convention.

However, concurrently with the conelusion of the Japa-
nese Peace Treaty, the right of this possession to land became

annulled- therefore, it has become necessary to execute a

' iease betwean 1ndividual land owners and the United States

Government. Consequently, Civil Administration Ordinance
number 91, dated 1 Névember 1952, was promulgated. '

By this Ordinance, the Chief Executive of the Government
of the Ryukyu Islands is authorized to execute a lease with
the land owners under s Service Agreement concluded between
the U.S. Government and the Government of the Ryukyu Islands.
The lease contract shall be concluded between both parties
based on mutual agreement. Regerding this contract the

opinions of both parties shall be satisfactorily presented.

1

However, in practioge, under this Ordinance, land ewners '

have not been given a chance to discuss the lease contract

, and vere merely requested to answer either yes or no regard-

, ing the acceptance of the rental appraieal of the’ District

Engineers. Therefore, most of the>land owners refueed to
éxecute a lease conbract under this Ordinanee, and this is
considered reasonable,

Moreovér, the rejection in the execution of this cone
tract meant the application of Land Acquisition Ordinance
number 109, .

Land acquisition by virtue of eminent domaln is a final
and last means and should only be exercised after .any and
all efforts have failed to accomplish the purposes in a free
nation where private property is respected,

CA Ordinance number 91, lacking such an effort of good
will, seems to be an easy.wey for land acquisition by virtue

of the right of eminent domain. For this reason, we request

‘a change to Civil Administration Ordinance number 91 in order
" to give an opportunity to the land owners to express suffie

‘eient ‘opinions,

Civii Administretion Ordinance number 109 was nromulgat-
ed on 3 Anril 1953, This Ordinane is’ called the "Land - Acqui—
sition Grdinance " and is applied against eompulsory acquisi~
tion of private land when 1andoowners refuse to execute a
lease contract. k ,

We are against additional land acquisition; therefore
we. request immediate abolition of this Ordinance which we

believe to be no longer necessarys
2



Civil Admlnistration Proclamation number 26 was promula
gated on 5 December 1953, This Proclamation has confirmed
an lmplied lease for such lands - -oceupled by the Uhited
States on or before the effective date of the Proclamatlon.

This Proclamation, namely, has confirmed the right of
the United States to occupy the lands without the consent of
the ‘land owners concerneo after the effective date of the
Japanese Peace Treaty., ‘

In view of the respect for private properties in peace
time, it 1g a violation of laws to occupy real estate withe
out the legal consent of the land owner concerned.

of course, according to the Japanese Civil Code, the
user shall return the profit earned to the owner, in ease,
the former used the land of the latter without his legal
consent, Nevertheless, the ‘right of use of land is not ‘thus
glven to the user, and the land should be returned to the
ovner,: I believe this is a fact in any country throughout
the world,

Therefore, it is proper that equitable compensation )
should be made to the land owner whose land was used by the
United States Government without legal consent although
this does not entail the right of use.

It is diifieult for us to understand that such an ille-
gal law exists. Moreover, in carrying out this Proclamation,
there are some illegal points, namely, this Proclamation
confirmed the right of use for that land already acquired by
the United States and further ineluded the right of use for

3

the land which had not been in use by the United States
Forces. . i

For example, in the cases of Isahama and Ie Shimeé whico
have left many problems unsettled and which resulted~£fom A
iand acquisition, these lands were not used by the United
States Foreeces just prior to the date of displacement since
they had been osed ty the land owners concerned.

An exanple of misuse of this Proclamation is when the
United States started requisitioning land being used by the
land owners but which it had not actually used, insisting
that the United States had the right to the use of the land
wlthout the legal consent of'the owner,

-Also, some people might insist that this Proclamtion
was promulgated by ioevitable and/or immineht oilitary neces-
saity. 1If this is true, land acquisition should be 11m1ted
to the minimum, and 1t is illegal to confirm the rignt of
use of land which was not being used by the United States.

