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Current Status and Issues of Disaster and Prevention
in Public High Schools

: Tsunami Protection Measures of High Schools in Okinawa

Toshihiro SHIMOJI, Minoru TAWADA

Abstract
Purpose of the Study: The authors report the result of the status guo and the issues of disaster
and the prevention in public high schools in Okinawa.
Design and Methods: The authors carried out the survey by mail about the status guo and
the issues of disaster and the prevention to 60 prefectural high school principals in Okinawa.
Respondents (N=55) completed the survey that included questions about the above the sea level,
the types of the programs on Tsunami protection measures, and the status guo, the issues of their
high schools.
Results: Eleven high schools (20%) were 5 meters or below above the sea level and 16 schools
Thirty-three high schools have done the
tsunami drills, and the types of programs were mainly categorized into four: the drills with

(29.1%) were 10 meters or below above the sea level.

students and teaching staff, the drills with schools and communities, the tabletop exercises, the
drills only students wearing their clothes. Issues were categorized into three: beyond thinking
about tsunami disaster in Okinawa, difficulty to have time for Tsunami protection drills, and no
writtten materials for drills.

Implications: Tsunami disaster is unexpected for many principals. However, there are many
earthquakes around Okinawa and the disaster will come without notice or in a short time.
Therefore, schools in Okinawa should prepare for Tsunami disaster and conduct the drills for

Tsunami as soon as possible to save students’ lives.
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