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Abstract. The wish to know the Universe and understand the natural processes that surround us have
contributed to the evolution of the field of astronomy and astronautics. This continuous pursuit for 
knowledge is usually done by engaging in new fascinating challenges. Latin American countries with a
very limited experience in the field have made a strong effort to promote science in children and young
adults. The development of OLAA has been one of the major transformations and big challenges for the future
of the region. 

1. Introduction of the Program

The Latin American Astronomy and 
Astronautics Olympiad (OLAA) is an event that 
gathers middle school teams composed by both
students and teachers from several Latin 
American countries. Every team participates in 
activities that test their knowledge of astronomy 
and promotes a cultural exchange between the 
participants and the local community as well.  
OLAA aims to encourage young people in Latin 
America to study astronomy, astronautics and 
related sciences; it is not a simple contest of 
knowledge. Teams must demonstrate 
different abilities which not only promote the 
exchange of activities but also promote the 
exchange of knowledge and the development of a 
peaceful spirit which allows the coexistence among 
the participants during the days of the 
competition. This skills are displayed when 
participants develop their activities with honor, 
discipline, humility and cooperation among 
them. They must receive support from 
different fan associations and / or students 
which engage a whole community to provide the 
tools such as the construction of 
Observatories, Science Museums, Planetariums, 
etc., that are necessary to develop the event in the 
participating countries.

OLAA is carried out by the Council of 
Member Countries, including Argentina, Brazil, 
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru and Uruguay (OLAA 
GROUP). The first OLAA took place in 2009 in 
Brazil, during the International Year of Astronomy. 
Since then it has been developed annually, twice 
in Brazil, twice in Colombia, and once in 
Argentina, Bolivia, Uruguay and last time in Chile, 
from  October,  8th  to  14th 
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2017, where participants had the opportunity to visit 
one of the largest astronomical 
observatories in the world in Cerro Paranal. In 2018
the contest will be held in Paraguay, 2019 in 
Mexico and 2020 in Ecuador. In order to 
participate in OLAA, students must compete in the 
national Olympiads in each of their home 
countries. These countries aim to have astronomy 
formally taugth in Latin American schools and
agreed to promote and execute programs for the
development of the scientific field. In nine years, 
OLAA has come a long way and impacted the 
participating countries. Astronomy has reached a 
good level of popularity in various Latin
American countries that has allowed the training
of students and teachers, allowing the community
to be in touch with scientists that train them in
various astronomical topics. 

2. Conclusions

Due to the significant growth of OLAA in these 
past 10 years of existence, the moment of
pursuing a goal which let us being recognized in 
the astronomical field has turned up. For this, 
OLAA is in a process of restructuring, 
consolidating, updating contents and regulating 
the program so that we get the support and 
approval of astronomical entities worldwide in 
order to maintain and improve our own goals.  
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Stargazing Workshop by University Students in Okinawa
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Abstract. Okinawa Prefecture has a beautiful southern starry sky. We visited two isolated islands in Okinawa 
Prefecture and held a stargazing workshop in order to give a chance to people in the region to realize the charm 
of a starry sky and learn about astronomy. We guided them, not only through the starry sky, but also giving 
insights of the local culture in connection with stars and constellations.

1. Introduction
The isolated island areas in Okinawa 

Prefecture, southwest Japan, have an amazing 
starry sky with little light pollution. This is 
advantageous to astronomy education in the sense 
that we can find various "natural" teaching 
materials (such as stars, planets, constellations, 
etc.). On the other hand, and since there are no 
universities in these areas, there are very little 
opportunities for school kids; junior and senior
high school students, to communicate with 
university students and to learn about stars, 
constellations and the Universe in general.

Furthermore, in recent years, universities 
are required to contribute to the local 
community. Therefore, the authors started a 
community building project named “Okinawa 
Space School”, and in 2017, visited two isolated 
islands holding a stargazing workshop for the 
residents, mainly for school students.

2. Method
2.1. University COC program “Chura Pro”

"Chura Pro" is a project in which the 
students of University of the Ryukyus go to a local 
community and collaborate with the local people for 
community building by discovering problems 
and solving it independently. 

This project was implemented under 
the universities’ COC (Center Of Community) 
program funded by the Japanese government.

2.2. Stargazing workshop“Okinawa Space School”
Curriculum 
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1. Story of Space and Astronomy (indoors)
2. Talk about Okinawa folklore based on stars
3．In case of good weather: Workshop of 
Astronomical observation (outdoors).

 In case of bad weather: Quizzes about "Space
and Astronomy", learn to operate an astronomical
telescope.

3. Result
We could provide an opportunity of exchange 

between university students and remote island 
children. 
The students were able to learn more about the area 
through planning and implementing the classes in 
collaboration with the local people.
The authors got an opportunity to think deeply about 
local issues.
The school had a lot of echoes and was asked for 
continuation

4. Discussion
If we can organize this flow of the implementation 

of the class as one model and  advance it to the flow 
of University → Local government → Country → 
World flow, we can contribute to astronomy 
education.

5. Future Work
1. Move form a student-based project to a

community-based project.
2. Make a contrivance that students go to the

local community.
3. Development of an evaluation method.
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