Furthermore, 1t 1s hard for us to understand‘that*sueh
land which has been. vauired for use by the United States
Forces, 1is being utilized by private business concerns.f

We earnesikly request the abolition of sucn a Proclama-
tion at the earliest possible date and the immediate release
of such land which is not used by the Uhited States Forces.

Nowy I would lilke to mention -about Japanese State and
Prefectural properties, Japanese State and 4refectural

properties are at present ‘under custody of tfa United States

Government in accordance with the provisionsf&f Unites States




Navy Military Government Proclamation number 7; but fhe‘United
States Government has not confirmed the traditionai eustomary
right of the people in these lands.

4 It is clear, due to this faet, that the United States
Government does not take the right of the people into eon~
’sideration when such additional acquisition of land is exer-
cised. This means the violation of the rights of the people
which has been reeogniéed by law in Okinawa. This traditional
right is called "Right of Common" in the Japanese Civil Code,
By this right, people in a certain area are authorized to
control and profit collectively from a certain forestry‘area;
that is, the interest derived from any other people's land

is collectively enjoyed by a certain community.

These rights can be used against a third party without
legal registration in the aporopriate ledger, and- ,nch;a_‘_
right has been recognized in the general forests of Okinawa,
'_iﬁe reason for the establishment of this right was due to
the difficulty of transporting necessary lumber from other
locations because our Okinawa is an isolated 1sland in the
eceans. There;ore, in order to secure a supply offlumbeg
the king of the Ryukyus permitted the local people to utilige
the forests and mountalns which belonged to the Kingdom and
also encouraged reforestation and protection of forests by
the people. This system has been followed by the Japanese _
Government and the right of utilization has been pres erved
even though the ownership was transferred from King of the
i Ryukyus to the Japanese Governmént, This sysyem ie_eg}%ed;

5 A

"An Organization ofjkinchinﬁinboku" (The Oenership beiongs
to the Government, but the right of utilization offvegeﬁe¢:?
tion benefitted the people), ‘

The United States Governuent promulgated 3 Military
Government Proclamdtion regardlng respect for the rights of
property at the time of the landing on Okinewa, and we viewed
this Proclamation with great admiration at the beglnning of

) the occupatlon.

At thls timeggefter more than three years have elapsed’
since the effecti#e defe of the Japanese Peace Treaty, it is
regretful to say that the United States Government is planning
to deny the right possessed by the people vhich we have been
enaoylng since time enjoylng since time immemorlal.

Some people might call this right an antiguated one, but it
is impossible to maintain the SOClal order when the right
recogniged by law is denied because of 1ts antiqui ty. ‘Aleo,
the right is legally recognized as an indispensable one for
the farmere who depend upon the natural economy which is not
adaptable to Lhe development of a commercial econhmy. '

We earnestly expect that the United States Governient
will irespect tnis right with sincerity. '“'_

%The uresont United States Civil Adminlstration Land

. Acquisition Commission, wbich was established as an organ
'f r'hearing appeals . of land ownsrs for adjustment of ccmpens

;»sation, hae 1lncluded no member who is well vauainted with
{

y

conditions whlch are peculiar to Okinava.' It 1s sincerely

‘aFequested that one or more Ryukyuan members be 1ncluded in

iorder to'decide the anéeals equitably.

{ s



I have previously mentioned many things, but nmy peint
is that the United States Government should show its sincer1~
ty by respecting priVate property.

Therefore, I would 1ike to request that your Government
make clear its p031twon concerning respect of prlvaﬁe property,
not only verbally but legally,.

And also, I request that your Govecnment show its respect
for private property as a fundamental right of free nations
and give us an opportualty to enaoy our livelihood. » .

' I am going to close ny explanation anticipating your .

sincere eaneration and sympathetic consideration, Tﬂank you.

no Statement by Choko Kuwae '
Chairman of the Pederation of SHI~CHO=-SON
(City-Town~Village) Military Land Committees
2% Octobéer 1955

Honorable: Chairman Price and Members of the Armed Serv;ce
Committee, I wish to give you an explanation of the unreason=-
able and ineqeitable'values at whieh the Distriet Engineer
has appraised the land requisitioned by the military by furnish«
ing you with some information of actual cases, i

1. The 509 relocated households in Yoceku-Son are paying‘
an anaval rental of ¥55,03 per tsubo whereas they receive only

¥5.41 per year for land requisitoned by the miditary. In

_ other words, with the land rentals received from an acre of

military requisitioned lang, the landowners can only secure
0.11% of an acre from other landowners.

