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Abstract

The Ryukyuan archipelago is divided into two areas, Amami and Okinawa islands, and Miyako
and Yaeyama islands, separated by a 250 km wide gap, the Kerama gap. Until the end of the shell
period, these two areas had distinct cultures characterized by very different archeological records. It
is only with the advent of the Gusuku period that Miyako and Yaeyama islands were integrated into
the same cultural area as Amami and Okinawa islands. Likewise, Ryukyuan languages are broadly
classified into Northern Ryukyuan, spoken in Amami and Okinawa islands, and Southern Ryukyuan,
spoken in Miyako and Yaeyama islands. One of the research goals of Ryukyuan linguistics is to
identify the factors accounting for the linguistic differences between Northern and Southern
Ryukyuan, and understand whether these differences can be related to archeologic findings.
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