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SECRET
(August 23, 1969)
Draft Joint Commuﬁique
i. The Prime Minister and the President had a broad

exchange of views on Japan~U.S8. relations as well as on

the respective positiomns of the ;ﬂo countries in the presént
international situation. The President expressed thé deep
intefést of his Government and his own in Asia and statgd
kis belief that Japan and the United States should cooberate
in contributing fo the peaﬁg;and prosperity of the region.
Tﬁe Prime Minister, éppreci;ting the view of the President,
made it clear that Japan would make further active con-
tributions befitting her capabilities to the peace and
prosberity of Asia.

2. The- Prime Minister and the President exchanged frank
views on the recent‘internafional sitwation, with particular
attention to developments in the Far East. The Prime
Minister expresséd‘his recognition that, in the light of

the present situation, the presence of U.S, forces in the
Far East constituted s mainstay for the stability of the
area, Thé President, while emphasizing that the countries
in the area were exﬁected to make their own efforts for

the stability of Asia, gaﬁe assurancéf:;e United States

wounld continue to contribute to the maintehgnce of inter-

national peace and security in the Far E£ast by honoring



its treaty obligﬂtiong for defense of countries in the area.
3. The Prime Miniéter,and the President noted the
continuing tension over the ﬁoréan peninsula.l The Prime
Minister highlf appreciated the peace~keeping efforts of
the United Nafions in the area and stated that the security
of the Republic of Korea was eééential to Japan'’s own
security. Referring to the accelerated development of
nuclear arsenal by Commuﬁist China, the President expressed
his conecern over the future trends o§ its foreign polisy.
The Pr&me Minister and the President #hared the hope that
6ommunist,8hina would e#entually assume & more cooperative
externél posture. The President, however, recalled that
Communist China hKad so far refused to join with the United
States in a mutual renunciation of the threat or use of
force in the Taiwan area, and referred to the treaty
commitment of his countryrfo the Republic of China. The
Prime Mimister expressed his full understanding of the
position of the United Statés and stated that the Japanese
' Goiernmént also continued to view the situation in the
Taiwaﬁ area with ¢lose attention and cencern, The Presidenf
described the earnest efforts made by the United States for

a peaceful and just settlement of the Vietnam problem.



Thé Prime Minister expEess@d his eesrnest hope for & sub-
stant;al progress towards that ead. He further stated that
Japan was exploring what role she could piay in bringing
about stahility ahd‘reconstructibn'in the inHOAChina'area;
4, In the llght of thEII evaluatlun of the s:tuatlon

jand the prospects in the Far East ‘the Prime Minister and

- the Pres1dent hlghly valued the role played by the Treaty
of Mutual Gooperatlon and Securlty in maintaining the peace
.and 5ecur1ty of the Far East, inecluding Japan, and mutually
affzrmed the 1ntent10n of the two Governments to maintain
 firmly thg Treaty on the basis of mutual trust and the
,;ommp# evéluafipﬁ of the international situation. They
_fu;t#ér agréeﬁ thét‘the two Governments should maintain
closer.ana cnnsiant contact with each other on matters
affect1ng the pease and securlty of the Far East, and on
the 1mplementat10n of the Treaty of Mutual Cooperatien and
Securlty.

Je The P?iﬁe Minister emphasized his view that the time
had come to respond to the strong desire of the people of
Japan proper and 0k1nawa to have the administrative rlghts
.overI0k1nawa returned to Japan on the basis of the friendly
~relations bétween J;pan.and the United States and thereby
to restore Okiﬁawa to its normal status, The President

expressed due appreciation of the Prime Minister's view,



The Prime ﬂiﬁister_and the Presideat also recognized the
vital role played by U.S. forces in Okinawa in the present
situation in the Far East, As a result of their discussion,
it was agreed that the mutual security interests of Japan
and the United States could be accommodated within arrange;
ments for the return of the administrative rights over
ﬂkihawa to Japaﬁ. They therefore agreed that the two
Governments would enter immediately into c¢onsultations
regarding specific arrangements for accomplishing the early
revefsion of Okinawa without detriment te the security of
the Far East, including Japanrn. They further agreed to
expedite the consultations with 2 view to concluding these
specif&q-arfangements, with the necessary legislatife
support, to accomplish the reversien during 1972. In this
connection, the Prime Minister made clear the intention of
ﬁis Government, falléwing reversion, té assume gradually
the responsibility for the immediate defense of Okinawa as
part of Japan's defense efforts for her own territories,
The Prime Minister and the President also agreed that the
United'States‘would rétain under the terms of the Treat}

of Mutual COOpgrﬁtibn and Security such facilities apd areas

in Qkinawa as required in the mutual security of both

countries.
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6. The Prime Minister and the President agreed ihat,
upon reversion, the Treéty of lutunal Cooperation and Security
and its re;ated arrangements would apply to Okinawa without
modification thereof. .In this connection, the Prime

| Minister affirmed the recognition of his Government that
the security of Japan could not be adequately maintained
without internaiinnal peace and security imn the Far East
and, thgreforEQ?fﬁe security of countries in the Far East
was & matter of serious concern for Japan._ The Prime
Minister was of the view that, in the light of such re-
cognition on the part of the Japanese Government, the
return of the administfative rights over Okinawa to Japan
in the manner agreed above should be compatible with
effective discharge of the international obligations
assumed by the United States for the defense of countries
in the Far East, inclﬁding Japan. The President replied
that he shared the.Frime Minister's view.