2. " The rental pald for the land which is being used by
the Okinawa Housipg Corporation for providing houSiog for
military personnel at Ginowan-Son, Oyama, is ¥73,%50,{$612.08)
per acre per year; however, the rental received for adjacent
land on which the Ryukkyus Army Hospital is located is ¥6 ,243.26
($52. 03) per acre, which is only on twelfth of that paid by
the Okinawa Housing Corporation.

3. Similar to this, based upon free private contracts
established between Amerieans and the landowners, the Americans
who llve in this same ares are paying from ¥73,450 ($612) to
¥146,900 ($1,224,17) per acre per year, however, the annual
rental £6r neighboring military requisitioned land 1s only
between ¥6,243.26 ($32.03) to “9,915 78 ($82.63).

1
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%, The lands at Futenma, which the USCAR Propert‘j

Custodian Office 1s administering, are rented to the Okinawans

in the name of United States Government. The annual rental

is ¥73,450 ($612) per acre, however, for the militery requisi-

tioned land which is just adjacent %o this same land, the
rental paid by the Uhited States Government is only ¥9,9l5.78
($82.63),

I believe that it is quite unjust. for the Ameriean
Goverament to charge high rental to the 0kinawans and at the
same time pay them lower rentals, ) .

5. UWhen compared with other land rentals, the much low-
er rentals of the military reqﬁisitioned lands have decreased
the income of the landowners considerably, and moreover,

these landovmers are facing a double hardship_owingito the

" much higher rentals which they must pay between the Okinawans

themselves. This is driving the dispossessed 1andowners to
a destitute living status. Thus, social failures among the
dispossessed landowners are created, which ¢an be seen 1n the
crim rate. Rhe rate of crime among the people who have been
dispossessed from their lands is 5.35%, which is twlce as
much as that of 2.27% for the people who have nolf had their
lands requisitioned. ,

6. For ten years since the termination of the war, the
U.S. Forces have ‘Tequlsitioned the lands and have provided ’

no substitute land for the dispossessed landowners. No effort

has been made to guarantee employment of these people nor have

any provisions been made for resettlement of the dlspossessed

2 .

by the extensive application of such provisions as Public

Lav 203 - 83d Congress,‘“ror the relief of certain refugees,
and orphans and the other purposes"s Thus, they are not
only without their ownlands in whieh they ean dwell at ease,
but they also are not able to secure credit from banks be- -
cause lands which have beee requisitioned are not accepted
as seeurify for loans. We now ﬁave'many.marmers who'used
to be more than average farmers before the war, but_who noy
have fallen into the category of being unemplojed or. who
cannot even get a job as a day laborer, '

7o The current rentals for the military lands have -
been determineq one=-gidely by the District Engineer without.
any negotiation-with:either the Government of the Ryukyn
Islands or the landowners. 9Since the existing Proclamations
and Ordinances provide for only the powers and procedures .
of land requisitioning for the United States Military Forces
and make no substantial provisions regarding the rights of
the landowners, there has been no oppor%unity given for ad-
Justment between both sides prior to the- compiilsory acquisi-
tion, and landowmers have bgen foreed to leave their. lands
which are requisitioned no matter how disagreeable it is to
accept the cheap rentals, apnd they are only allowed a chance
for an appeal. ' o

Now I will mention the reasons why we)object to the pro-
posed lump-sum payment of rentals through a long-term easement
which absolutely can not be accepted in Oklnawas

l. One of the reasons stated by the United States

. Army for the proposed lump-sum payment is that it 1svto,help

3



the dispossessed landowners raise the funde'ﬁeeded to reset-
tle in other lands and . to rebulld thelr means of liveliﬁOOd.
However, vhile there are 50,000 households of dispossessed
landowners, the room for further resettlement located in
Yaeyama and Okinawa is so small that it will only accommodate
2,000 households, Furthermore, there 1s very little aeable
land for sale, and even 1f there is some, it is scattered
in small parcels far apart from each other. Therefore, it
1s impossible to obtain complete substitute lanmi. The'farmers,
who are generally lacking in ability and experience in non=-
agricultural fields, will as a matter of course, face dif=-
ficulties in starting new businesses smong keen competition.
In addition, in Okinawa with an underdeveloped economj there
are few business enterprises in which to invest or to be
employed., 'Therefore, it 1s more than likely that monei ob-
tained by a.ldmgeum payment will be wasted .An everyday sub-
sistence rather than being used asceapltal for resettlement
or starting substitute businesses. '

-The second reason mentioneo by the United States
Army 1is that the lump~-sum payment is less expensive than the
annual rental " payment. ‘What is less expensive for the payer
means also less payment for the payass« This ‘1s nothingrbut

a unilateral -and one~sided way of thinking without any respect
being shown for 1andowners. |

Se lhe third reason i1s that annual payment wil,q‘ause

'repetition of the disoussion on the equitability of*: th Erental

and the eontinued doubto therein. _However, the cdppleints:a

: -

resulting from.the’difficult-living of the landowners who

w0uld waste the allotted sum will be stronger than that under
annual payment and 1t is rather to avold the soclal uneasi—)
ness which is expeeted to be caused by the lump-sum payment._

% ‘The proposed amount of rental by U.S. Aramy. 1s un-
reesonably low because it was based on the Distriet Eng;neer
eppraieel which has.made a funﬂamental mistake so that. the
proposed rentel 1s‘oot favorably considered by 1andowners.

| 5e 'In'Ckina&e,.iend truly represents family inheri-
tance -~ the[benefit'of which should be equally enjoyed by
the descenaantsf Its loss in one generation in return for
cash 1is conéidered'to be_praetieelly a gross betrayal of trust
to the*familyvline. in'Okinawa, there is no precadent for.
such lump<sum payment, and it is considered to be similar to
the purchase of lands If the easement is purehased the
ownership of land becomes meaningless, ‘

6. For Okinawans, land is the resting place of thef
soul and refléots a man's eharacter. Even those who have
migrated to North Amerioan and Hawaii, do not want tozall
thélr land but keep it for their families.

7 Originally, Okinawan landowners on an average pos=

sessed appro Mmately ore acre of land has been aequiredf_'

new enterprise nor to purchase land.f Thus, the proposed.lump-




elther the economic-soclal status in Okinawa or the feeling
of the landowners, It is, therefore, strongly requested
that ‘equitable rental be pald year by yégr.

8. Tne U.S. Government states that it is not in the
position to compensate the losses inflicted upon the lands
and othe? properties prior to the Japanese Peace Treaty which
took effect starting April 28 of 1952, even though such los-
ses. were cauégd by Military base construction.> In fact,
however, the losses which were inflicted upon personal proper-
t& by the work of base construction during the period of
seven years 1945 to 1952 are great. In Japan all personal
losses after the cease fire have been sufficiently compensate
ed. Since the U.S. Government exercises the judicial,llegis-
lative and a@ministrative povers over the Ryukyus,.inc;uding
diplomatic authority, and if the U.S. Government is not going
to compensate for such damage, we beleive the Japanese §0vern-
ment should be held responsible for compensation of sucﬁ losses.
Therefore, we request that the U.S. Government would request

the Japanese Government fp take appropriate aection in this

matter,

Statement by Chojyo Oyama
Chairman, Speclal Land Committee of the ILegislature,.
éovernment of the Ryukyu Islands -
2% October 1955 :

Honorable Chairman Priee and members of the House Armed
Services Committeec:
. Among the four principles concerning the'land'problem,

~- I wish to express the requests of the people as to‘ﬂthe‘ﬁrob-

lem, I wish tO'express the requests of the people as to "the
problem of land acquisition® as well as "the release of unus-
ed lands" whiqh has an especial great effect upon the lives
of the people.