T. The Prime Minister déscriheq in detail the particular
sénfiment of the Japamese people against nuclear weapons
and the policy of the Jépanese Go vernment reflectiﬁg such
‘sentiment. The President expressednﬁis understanding of
the positiom of the Japanese Government and assured the

Prime Minister aof the intention of the U.S. Government



—.6-.-

to ensure the reversion of fkinawa to be carried out in a~™
manner cansistent with the poliqy-of_the Japanese Goverament
as desoribed by the Prime Minister.

B. The Prime Minister and the President agreed that with
respect to financial guestions which eould arise in cdnnection
with the return of the administrative.rights over Okinawa

to Japan, a mutually satisfactory solution should be found
by the time of the reversiun.'

9. The.Prime Minister and the President, recogﬁiéing the
complex problems involved irn the reversionr of Okinawa,
agreed that the two Governments ghbuld consult clilosely and
cooperate on_the.measures necessary . to assure a'smooth
transfer of administrative authority to the Government of
Japan in acoﬂﬁdance witﬁ reversion arvangements to be agreed
tﬂ by beth Governments, They agreed that tﬁe Japan-United
;States Gonsultatife Committee in Tokyo should undertake
overdall responsibility for this preparatory work,

The Prési&ent and the Prime Minister decided to
estableh in 0kinawa a Preparatory Commission in piace of
the existing Advisorf Committee to the High Commissioner
of the Ryukyu Islands for the purbose of consulting and

coordinating locally on measures relating to preparation
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for the traﬂsfer of administrative anthority, including
necessary assistance to the Government of the Ryukyu Islands.
The Preparatory Commission will be composed of a Semiox
Representative of the Jépanese Government with Ambassaderial
rank and the High Cbmmissioner of the Ryukyuw JIslands, with
appropriate staff, with the Chief Executive of the Govern~

ment of Ryukyu JIslands acting as adviser to the Commission.

The Commission will report afid make recommendations to the

iwo.Governments ;hrough the Japan~United States Consqltative
Committee,

10. Thé Prime Ministef and the President expressed their
conviqtion that a3 metwnally q%tisfactory.solution to the
question of the return of the administrative rights over

okinawa to Japan, which was the last of the major pest~war

issues pending between the twoe countries, would be to strengthen

further the Japan~U.$. relations based on friendship and
mutual trust and would alse make a major contributien to the

peace and security of the Far East.
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(August 23, 1969)

(Treaties Burecau)

Draft Statement by the Prime Minister

s I have aiways stated in the past, ihe security of
Japan inlthe_wofld iﬁ which we live foday_cannot be adequately
'maiﬁtaiﬁed wiihquf intérnational peace and security in the
Far Fast. Ihns, the security of countries in the Far fast
caﬁnot But be a matter of serious concern for Japan's
security; Herein iies the significance of Article VI
of the-Secufiﬁy Treaty. And it would be in accord with
ouf nﬁtiunal interest to determiné our response to prior
consultation im the ligﬁt of the need to maintain the
sepurity of the Far East, including Japan, |

in particular, if -an armed attack against the Republic
of Korea were to accur, the security of Japan would be
seriously affected. Therefore, should an occasion arise
for U;S,'fdrcés in such an eventuality to use facilities
and areas'in Japan as bases for military combat operationsi‘
to meet the arﬁed attadk, the policy of the Japanese Gové;nn
ment towards prior'consultatiun woguld he to decide pruﬁptly

its position on the basis of the foregoing recognition,
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'fhe“maintenance of peace and secufity in the Taiwan
area is also an important factor for the security of Jépan.
I believe in tLis.regard that the agﬁermination of:the
United States to uphold hexr treaty uommitments5t0 the
Republic of China sheuld be fully appreciated. Hoewever,
should be situation ever occur in which these treaty .
commitments would actually have to be involved against
an_armed attack from outside, it would he @& threat tq the
peace and security of the Far Eaét? including Japan,
though, Ilqm glad’tu séy, such & situwation cannot be
foreseen today. The policy of our Goverament is to
cohtinue to keep a close watch qn.the situation in phe
Taiwan area and to deal with it as our national interest

requires.
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