At present, 12.7 per cent of the total area of Okinawa
or 40,000 acres is now used for military purposes. Out of
this 447 is arable Yahd. Over 50,000 farmers have lost their
lands and are obliged to find their jobs in other places.
Farmers at the present time are securing less rental from the
Milltary whlle they are paying more in tﬁe area to which they
have been displaced and such a contradictory status is tortur-
ing the farmeré; Hovever, a matter which is more important
is'that these farmers, who have throughout their lives only
been farmers, are now forced into a competitive world whére
they cannot meet the situation, this 1s much more of a torture
to themn,

For you who have come to Okinawa for the first time, it
may be that you have no idea how many farmers have been forc-
ed away from their occupation of farming and have been destresg-

sed by instability in 1iv;ng up to this date. But later when
1



i
)

you teke a look at tﬁé evaduated villages, especially I¢ Shima
and Isahama and 1nspect in detail what type of house they llve
in and what kind of food they eat, youn may be able to have some

L 1dea about their situation as a whole,

Year after year, these evacuated villages are gettlng nore
impoverished, This 1ndlcates nothing but. how great the acqulisi~=
tion of iand has affected the future lives of the people.

Névertheless, according to plans at this time, 1t is said

" that the land of 12,000 acres will be additionally requisitioned
’ for the use of the Marine Corps and a survny coverlng anfarea

 of about no 000 acres has ‘taken place since the ead of J ulys

¢ k00 . anxious to sleep enough at night after they
have “heard of the requisition of their farm land and forests,

the only places which they can rely upon.
The farmers who have little opportunity for employment

little knowledge and - little ski1l for changing their occupa-
" tion to that of another, ¢an hardly imaglne how in the future

they;can muke a living after having been deprived of . their-

 lands It is no wonder that the people who have observed whatf

‘a miserabie life those evacuated farmers have live nourish

a fathomless fear about land acquisition,

Slnee we have been observing the Military it seems that
they are lnsisting mainly upon strategib purposes and are not
glving nuch concern for the,Okinawan‘sAlivelihood. The M1li-
tary emphasizes not only tﬁé land wsed for military pﬁrpgses
but also ihelqdes such things as barracks and entertainment
facllities such as golf courses for servicemen and cilvilians.

2
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Hence, the Military has not vet accepted the minimum and

 modest reqaest of the pw:p]:a uho want to maintain their lives.

The ground the military always stands on is that there is no
law: for 1t and no budget for it. It 1s, however, considered
that there is no TGBSOHiﬂ? that the lives of +he people may
be igaored because of the 1ack of a budget, The people have
never proposed improper requestsc Their requests ﬁave;béen
80 resetved that they eannot bear:domparisbﬁ with £ho§é of
Japan.

The people make these minimum requests that they can
malatain thele lives for days to come. _

However, -1f they do not do as they. are told, the Military
attacks them by saying that they are not cooperative, that
they sppeal improperly, or that they are agitated by commu-
nists. This is é matter of sincere regret'for the people
who have shown their cooperative attitude to the militzary
bearing much sacrifice up to date.. In the long run, they
may either obey the militsry with tears, or they may refuse
the demands of the milibary unless they are guaranteed in
their living. In this ;atter event, -compulsory expropria-
tion is exercised by the force of arms. .I will cite a few
examples} The first is the issue of Isahamég‘

Isahana, Ginowan-son is a small village located in the
middle part-of Okinawa, In July, 1954, an ordér’prohibiting
the planting . or'aquatic rice was given which afféc»ed ‘the
110 acres of the paddy fields around this settlement.

The reason was that mosquitos would appear carrying encaph

3



alitls. But, this land is the granary as well as the staff

of life not only of Isahama bﬁ% of neighboring Kiyuna, Ara-

N gusuku and Ani&a the toﬁal population of which is more than

2,300 with 500 households. If they lose their land they will

lose their measns of 1iviﬁg, too. LSothey petitioned for the

’}evbcation of -the order, insisting that they would prevent
such. mosquitos from appearing. However, the Military then

' éavé another order asking them to evacuate from the site,

Presuning that this well-cultivated paddy fields would be

turned into 1ahd covered with sand and stone, the people

never felf théy could leave their land at any risk, Thgre-

fore, the people have desperately petitioned that spmévmeasure

be taken. Yet, the military would not listen to them, In~-

stead, the Military hotly urged them to leave thers whéther

they were willing or not, for the military plag could not

be modified. At last, the people sald they could move if

they were compeansated. After several negotiations, they

were able to receive it but the amount was .too small for neces-

sary recoastruetion. Well, they can live somehow, because

they have received 50% of the cur“ent price for compensation

ises and 0ld lumber supplied by the Military. It

; 1s also said shat the: militarj will furnish them with provi-

1 slons for 20 ays. But, how will they maintaln thelr living

o thereafter? Now, they haveneitner ‘paddy’ field nor - farm to

till. And Je there is no room for ofher vocatlons to be

. substituted fo ffarming.' They have no choice but fofbe be~ 

‘é\wildered after they have :consumed their provisions o
L

Such being the case, the peoplé have firmly appealed for
security of subsistence.

But the military rejected thelr appeal saying that
there was neither budget nor law covering the matter, Thus,
eompulsory land acquisition came into practice. The sight
of the compulsory acquisition was a fearful one, which did
not appear democratic, Bulldozers and eranes destroyed
fields being guarded by armed soldiers. In such a stormy
atmosphere, the villagers were compelled to remove themselves,
Having withessed such a pathetic scene, we cannot help fallw
ing into sorrowful emotion. We believed that after the Peace
Treaty, the state of occupatlon should be over and huasn
rights as well as the personalities of the people should be
highly respected, However, it 1s our deep impression that
the state of occupation is st1ll going on in Okinawa. There
are some officers who say, "You were defeated, so it is up to
us to keep you alive or to ﬁill you."* Of course, we do not
think this is the general idea of the U.8. Governmsnte Howe
ever, we fesl regretful to hear similar words from time to
time, A '

As for the issue of Ie Shima, the situation was worse.
Houses were plowed up by bulldozers or set aiire. The people
were disappointed and accommodated in tents temporarily built.
From March up to this date, they have lived mlserably in those
tentss Villagers whose water tanks wers destroyed are so hard
up for elean drinking water that they have to find and uge
roadside puddles. So their petitlioning party built up a hut

near the Government Building to appeal their hard situations
‘ 5



There are some flags and placards-there.
_e A: varlous times and places, they have reported thelr

actual status and they are looking to the people for assise
' tance‘ Uhenever Okinawan farmers face such disastrous in-
stances, they are keenly touched by the fearfulness of the
eenpulsoryyaequisition. If they remove themselves as order~
ed by theeMififeryg they meet the same destiny sooner op
later, Therefo;e,,once their land 1s judged %o be the ex-
pected ‘site fe#'expropriation, they feel more dead than
aliveo' o !

Thus, we doubt vhether it isa woll-advised action or not
for America to carry out her policy forcibly, Now that
America’ 1s a leader of the free nations at least, we think
it natural that she should leave the last freedom to the
Okinawan’people.

Even those lands for which the notice of acquisition

has been\given‘lately are the last lands upon which the

people can de end.

ot
,,,,,

We wish that you will
deliber%te on this mateer, in- recognition of the actual state

of the peopleajso as not to cause “them additional sacrifice.

59 land is linited.

| becausel> A§ present there are not a
few parcels in the area occupied by the military which are
Prob bly, you will see these . parcels‘

We also wieh that the mili-

not actually used.
' ' nake an 1n5pect16nfirip;
tary wou&d release these unused parcels to the villagers who

waut the land rather than holding the same parcels of land
; S 6 :

If these lands are taken, the people will

for no other purpose.
high-storied bulldings, in order to minimize the requirement
of lands, instead of onenstoried buildings novw used and that
it then release those 1ands thus: reduced; ‘ o ‘

The above-mentioned are the requests of the peuple.
However, there is nothing more threeteningvthan the-additios
nald acquisition of new lands, whic#ygreatly affects the
lives of the people. 9o it is the stfbngest request of the
people that the plan to acquire new lands bé suspended. I
desire that this request be fully considered in congress so
that the same may be realized, . :

-It is desired that the military build ,

“I hereby express my hearty appreciation to you who have

come all the way to make a close inspection of the actual

state of the people on this land. Having riade some réquests
en behalf of the pedple, I want to close ‘my speechs

Thank you very much.




Statement by Shusel Higa ‘
-Chalrman of the MaKors Couneil Land Committee
October 1955

Honorable Ghairman Price and Members of the _Armed Services
Committees ' ,

I have been dealing with the 1and problem since its in-
ception. Whenever a problem has occurred J.mmediate action
‘was taken to seek a solution, and we have asked for what
should be requested. Some of the problems for which we made
requests havebalready existed for three jears and still re=
main unsolved. I woqld like to take this opportunity to
present for your consideration some of these cases for
earliest solution.

1. There exists land which was acquired by the
Military before the Peace Treaty with Japan and which hag
been used without rental payment. Such land is itemized as
followss

as Land for GARIOA facilities (20,378 tsubo).

The Machinato Power Plént in Urasoe-Son was
erected by the Military and the rental for the land must be
pald but it is not.

be Tand for U.S. State Depactment facilities
(62,622 tsubo). ‘ o

. The area acquired for the radio ‘station locat-

ed in Kunigami and Onna—Son comes under this category and

there exlists also a similar area 1n Hamakawa, Chatan-Son, The

1andowners of these areas have severalAtimes made requests

1

for payment of rental but no payment has been made,
ce Land for American private companies.

The areao, which are presently used by the Coca—
Cola Plant in Urasoe~Son, American commcercial firms in
Shimabuku, Urasoe~Son and Caltex 0il Company in Orokﬁ—Son,
all of which seem to have no direct relationship with the
Military, are classified as Military land. <The rental for
these areas has not been paid. .

d. Land for District Engineer Contractors (56,511 tsubo).

The areas, which are presently used by Military
construction contractors located in Kadena and Urasoe~son, are
situated within Military acquired land, however no rental
for sueh areas has been paid,

. Land for GARIOA roads.

The rentai for the area used for GARIOA roads with-
in the Military requisitioned area has been paid, but the
rental for the land where the roads run through released
areas has not been paid,

2. Now I want to discuss elaims for restoration to
original status or compensation for expenses for restoration.
I% must be the principle to restore 1and which has
been used to its original status when the Militery land is
released to the lanﬂéwners. However, even though 1an&owners
of released land have requested restoration of their land to
its original status or compensation'for the expenses of

restoration, no payment 6f compensation has been made, ‘For

2
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klinstance, land which was used as gquarries by the Military

has been completely dest}oyed and ruined; areas from which

the Military excavated sand to be used for Military.construc-

tion have become pondsj and lands upon which sand and/or
“gravel has been ‘placed ‘have become unfit for cultivation.

" The’ compensation for.restoration for these lands must_be

paid, however no compensation has been paid. This type of

‘ destroyed‘or‘ruined land amounts to 876,613 tsubo and is

located in Sunabe, Chatan-Son; Taba, Gushikawa-Son; Sobe,
Yomitan-Son; and in four other sons.

" 3e I wéuld like now to mention briefly about compeh-
satiénﬁfof‘land whiclk has disappeared.

_ Né'compensation has been made for that land which was
located at Naha Port, which is being used by the Military
and whiéh’losﬁ its original status because of dredging and
expension of the Port.

ﬂgfﬁNéxt I have an item regarding compensation for claims

which ghbuld be pald and compensation for improvements to land.

as, To rental has been paid f£or lanls which werse not

listed~ éhch as in Kadena~Son and in other nine sons, amount-

ing to #68 2730 bsubo.

78 houses (Kadena-son, Naha
City, Motobu-cho and Goelku~son)

.. Tombs g - 693 tombs (located in Ginowan-
RN - son, Naha Clty, Chatan-son,
Y Yamitan-son an Oroku-son)
] ‘

"jﬂ Crops o .= 90,426 tsubo (Ginowaa~son and
b = ' - OLOku‘SOH) i

Wells = 20 wells (Chatan-son)
Trees - 295,315 tsubo (kin-son)
be The- foregoing improvements on land have been
damaged by Military construction or maneuvers, However, no
compensatlon has been granted.
Here are‘matters requesteds
8+ ©Since the land used by Aamerican private companies
within the Militar& acquired land and the Military construc-
tion contractors, including a Japanese coatractor at Awase,
Misato-son, hévé no direct connection with the Military, it

is-earnestlylrequested that this land will be released as

‘soon as possible and that 1t will be rented on a direct lease

contract basis with the landowners. _

be. The rental for land in such an area as Mizﬁgama,
Kadena-son where sand and stone has been excavated by the
Military thereby changing entirely the area into ponds or
sea are being pald on the basis of the elaééifieation‘and
grades existing before bhe Militérj acquisition. However, since
it is the priuciple of land lease not to destroy the o?iginal
status, such land 1n Mizugama, Kadena-son and Awase, Misato~
son which was destroyed completely and lost its original
status must be compensated on the basis of the amount of
sand and stone removed together with the rental payment;

¢. Since drainage ditches were cut off by the con-
struction of the M'litary roads, villages and farm land are

suffering serlous damage through floods. It is requested that

substitute drainage ditches be opened. There exist ﬁény

%



areas like this along Highway No. 13 between Yonabaru and

Avase.

2 de Vo request‘that recreation grounds’ such as golf
‘1inke be moved to grazing land which is not suitable for cul-
‘tivationa Since the golf links which are establiehed near
'RYCQH and in Sunabe, Chatan-son are on the most productive
ferm land, wejrequest their being move to anoth:r place.

- 5o Finaily I wish to take up the request for compensa=-
tion. Iéﬂthis statement "damage" means that whlch is related
fo military requisitioned land.

as Sioce the source of water was stopped by the Milita-
‘ry, paddy 1aﬁ& has become unfit for its nature and the people
have suffered from lack of drining water, we request compen—
sation for these damages be pald.

be The seawall was destroyed because of excavation of
sand by the Military and farm crops are suffering damages from
sea wabter, we request compensation for these damages 59 pald.

ce On some released land in the viecinity of a military
installation 1t is prohibited to build houses and install
electric facilities, we request compensation for damages caus-
ad b§ this restraint of the right of use. The following are
examples; Electric facilities in Ginowan~son and building
"prohibition in the traffic civecle, Kadena~son.

' d. It 1s reguested that cowpensation for damage caused

by acquisition of fishing ground at Omine Oroku-son by the
Military be paid.

45peaker 0

‘f'tatement by Mr. Kunihiro Ohama :
Iegislature, Government of the Ryuky
,h Ootober 1955 S /

ness to itself in various ways for the last ten year» since the

end of the war, or four years since the conclusion of the

Peace Treaty. N b‘;,a
Although we have been striving to .solve the probiem-

selzing appronriate opportunities available by expressing the

request of the people, the problem still remalns unseitled
for this long perlod. There may be varied reasons for it.

But, I think that uhe greatest cause may bhe that the,actual

state of the- peop]e has not been fully comprehended be

American side.- It seems that, even when this is comprehended

by the military otationed here,. sometimes the militarv’is

unable to suffic:ently nrotect the rlghto of the peopl iafter
it is bound by the 1imit of the law and budget which »ave

glready been decided by Congress.. To overcone these dif»

ficulties, we once sent our delegates to Congress. Fortunately,

ticipate in this public hearing held by the party..,vfi

glad to have had- this golden apportunity from which we expect
1



the Problem of military requisitioned land will be basically

éettled which iénthe hardest problem we have ever confronted
on. this island.

' It 1s my-sincere request that each of your honorable
members givé full consideration Ho the hearty petitioﬁé of
thé pe0ple so that they may be materlalized. I also wish
that you strive to solve many other problems in Congreés
concerning the budget and others, for the OkinZwan people.

I again thank you for your having listened enthuéiastica1~
ly to the volces of the people. Thank you very muchi
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